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7o oll whom it may concern:

Beit known that 1, Trromas MILLIGAN, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
Fortuna, in the county of Humboldtand State
of California, have invented a new and Im-
proved Bridle-Bit, of which the followingisa
full, clear, and exact description.

This invention relates to improvements in
bridle-bits for horses, an object being to pro-
vide a novel form of bit particularly adapted
for controlling fractious horses with compara-
tively httle effort on the part of the driver.

1 will describe a bridle-bit embodying my
invention and then point out the novel fea-
tures 1n the appended claim.

Reference 1s tobe had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of thisspecification,

- 1n which similar characters of reference indi-

cate corresponding parts in both the figures.
Figure 1 shows a bit embodying my inven-
tion as applied to a horse, and Fig. 2 1s a per-
spective view of the bit. |
Referring to the drawings, 1 designates a
bit having guard-plates 2 on its ends, these
plates being provided with slots 3 to receive
the chin-strap 4 and slots 5 for receiving the or-
dinary driving-reins 6, these ordinarydriving-
reins 6 being rearward of and practically in
line with the bit 1, so that undue pressure will
not be forced upon the horse’s. nose. Above
the bit 1 and formed integral with the guard-

plates is a metal nose-band 7, designed to en- |

oage over the nose of a horse, as clearly indi-
cated in Fig. 1.  Above the nose-piece the
guard-plates are provided with rings 8 for re-
celving safety-reins 9, and the guard-plates

are also provided with slots 10 for receiving
the cheek-pieces 11 of the bridle.

In the operation while driving an unruly
horse by drawing upon the safety-reins 9 the
nose-band 7 will be forced tightly against the
horse’s nose, the bit 1 serving as a fulerum
by bearing against the upper jaw of the ani-
mal. -As the drawing strain of the reins is
above the nose-piece, it 1s obvious that a con-
siderable pressure may be brought to bear on
a horse’snose with a comparatively hittledraw-
1ng strain on the part of the driver.
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I am aware that leather nose-pieces have -

been used 1n connection with bits; but they do
not bear with sufiicient pressure on the ten-
der part of a horse’s nose, and therefore are
objectionable.

Having thusdescribed my invention, I claim
asnew and desire tosecure by Letters Patent—

A bit, guard-plates on the end of the bit and
integral therewith, a rigid metal nose-piece
above the bit and integral with said guard-
plates, and ring members integral with" the
guard-plates above thelr connections with the
nose-piece, the relation between the bit and
nose-piece being such that when the device is

drawn upon to force the nose-piece againstan

animal’s nose, the bit will serve as a fulerum
by engaging the roof of the animal’s mouth.
In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to thisspecificationinthe presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses. |
THOMAS MILLIGAN.
Witnesses:
AAroN (3. GRANT,
RoeErT L. McLEOD.
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