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No. 785, 090 o

Pa.tented Ma,rch 21, 1905

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. _

CHARLES MILTON COTT, OF COLUMBUS, OHIO.

VEJNDEx.

- SPEGIFIGATION formmg part of Letters Patent No 785,090, da.ted March 21, 1905
| | | | A.pphcetmu filed Deeemher 31, 1904, Serlel No. 239,197, I

do aZZ whom n‘ nueely mncern

‘10

- Beit known that I, CHARLES MILTON COTT.,

'a citizen of the Unlted States, residing at Co-

lumbus, in the county of Franklm and State

of Ohlo, have invented certain new and useful
'Improvements in Indexes, of which the fol- |

lowmg 1s & specification.
My invention relates to mdexes, and is

more particularly adapted for use in 1ndexm0'-- -

public records. -
The .object of my mventlon is to provide an

~1dex by the use of which the existence or

a very large number of recorded instruments | -

20

non-existence of a recorded instrument may

‘be readily ascertained end w1th a great degree
ot certainty.
- A further object of mv invention i is to pro-'_

vide an'index especially adapted for indexing

and Whlch may be prOperly filled with the ex-

pendituré.of a minimum amount ot time by

the indexer. -
A further object of my invention is to pro-

vide ‘an index by the use of which a name

~ known to the searcher only by sound may be

| _3-'0

readily and conveniently found.
A turther object of my invention is to pro-

~vide an index wherein similar family names,

even though dlﬂ?erentlv spelled are mdexed in
a single group.

A :turther object of my mventwn is to pro-
vide an index having a subindex wherein is
placed the. family name only, the said family

name appearing In the subindex in but one

~ place and with cross-references to different

35

40

spellings, if any, of the same famllv name.
A turther object of my invention is to pro-

designated to receive family names by .a pre-

determined number of letters forming the be-
ginning of said name and provided w1th col-
umns within which is entered the letter in said

family name next following the S&ld page-
demgnatmo* letters. |
As 1s well known, many tamlly names for

- Various reasons have come to be spelled dif-

ferently, though retaining the same or similar
pronunciation. A party sedrchlng an index

often knows the name only by sound; and.
it 1s the principal object of my 1nvent10n to
_ 50 place - all sueh family names 1rrespectwe of gmnmg with any of the bdld letters in eald oo

vide a subindex wherein certain pages are |

‘their spellmﬁ' in a smgle group, so that the

se: rcher having once located the group by the
use ‘of the submdex is certain to find therein

indexed the desn‘ed name if such name.ap-

pears of record.

‘With this and other ob]ects In view the pres-

ent invention consists in the eombmamon and

‘arrangement of name-columns and other col-

umns having identifying data, as will be here-

| 1nafter more fully described, shewn in the ac-
companying drawings, and par ticularly point-
ed out; in the appended claims, it being under-

stood. that changes in the form proportion,

size, and minor details may be made within

the scope of the claims without departing from

‘the spirit or sacrificing a,nv of the advanta,ﬂ eS

of the invention.
Figure 1 shows a fragment of a pacre of my

55
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improved index arranged for the indexing of .

real-estate - transfer records. Figs. 2, 3 4,

{ and 5 are fragments of pages of the s’ubi_ndex--
forming a part of my improved index and
-necessary for usein connection with my main
The said figures -
75

shown to illustrate more fully the use of the

index represented in Fig. 1.
represent similar fr agments and are severally

subindex, as will be expla,med hereinafter.

Take che: actersof reférencedesignate corre-
sponding parts throughout the severa,l Views.:

My main index consists of a page, a frag-

ment of which is shown at Fig. 1 and w luch.
may be duplicated ad Libitum.

