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To all whom it may concer:

Be it known that I, Harsey STARR HOL-
COMBE, a citizen of the United States of Amer-
ica, residing at Granby, in the county of Hart-
ford and State of Connecticut, have invented
a new and useful Boarding-Clamp, of which
the followlng is a specification. |

My invention relates to improvements in
clamping devices, and particularly to clamps
used as “‘floor-sets” for the purpose of assist-
ing in boarding the sides of buildings and for
other kinds of joiner’s work, in which 1 em-
ploy a lever provided at one end with holding

‘means, a block at the end of an arm, which

arm is pivotally attached to said lever inter-
mediate of its ends, and a pawl in pivotal con-
nection with said arm and adapted to engage
and disengage the lever, all as hereinatter set
forth: and the object of my invention is to
provide a simple, durable, efficient, and easily-
operated device whereby floor-boards, sheath-
ing, and the like may be quickly and firmly
pressed into position and there held until per-
manently secured.

A further object is to provide a device of
this character which is entirely practicable
and at the same time comparatively inexpen-
sive. Furthermore, it is light and compact
in comparison with many other devices for a
similar purpose.

I attain these objects by the means 1llus-
trated in the accompanying drawing, which 1s
a side view, with parts broken out, of my
clamp, showing it in full lines in the act of
pressing and holding a board in place and in
dotted lines in a position which it may assume
before being brought into contact with the
board to be acted upon.

Similar letters refer to similar parts through-
out the several views.

A lever ¢ is slotted vertically near one end
to receive a spike 4, which is held firmly in
place by means of a set-screw ¢, threaded into
said lever longitudinally and adapted to bear
against the adjacent edge of said spike. In
case it is desired to remove the spike § from
the lever ¢ on account of the breaking of said

spike or for any other reason all that it 1s

necessary to do is to loosen the set-screw o,

| when the spike can be taken out and the same 50

l

or another one subsequently returned to place.
Some suitable substitute for the spike and
set-secrew might be employed with the other

features of this invention as a holding means

for the clamp.

One end of an arm ¢ is pivoted at ¢ to the
lever @, and a block 7 is fastened to the free
end of said arm by means of a bolt g and a
nut 4. This block may be provided in one
side with a groove £/, adapted to receive the

tongue on apiece of matched flooring or board-

ing and on the opposite side with a tongue
£ adapted to enter the groove in such a plece
of flooring or boarding. The grooved side
of the block 7 is the one generally employed,
regardless of the kind of board with which
the device is to be used; but when the grooved
edge of a board is presented the side of said
block having the tongue 7' may be employed,
if desired. By loosening the nut 4 the block
£ can be turned upon the bolt ¢ to bring
either side into operative position, or said nut
may be allowed to remain loose permanently,
so as to permit said block to move on sald
bolt, and thereby adjust itself to the board—
that is, to lie parallel therewith—in the event
that the clamp should not be arranged so that
the lever ¢ stands exactly at right angles to
the board. |

An eyebolt 2 has its shank inserted from
above downward through an opening in the
arm ¢ and is firmly fastened to said arm by
a nub 7. The lower end of a pawl kispivoted
atZto the eyebolt 7 and passes upward through
a slot ¢ in the lever @. A pin 7 passes trans-
versely through the slot ¢’ and the sides there-
of, being located near the forward end of said
slot.

The operation of my boarding-clamp 1s as
follows: In the first place the sharp end of
the spike 4 is forced into a joist or other tim-
ber or support, (the heel of the workman, a
mallet, or other implement being used to
drive said spike into the wood,) the distance
between the spike and the board to be pressed
into place being such that when the pawl Z 1s
thrown back against the rear end of the slot
o with its teeth % clear of the pin m, the le-
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ver can be ralsed to bring said pin well up in
the vicinity of the upper teeth &' and at the
same time cause the block 7 to be located
against the board. Now by pressing down
on the free end of the lever ¢ the spike §
serves as a tulerum, and the block 7 is forced
by the lever and the arm ¢ hard against the
board, which latter is thereby forced into
place. The downward movement of the le-
ver ¢ carrles the pin m down past the teeth
k', and when the desired pressure has been
applied to the board the pawl 4 1s swung for-
ward to permit the last tooth 4', which 1s ad-
jacent said pin, to hook over the same, when
the parts are locked against the movement
necessary to release the board, which latter
can be held by the clamp indefinitely, and
while being held thereby is secured with nails

in the usual manner.

To disconnect the clamp, bear down on the
free end of the lever « sufliciently to release
the pawl 2 and permit it to be thrown back
until the tooth Z', which was in engagement
with the pin 7, has cleared the same, when
the lever can be raised to relax the block £
and then the spike 4 is withdrawn.

Modifications in the pivotal connections be-

~tween the parts may be made, together with

variations in shape and size, without depart-

30 1ng from the nature of my invention.

35

What I elaim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, 1s—

1. 'The combination, in a boarding-clamp,
with a lever provided at one end with holding
means,of an arm pivoted to said lever forward
of such means, means at the free end of said
arm adapted to bear against a board, and a

pawl pivotally connected with the arm and |

adapted to engage and disengage the lever.

785,491

2. The eombination, in a boarding-clamp,
with a lever provided at one end with holding
means, of an arm pivoted to said lever forward
of such means, a block at the free terminal of
sald arm, and a paw! pivotally connected with

the arm and adapted toengage and disengage
the lever.

3. The combination, in a boarding-clamp,
with a lever provided at one end with holding
means, of an arm pivoted to said lever forward
of such means, an adjustable block fastened
to the free terminal of said arm, and a pawl
pivotally connected with the arm and adapted
to engage and disengage the lever.

4. The combination, in a boarding-clamp,
with a lever provided at one end with holding
means and having a pawl-slot therein and a
pin in said slot, of an arm pivoted at one end
between the holding means and pawl-slot and
acdlapted at the other end to bear against a
board, and a paw! in pivotal connection with
said arm and rising through the slot in the
lever, the teeth on said pawl being within en-

oaging distance of said pin.

5. The combination, in a boarding-clamp,
of a lever, a spike 1n one terminal of said le-
ver, a set-screw adapted to hold and release
said spike, an arm pivoted at one end to said
lever forward of said spike and adapted at
the other end to engage a board, and a pawl
in pivotal connection with said arm and
adapted to engage and release the lever.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.

HALSEY STARR HOLCOMBE.

- Witnesses:
J. M. STERNS,
K. A. CUrrEeR.
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