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Patented March 21, 1905.

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

FREDERICK C. HUNT, OF GIRARD, OHIO.

CONMBINED SHOULDER-BRACE AND SUSPENDER.

SPRECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 785,494, dated March 21, 19053.
Application filed August 26, 1904. Rerial No. 222,124,

To all whom Tt iy conceriv:

Be it known that I, FrEpERICK C. HUNT, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Gi-
rard, in the county of Trumbull and State of
Ohio, have invented new and usetul Improve-
ments in a Combined Shoulder-Brace and
Suspender, of which the following is a specl-
fication.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in garment-supporters,
and has for its object to provide a novel arti-
cle of manufacture designed to operate.as a
combined shoulder-brace and suspender.

In order that the invention and the advan-
tages to be derived from its use may be more
clearly understood, I have illustrated the
device in the accompanying drawings, in
which— .

Figure 1 is a perspective view illustrating
my invention in its entirety. TFig. 2 is a de-
tail view of one of the strap-connectors. Fig.
3 is a similar view showing a modification of
the same. = Fig. 4 is a view showing one mode
of applying the device to the trousers, and
Fig. 5 is a similar view illustrating a different
manner of applying said device.

Referring now to the drawings, the numer-

als 1 2 indicate, respectively, two shoulder-
straps of the device, and 3 .4 the two back-
straps. The said shoulder-straps and back-
straps have their inner ends passed through
a rectangular holder 5 and are adjusted there-
in to lengthen or shorten the straps by means

of buckles 6 of the ordinary construction.

Kach of the straps named is provided at 1ts
outer end with the ordinary buttonhole-tab
7, by means of which the said straps may be
secured to the buttons on the waistbands ot
the trousers. - .

In applying the device to the trousers and
to the body of the wearer the back-straps 3 4
are secured, respectively, to the rearmost
button at each side of the trousers. The

shoulder-straps 1 2 are passed over the shoul-

ders and under the arms and may be secured
in either one of the ways shown in Figs. 4 and
5—that is to say, the strap 2, as shown m
Fig. 4, may be connected to the right-hand
button 8 at the rear of the trousers and the

 strap 1 to the left-hand button 9, or said

straps may be crossed, as shownin Fig. 5, and
the strap 2 connected to the left-hand but-
ton 9 and the strap 1 to the right-hand but-
ton 8. The latter construction is preferred,
for the reason that regarding the back-strap
3 as a continuation of the shoulder-strap 2
and the back-strap 4 as a continuation of the
shoulder-strap 1 1t will be seen from Fig. 5
that the pull will be directly from the left
shoulder to the right-hand side of the trou-
sers, said pull being exerted by the straps 1
and 4, and the pull from the right shoulder
will be directly on the left side of the trousers,
said pull being exerted by the straps 2 and 3.
Thus as one of the advantages of my device

is that the abdomen is held in thereby, due

to the pull of the said straps exerted on the
waistband of the trousers, sald pull being
exerted to compress the front part of the
trousers against the abdomen, the pull ex-
erted by one set of straps—say 1 4—will not
be offset by the pull exerted by the other set
of straps 2 3; as will be the case to some ex-
tent with the arrangement shown in Kig. 4.
In other words, as shown by Fig. 4, the shoul-
der-straps 1 and 2 exert a pressure tending
to separate the trousers at the rear, while in
the arrangement shown by Fig. 5 said shoul-
der-straps, as well as the back-straps, exert a
pull on the trousers from opposite directions,

tending to close them at the rear. Also the

pull upon the shoulders is exerted {rom oppo-
site sides of the trousers—that is to say, the
pull on the right shoulder will be from the
left-hand side of the trousers and the pull on

the left shoulder from the right-hand side of

the truousers, thus materially increasing the
bracing effect of the device.

