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To wll whonk. ot mat J (*mwﬂrn,
Be it known that I, James M. STAFFORD 2)

| mtuen of the United bta,tes residing at Peters-
- burg, in the county of Plke and Stafe of In-
diana, have invented certain new and useful

o Improvement% iy Cofiins, of Wthh the follow-
'Ing is a specification. |
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- and having cor respondmo' inner bottom and

- 20.

This invention provides a case for receptlon

of the dead which will resist the action of
erosive elements and exclude the air and 1 mamr

tain the vacuum caused by exhausting the air
after the case has been her metically sealed.

- An essential feature of the invention is a
coffin or -burial-case of - glass or plastic com-

pOSItlon molded with bottom and side grooves
to receéive corresponding portions of slings

side ribsto strentrthen the coffin and form: rest%
for the corpse.

For a full descnptlon of the inv entlon and

the ‘merits thereof and also to acquire a-
knowledge of the details of construction 01L the

means tor effecting the result reference is to
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| burlal -case embodying the invention.
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" looking to the right.

35
40

45

- 50 molded or pieqqed “hllﬁ the material i isina |

having the cover in position.
transverse section on the line w @ of Fig. Q-
Fig. 4 1s a detail view.
of a portlon of the coflin, showmu' the closing-

therefrom.

be had to the I’ollowmw description and draw-
ings hereto attached, in which— -~ .
T igure 1 1s a Derspeel}we view of a (.,ofﬁn or

1S a central 10n01tuc]1na,l section of the cofﬁn,
FKig. 3 1s

Valve o - - |
(Jouesprondmtr a,nd like parts are referred
to 1n the following description and indicated

in all the views of the drawmcrs by the same

reference chhracters. .
The coffin or- burial-case is. indicated at 1

-and is preferably constructed of glass or vit-

reous material, although it is comk-qnpla,ted to

utilize any pla,smc composition in its manu-
(tlass or vitréous material is pre-
ferred because of 1ts resistance to emswe -

facture.

fluences or elements and -because of 1ta\bu1n<r

free from pores, thereby excluding fluids and

maintaining a vacuum after the cofﬁn has been
her metlcally sealed and the air exhausted

of the coﬂm are of integral formation and are

|

Fig. 2

The bottom and inclosing sides

the grave.

“transported over rough roads or laceq
ribs 10 are preterablv located about in line -

plastic or molten state. A groove 2 is formed

‘1n the upper edge of the inclosing sides to re-
~celve the tongue 3 of the cover and the cement-

ing or sealing substance interposed in the Jomt
A llp or roll 4 projects outward from the in-
closing sides and is curved and ‘gives a fin-

A groove 6 is formed in the bottom of. the

“coffin near each end and extends transversely
thereof and is adapted to receive straps, by

means of which the receptacle is lowered into

The lip or roll 4

- The grooves 6 also provide seats
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| ished appearance to the edse, while at the same |
‘time providing a hdndplece to assist in the
manipulation of the coffin when handling the
same during the burial services atter the corpse
“has been depomted Cherein.
also assists in providing an extended joint be-
tween the cover 5 and the sides of tlm cotlin.’
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for recewmﬂ‘ slmﬂ's 7, which embrace oppo-

site sides of the coﬂm a,nd extend beneath the
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bottom thereof and are provided at their ends

with handles 8. Rods 9 connect correspond-

ing ends of the slings 7 to prevent relative dis-
| placement thereof when carr ying the coffin.

5

The transverse grooves or seats 6 extend
around the lower corners of the case and van-

-1sh into the sides thereof.

Ribs 10 are provided upon the inner 31de of .

{ the coffin near each end to strengthen the
same and to prowde rests upon which the

corpse 1s placed to give proper support and
prevent the remains from jostling or displace-
ment in the event of the receptacle being
roughly handled incident to shifting or belnﬂ'

with the respective grooves 6, thereby rein-

forcing the case at the places whel e 1t would

othermse be weakened by formation of the
g'rooves or seats 6. Moreover, the ribs 10 re-
sist the internal ple%sme occaswned by Lift-

The .
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ing upon the handles 8, thereby preventing '

_.fmcture or crushing in of the sides of the
coffin when suspended bv means of the shncrs

7 and handles. 8

- The cover 5-is prefera,bly ar ched or ra,lsed
and its. pendent portion is formed with the

tongue 3 to enter the groove 2 and with an
outer flange 11 to overlap the upper portion -

of the lip or roll 4, so as to brace the ]atter
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and provide for .an extended jdinﬁ between .

the body of the coffin and its coven. The

cover may be of any materia_,l,' glass being pre-
ferred for the reasons herein stated. |

- After the remains have been placed within

- the coffin the cover is placed in position and

10

‘hermetically sealed. In the furtherance of

the invention it .is contemplated to exhaust

the air from theé coffin or at least to get rid of

the oxygen, which, as is well known, pro-
motes decomposition. After the coffin has

been sealed the air is exhausted therefrom.
- This is effected by means of any ordinary air-
pump or suetion contrivance fitted to a valve-
controlled opening 12, formed in a side of the"
coflin at any convenient point. The opening |
- 12 1s outwardly flared and constitutes a-valve..
seat. A tapering valve 13 is fitted in the

- opening 12 and is normally held . seated by

20

means of a spring 14, having one end connect-

- ed to the valve 13 and its opposite end at-

tached to a spider 15,

said spring normally

>~

- exerting an inward- pull upon the valve. It

25

after the air has been exhausted a certain pro-

portion of oxygen yet remains within the
‘coffin, and this is neutralized by burning

'ph()s:phbr_us within the coffin, the same being |

ignited by electrical or other means, thereby

‘removing the last trace of oxygen and in- 30

suring preservation of the deceased. |
Havingthusdescribed the 1nvention, whatis

claimed as new is—

‘1. Asanew article of ma,nufacmre, a coffin
of glass or like material having transverse 35

grooves 1n its bottom near each end to form

seats, said grooves extending part way up the
sides and vanishing into the same, and having

Inner bottom and side ribs opposite to the re-

spective bottom and side grooves for the pur- 4o
‘pose of strengthening the coffin and provid-

ing rests for the corpse, substantially as set

forth. oo L.
- 2. In'combination, a coffin of ‘glass or like

material having transverse groovesin its bot- 45

tom near each end, slings fitted into said
grooves, handles at the ends of the slings, and

longitudinal rods connecting corresponding

‘ends of the slings, substantially as-set forth. -

* Intestimony whereof I affix my signaturein 5o
_ L p v, presence of two witnesses. = '
h&S beenl _demonstrated bV experlment th&t - o

~ JAMES M. STAFFORD. [r.s]
~ Witnesses: -
" WaRNER HowrLL,
A _B'.'ILAO'EY. o
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