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Ta ol whom it muay coneern:

Beit known that I, EpouvarDp CHIRAC, mer-
chant, a citizen of the Republic of France, re-
siding at Marseilles,in the Republig of France,
(whose post-office address is 3 Rue Abbé-de-
I'Epée, Marseilles, aforesaid,) have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Ma-
chines for Printing on Kggs, (for which ap-
plication has been made in France, No.
331,646, dated May 5, 1903,) of which the fol-

lowing 1s a spectfication.
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This invention has for its object a machine

for printing or stamping advertisements or

notices on eggs. ~ ) |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s
an elevation of the machine; Fig. 2, a plan
view; Ifig. 3, an end view. - .
- The machine is composed of a bed A, on
which four small supports B are mounted,
which carry two guides or slide-pieces C, be-
tween which a slide plate or bar D, which car-
ries a spring-grip If, travels. The shde plate
or bar D pivots on two small internal trun-
nions I, which allow it to tilt at will the grip-
ping device I, which 1t carries. |

Two pivots G, provided with india-rubber-
coated concave disks H, intended for receiv-
ing the two ends of the egg I to be stamped,
are mounted toward one of the ends of the

orip between its two arms. A handle M, at-

tached to the slide plate or bar, serves for op-

erating the grip . An inking-roller J, tak-

ing up ink from a table K; 1s mounted be-

tween two small arms on the slide plate or
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bar D, carrying the grip. The two other
arms of said grip are interconnected by a
spring L, which holds them constantly apart
and gives the necessary pressure for main-
taining the ege between the pivots G.
India-rubber characters forming the mat-
ter which is to be printed or stamped on the
eggos are glued or cemented to a double band

"N, of india-rubber, stretched longitudinally

over two rollers O, carried by the table K and
cross-piece P. This cross-piece or support P

is provided with a small toothed wheel Q,
fitted with a pawl, allowing any desired ten-

ston to be given to the india-rubber, while

|

slightly tilting 1t.

preserving for it the necessary flexibility to
allow it to accommodate itself to the form of
the egg. - - -

In order to print or stamp eggs by means

of this machine, the handle M is gripped with

one hand and the shide

plate or bar D 1s
brought toward the rear of the machine b

In this movement the mk-
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ing-roller inks the india-rubber characters or

type, but does not touch the blanks existing
in the matter, as if these blanks were 1nked
the egg would be smudged. 'Thisresultis ob-

tained by means of a roller R, which is mount- .

ed on a projection from the axis of the k-
ing-roller J and which by encountering small
cuide-pieces S, which may be regulated at
will, raises or lowers the 'inking—roiler at the
desired moment. = In order to allow the roller
to deposit ink evenly on the characters, pres-
sure is applied during the inking to a lever T,
which causes a metallic plate U to rise be-
neath the band of india-rubber in order to
render the surface of this latter perfectly flat

and rigid. The slide plate or bar D having

reached the rear of the machine, the roller
travels over the table K and is inked for a
fresh operation. By exerting, still by the
same hand, a pressure on the two arms of the
orip the pivots G, provided with the rubber-

.coated disks H, separate, and the egg, which

is held in the other hand, is then placed be-
tween these disks. The pressure of the spring
L forces the two disks toward one another
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and holds the egg by its two ends, while al-

lowing it to turn freely. «The grip is then

raised until the ege touches the india-rubber
band and the grip is pushed forward. The
ege 1s perfectly stamped or printed on by
being run over thé india-rubber characters
and against the india-rubber surface, which
closely follows all its curves. Having made
a complete revolution, the printed egg drops

into a padded basket or onto an endless band

placed at the front of the machine. The
same operation is repeated for printing other

eges and only requires a few seconds, and.

each time a fresh egg is stamped or printed.

Q0

In this_ manner all kinds of advertisements . or
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notices, whether illustrated or otherwise and
in any colors, may be impressed or printed on
the egg. |

I declare that what I claim is—

5 A machine for printing on eggs and simi-
larly-shaped articles comprising a spring-
grip, a slide plate or bar, two slide-pieces or

- guides, an inking-roller, an inking-table, and

a stretched india-rubber band bearing india- |
1o rubber characters composing the matter |-

2> -

which 1s to be stamped or printed, substan-
tially as described. -

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my

hand, this 20th day of January, 1904, in pres-
ence of two subscribing witnesses.

EDOUARD CHIRAC.

Witnesses:
KEuceEne DuErassov,
A11.AN MACFARLANE.
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