The separate
pages are for convenience properly desig-

| nated each by a separate number, as the num- -

ber **109” appearing in the uppu right-hand
corner .of Fig. 1. Adjacent the lett hand
edge of the page a column 1 is formed with
a heading 2 pPOpeilV desmnatlno’ the said

-column to receive all mmlly names of similar

spelling or sound. Adjacent the column 1
are disposed a plurality of columns in any

_numbel desired; as the columns 3, 4, and 5,

70

8¢

Q0

m which are plaeed the given names l)el(nw- .

11’10* with the family names entered in column
In the said ecolumns 3, 4, and 5 are placed
heedmO’s 6, 7, and 8, 1ncludlnu‘ a umup of

letters ar ra,no'ed in dlplm,betlca,l sequence and

proper de31gnat10n to indicate that in the said
columns are to be entered given names. be-

95
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20

o

oroup forming a part of sald heading.
letters heading the said columns include all

the letters of the alphabet, and the said head-.

ings are so arranged that the letters of each
group follow the letters of the preceding
group 1n alphabetical sequence.

In public records, there being two parties
to each 1nstrument, it 1s desirable to enter the
names of both paxtles in the index to more

properly identity the instrument, and for this

purpose a column 9 1s provided, following to
the right of the columns 3, 4, and 5. As
shown in Fig. 1, the indexed names appearing
in colpmn 1 are the gr a,ntors., and consequently
the names appearing in column 9 wouid be
the grantees, as indicated by the designation
10 in said column.

for the entry therein of the number of the
volume of records in which the indexed in-

- strument 1s recorded, and a column 12 is also

provided properly designated for the entry of
the page-number of the saild record-volume.
To the right of column.12 may be provided
any desired number of columns, as 13 and 14,
which may be provided with any desired head-

- ing for the entry therein of any further in-

30

35

formation relative to thesaid instrumentwhich
1t 1s desired to enter in the said index.

As shown in Fig. 1, the index is arranged
for the indexing of the names of grantors, and

a heading is supplied, as at 15, adjacent the

top of the page, properly designating the said
page for the receipt of all grantors’ names
phonetically similar and designating that the
sald similar names be entered therein in a
single group, and that the given names be-

 Joriging therewith be entered opposite and In

4¢

- dex without other change being necessary.

55

6o
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1 and constituting the main index.

a columun headed by the initial letter. - Supple-
mental to theheading 15 the word * (Jrantm g7
appears, as at 16, over the columns 1, 2, 3, 4,
and 5, to further indicate that the said columns
are the columns referred to in the heading 15.

~ WhileIhave shown the mainindexarr: anged
for the indexing of grantors in real-estate

transfers, 1t 1s obvious that the designations

“Grantors”and T (Grantees” may be reversed,
the said index thereby becoming a grantee-in-
It~
1s also obviousthat theindex-1s as fully adapted
for indexing other records—as, for instance,
the judgment-records of a court or the assign-
ment-records of the Patent Office.

With the main index above described 1s nec-

fessa,i'ily used a subindex to locate the family-

name group in said main index. Thesubindex
consists of pages fragments of whichareshown
at Figs. 2, 3, 4, and 5 and which may, if de-
sired, and as therein indicated, be bound in
the same volume with the pages shown in Fig.

reference the subindex is provided with tabs,
as shown at 17, 18, 19, and 20, upon which
are printed two lettels constituting the first
two letters of the recorded family name.

" The |

letter.

To the rightot column 9

is provided a column 11, properly designated

~of the same family name.

s1milar. .

For ready

“nation 29.

