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To all whom it maiy concermn:

Beit known that I, Humrarey O’SULLIVAN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Lowell, in the county of Middlesex and State
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Overshoes: and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.

The present invention relates to overshoes.

An overshoe as now ordinarily constructed

1s made of a size and shape to snugly fit all

portions of the shoe to which it is to be ap-
plied in order to insure its being securely re-
tained on the shoe while in use. This snug
fit 1s objectionable, as an annoying and injuri-
ous pressure 1s exerted on the foot of the
wearer and especially on the fore part. More-
over, the overshoe acts to effectually prevent
ventilation of the foot and renders the foot
hot and uncomfortable. The necessity of a
snug-fitting overshoe also adds to the diffi-
culty of fitting a shoe of any particular size
or style and requires the manufacturer to fur-
nish and the retail dealer to keep in stock an

endless variety of overshoes.
- In order to obviate the necessity of a snug-

fitting overshoe, various expedients have been
devised, such as projections on the inner sur-
tface to frictionally engage the heel portion of
the shoe and elastic bands to form a cincture
to bind the heel of the shoe. Such devices
have, however, added to the cost of manufac-
ture and have been only partially successful
in accomplishing the result sought to be at-
tained, as while they allow a comparatively
loose fit of the fore part they necessitate a
snug fit of the back part and of the heel. As
the heels of shoes vary in size and shape, these
devices do not overcome the difficulty of prop-
erly fitting a shoe of any particular size or
style. Moreoyer, overshoes provided with
these devices fit closely around the heel por-
tion or back of the shoe and when the over-
shoe 1s high in the back it extends above the
portion of the shoe protected by the counter
and exerts an annoying and injurious pres-
sure on the foot of the wearer at this point,

besides rendering it difficult to put on or take
off the overshoe.
The object of my invention is to produce

-an 1mproved overshoe which will loosely fit a

shoe of a given size and be securely held
thereon, which is not provided with devices
which add appreciably to the cost of manu-
facture, and by which the objectionable fea-
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tures incident to prior overshoes are obviated. -

With this object in view my invention con-
sists In the overshoe hereinafter described
and claimed. ~
A rubber overshoe embodying my inven-
tion is illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ing, in which the figure is a view thereof in
side elevation, the rear portion being in sec-
tion and a shoe inserted therein being shown
1n dotted lines. The essential features of this
rubber consist of a lip arranged to engage the
breast of the heel of a shoe inserted therein
and a back portion the curvature of which is
less than the curvature of the back of the
shoe, whereby the back portion of the over-
shoe extends above the point of engagement
with the shoe. |

Referring to the drawing, the lip is shown
at 1 and projects inwardly from the breast-of
the heel of the overshoe, preferably atits up-
per edge. This lip is preferably formed of

-rubber and integral with the breast of the

heel.
2 indicates the back of the overshoe. This

portion of the overshoe is not formed to
snugly fit the back portion of the shoe, as in

prior overshoes, but has a less amount of
curvature than the back portion of the shoe-—
that 1s, 1t deviates less from a straight line.
As a result of this construction the back por-

tion of the overshoe engages the shoe 3 at the:

highest point 4 of its back portion, but does
not press against other points. The shoe 3 is
thus forced forward into the overshoe and
firmly gripped between the lip 1, which en-
gages the breast of the heel, and the back 2.
which presses against the highest portion of
the back of the shoe, which portion is sup-
ported by the stiff counter within the shoe. It
will be seen that the overshoe will be securely

| held on the shoe regardless of the shape of
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the heel. It will also be seen that the fore
part of the overshoe may fit the shoe loosely

and that the upper edge of the back portion

may also be a loose it without detracting from
the security with which the overshoe 1s held,

whereby all objectionable pressure both on
the fore part and on the back above the coun-
ter is avolded. As shown, the upper edge of
the back of the overshoe stands away from
the back of the shoe slightly, which allows
the overshoe to be readily slipped onto the
shoe and also allows the wearer to grasp and
remove the overshoe. By arranging the lip
1 at the upper edge of the breast of the heel
the lip engages the heel of the shoe near the
sole, and thus any danger of tearing off the
top lift of the shoe is avoided.

The overshoe above described as embody-
ing my invention is of simple and cheap con-
struction. Itdoes not act to exert objection-
able pressure upon any por t.on of a shoe to
which 1t is applied, and 1t will be held se-
Terent styles. So far
as I am advised as to the state of the art,
my invention for the first time provides an
overshoe characterized by these desirable fea-
tures.

Having thus described my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States—

1. An overshoe, having a lip to engage the
breast of the heel and a back of less curvature
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than the back of a shoe on which the over-
shoe 1s normally adapted to fit without con-
striction of the forward part of the shoe, the
back of the overshoe being arranged with re-
spect to the said lip so that the overshoe will
orip the shoe firmly between the lip and an
intermediate part of the inner surtface ot the
back, while the overshoe hts loosely on the
shoe at all other points and flares away there-
from at the upper part of the back, substan-
tially as described.

9. An overshoe in which the space between
the upper inner surface ot the breast of the
heel and an intermediate part of the inner sur-
face of the back is less than the correspond-
ing dimension of a shoe upon which the over-
Shoe i1s normally adapted to tit without con-
striction of the forward part of the shoe,
while the upper part of the. back is less con-

stricted than thecounter of the said shoe,so that

the overshoe will grip theshoe firmly between
the two first-mentioned points while being
loose thereupon at all other points and sepa-
rated therefrom at the upper part of the back,
substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature
presence of two witnesses.

HU\/IPHREY O’SULLIVAN.

Wltnesses
Frep O. Fisw,
Arrrep H. HiLprETH.
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