At the
and the back-strap 3 and the shoulder-strap
2 and back-strap 4 cross I provide strap-con-
nectors 10, one of which is shown in detail in
Fig. 2. Kach of these strap-connectors 1s
formed of a single piece of wire bent into rec-
tangular shape and having its end portions
at one corner twisted upon themselves, as in-
dicated at 11, and extended inward toward

the opposite corner to form a spring-tongue

points where the shoulder-strap 1 -
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12, In applying this connector to the straps

one of said strapsis slipped under said tongue,

while the other strap is passed through the.

connecter i a manner to overlap the other
strap and cover said tongue. By this ar-
rangement the lower strap is held securely in

position by said spring-tongue, while the up-
per strap, which overlaps the lower, is held
py frictional engagement with the connector
and with the strap beneath it. Both straps,
however, can be readily pulled through the
connector to adjust the device properly to
the body of the wearer. This connection
also serves to maintain the ends of the straps
contaming the buttonholes in their proper
relative position,
and quickly brought to the proper place to

be applied to the buttons of the trousers.

The fixed connection at the back afforded
by the holder 5, to which the inner ends of
all the straps is secured, enables me to ob-
tain the bracing effect, as when the straps
have been once adjusted there can be no
ytelding at this point. It will be noted that
the buckles 6 for adjusting the length of the
straps are located in use at the back of the
wearer and that no adjustments come in
front or under the arms.

In Fig. 3 I have shown a modification of

the strap-connector 10 in which the wires

atter being twisted at 11 are extended to the
opposite corner of the connector and secured
thereto, thus forming a spring-bar 13.

So far as the device acts as a brace it is
adapted to hold the shoulders erect and the
abdomen back and to leave the chest per-
fectly free. In its function as a garment-
supporter 1t operates to hold. the trousers in
proper position irrespective of the move-
ment of the body, with no slack at the sides

or front of the waist and without pulling the

trousers or permitting them to sag.

The device as a whole is exceedingly simple
in construction, and is especially serviceable
In summer weather, permitting the ordinary
walstcoat or vest to be omitted, while the
device will be entirely covered by the coat.
Thus the belt usually worn in summer when
suspenders are omitted can be dispensed
with, or said belt can be worn without it be-
Ing necessary to draw the same objection-
alﬁy tight to hold up the trousers. |

Having thus described my invention,what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s— |

I. A combined shoulder-brace and sus-
pender comprising two shoulder-straps and
two back-straps secured at their inner ends
and having their outer end portions crossed

so that they can be easily

785,494

and connected and provided with button-
hole-tabs. |
2. A combined shoulder-brace and sus-

pender comprising two shoulder-straps and
two back-straps adjustably secured at their
mner ends and having their outer end porT-

tions crossed and connected and provided
with buttonhole-tabs.

3. A combined shoulder-brace and sus-
pender comprising two shoulder-straps and
two back-straps secured at their inner ends
and having their outer end portions crossed
and adjustably connected and provided with
buttonhole-tabs.

4. A combined shoulder-brace and sus-
pender comprising two shoulder-straps and
two back-straps secured at their inner ends
and having their outer end portions crossed
and slidabﬁy connected and provided with
buttonhole-tabs. '

5. A combined shoulder-brace and sus-
pender comprising two shoulder-straps and
two back-straps adjustably secured at their
inner ends to a common member and having
their outer end portions crossed and connect-
ed and provided with buttonhole-tabs.

6. A combined shoulder-brace and sus-
pender comprising two shoulder-straps and
two back-straps secured at their inner ends
and having their outer end portions crossed
and connected and adapted, in operation, to
have the shoulder-straps crossed at the back
of the wearer whereby a shoulder-strap and
back-strap exerting a pull on the shoulder
on one side of the wearer will exert a pull on
the trousers at the opposite side.

7. A combined shoulder-brace and- sus-
pender comprising two shoulder-straps and
two back-straps having their outer end por-
tions crossed, and a connection for said
straps at the point of crossing comprising a
rectangular wire frame provided with a diag-
onal member. '

8. A combined shoulder-brace and sus-
pender comprising two shoulder-straps and
two back-straps having their outer end por-
tions crossed, and an adjustable connection
for said straps at the point of Crossing com-
prising a rectangular wire frame made from
a single piece of wire having its end portions
twisted at one corner and projecting inward
diagonally across the frame.: '

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses. -
FREDERICK C. HUNT.

Witnesses:

JoserH L. Hazarp,
ALFrRED D. Hunr.
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