At |

785,090

the top of the said page is placed a proper des-

Jdgnation 21 to indicate that the family name

will be found below and that on the same line

a reference to the index-page, upon which
will be found 1n a single group all the record-
ed -surnames phonetically similar, as fully ex-

pl.:uned in reference to Fig. 1 The said head-

ing also contains a proper designation 22 to -

mdlca,te that the third letter of the surname

sought will be found to the left of the family-
name column and in a ¢olumn headed by that

placed the said columns,which are numbered
23, 24, 25, 26, 27, and 28. These columns

'maw be of any desired number and each of

them headed by a letter or a group of letters
arranged in alphabetical sequence. The said

To the left of the subindex-page are

75

30

columns are the columns referred to in des- -

ignation 22 and contain as headings all the

letters of the alphabet -each group following

the preceding group In such order that the

‘entire alphabet appears in unbroken alpha-

betical sequerice. A column 29, as desig-

nated in designation 21, is properly headed
to indicate that in- the said column are entered

on the same line all of the various spellings
To the right of
column 29 is prowded a column 30. pmperly
designated to receive the main index - page
number wherein is indexed in a single group
all the recorded family names phonetlca,lly

- A second column 31 i1s provided for

Qo

95

the designation of a main index-volume where

the subindex is not bound in the same volume

with the main index or to designate a page on
which a group has been continued, or one col-
umn may be ufsed for ““grantor” groups and
another for " grantee” groups.

- As comparaavely little space is required for
the subindexing,

it is my preferred practice
to provide two or more sihilar subindex-rul-
ings upon a single page, and it will be under-
$t00d that Figs. 2, 3, 4,-and 5 are intended to
represent but a portion of the page both lat-
erally and longitudinally.

The operation of my improved index is as

follows: As shown in Fig. 1, a warranty deed
granted by Orlando and Susan Alcot is re-
corded in Vol. 5, page 225.
ments are granted by others of the same
family name; but the sald name 1s var lously
spelled, as shownm Fig. 1, as ‘*Alcott,” " Ol-
cot” and " Olcott.”
the main index, as shown at Fig. 1, is as-
siened to the said family name as Varlous]y
spelled The said family name when spelled
“Alcot” or ""Alcott” begins with the letters
EI‘-AI 3
dex designated bV the letters °
placed the names
third letter of said names being **¢” will be
placed in column 23, that bemu' the column
headed by the letter ¢, as indicated in desig-
Upon the same line will be a cross-
reference, as * See Olcott, Olcot.” Upon the

"Al” will be

Various instru--

A space on page 109 of

Therefore on the page of the subin-

“*Alcott? and “Alcot ” The

100

o)

11D

s

120

125

130



785,090

page of the subindex {lvs_igna.ted-_by the let-

ters " OL™ as shown at Fig. 3, will be placed
the names **Olcott,” “*Olcot,” with the third
letter *"¢” entered in column 28, as before

deseribed, and the cross-reference ““See Al- |

coft, Alcot,” entered therein. 1t will be noted

- that the indexed group on page 109 is the

same as the group indicated at Fig. 2, follow-

ing the designation ““AL” It will be noted

1O

20

25

30

35

40

45

5

55

60

65

Henderson and is

that the page 109 is the page shown at Fig. 1
and that therein is indexed all the several
names phonetically similar to “‘Alcot.” Upon
the same page or any other page, as desired,
may be entered another group, as indicated
alsoat F'ig.1—as, forinstance, the family name
variously spelled, as
at Figs. 4 and 5, are entered under the letters
" Pt” those spellings of the name beginning

with the said two letters, with a cross-reference.

to the names spelled with ““ Fi.” On the page
so designated are entered the same family
names which are spelled with ““Fi,” with a
cross-reference to the ‘“Pf” group, and the
main-index page is indicated in each instance

~as 109, upon which page are recorded all the
variousspellings of the said name. A searcher
wishes to find the record of an instrument
“granted by Hans and Martha Pteiffer to John

IHenderson. He may know the name by
sound, but not the exact spelling, and he may
therefore refer to my subindex .either under
“Pt” or *“F1.” Under those designations he
will find that the family-name group is upon

page 109 of the main index and that thereon

18 Indexcd all the instruments granted by any

parties with the said family name, irrespective

of the spelling. By tracing down the column

6, which is -headed by the initial letters in-

cluding the letter *“H,” the name ‘Hans”
1s found, and upon that line is indexed the
fact that the instrument is a mortgage to John
_ recorded 1n- Vol. 9 on page
260.  In the search for any other nameor any
other indexed instrument the same method is
pursued. = S -
While I have shown and described in ref-

~erence to my main index and my subindex a

certain number of colamns for the reccipt of

initial letters and given names, it is obvious

that any number of columns, either more or

less than shown, may be substituted.

“While 1 have shown and described ap-
proved and preferred designations for the
pages and the several columns, it is obvious

that the said headings may be transposed or |

the wording changed to conform to the re-
quirements of the matter to be indexed and
that other changes may be made without de-
parting from the spirit of my invention or the
scope of the claims. ' -

Having thus described my invention, what

L claim as novel, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s— | o -

S

. - * Pfeiffer,” ‘‘Fifer,” |
““Fiffer,” ** Pfifer.” Inthesubindex. asshown

1. An index dii_ride_d into Vert'ical columns

o— e

by a letter, a vertical column upon

properly designated to receive therein, in a

single group, all the recorded surnames of
similar spelling., - o
2. An index divided into vertical columns

properly designated to receive therein n a
single group all the recorded surnames pho-

netically siniilar. - o i

3. In an index, a page properly designated
ghe-page
properly designated to receive in a group,

columnsadjacent and parallel thereto properly

75

75

| surnames phonetically similar, other vertical

designated to receive a letter occupying a pre- |

determined position in said surnames. .
4. In an index, a page properly designated

by a plurality ot letters, a vertical column

upon the page properly designated to receive

1 a group, surnames phonetically similar,
‘other vertical columns adjacent thereto Prop-
erly designated to receive a letter occupying

a predetermined position in said surnames.
5. An index divided into vertical columns
properly designated to receive therein, in a

single group, all the recorded surnames of
similar. spelling, and other vertical columns
adjacent thereto properly designated to re-

8o

9o

celve given names on horizontal lines oppo-

site the surnames to which they belong.

6. In an index, a page properly designated

by a number, a vertical column upon sald page
properly designated to receive in a single

group, all the recorded surnames of similar

spelling, in combination with a page prop-

upon the page properly designated to receive
In a single group surnames phonetically. simi-

lar, other vertical columns adjacent thereto
| properly designated to receive a letter which

shall occupy a predetermined position in the
surnames, and another vertical column adja-
cent, properly designated to receive a nu-
meral referring to the page designated by a
number. -

7. In an index, a page prOperly_ designated '.
by a-number, a vertical column upon said page

properly designated to receive in a single
group all the recorded surnames phonetically

-similar, in combination with a page properly

designated by a letter, a vertical column ubon

the page properly designated to receive in a

group surnames phonetically similar, other
vertical columns adjacent thereto properly

properly designated to receive a numeral re-

ferring to the page designated by a number.

95

erly designated by a letter, a vertical column

10O

105

110

115

designated to receive a letter which shall oc- |
cupy a predetermined position in the sur-
‘names, and another vertical column adjacent,

120

- 8. ln an index, a page properly designated

by a number, a vertical column upon the page
properly designated to receive in a single
group all the recorded surnames of similar

spelling or sound, other vertical columns ad-

Jacent thereto properly designated to receive
upon horizontal lines opposite the surname

the given name belonging thereto, another ad-.

12'5

I3OI



4 . 785,000

jacent vertical columin properly designated to
receive numerals referring to the volume and
page where the record may be found, in com-
bination with a page properly designated by
¢ a letter, a vertical column upon the page prop-

erly designated to recelve 1n a group sur-
names phonetically similar, other vertical col-
umns adjacent thereto properly designated to
receive a letter which shall -occupy a prede-
10 termined position in the surnames, and an-

other vertical column adjacent properly desig-

nated to receive a numeral referring to the
page designated by a number.

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein

presence of two witnesses.
CHARLES MILTON COTT.

' W’itnééses: |
K. R. DunnN,
A. W. Youne.

- L ]
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