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Lo all whony 6 may concern:

- Beitknownthat we, OrTo H. VOELKERDING

and FrReDERICK H. VOEBLKERDING, citizens of

the United States, residing at Augusta, in the

5 county ot »t. Charles, State of Missouri, have

invented certain new and useful Improve-

ments m Bird-Traps; and we do hereby de-

clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-

act deseription of the invention, such as will

to enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to traps, and espe-
clally to those designed for catching birds,
though 1t may be altered, if desired, to catch

r5 animals of different kinds.

T'he object of the invention is to provide a
trap which will be automatically set after a
victim has been caught thereby and which
will be simple of construction and cheap of

20 manufacture.

A further object is to provide a trap in-
cluding two compartments and which will be
so arranged that the passage of the vietim
from one passage to the otherwill be assured.

Other objects and advantages will be appar-
ent from the following description, and it
will be understood that modifications of the
specific construction shown may be made and
any suitable materials may be used for the
30 various parts withont departing from the

spirit of the invention.

In the drawings forming a portion of this
specification, and m which like characters of
refercence indicate similar partsin the several

35 views, Figure 1 1s a perspective view of the
trap. Iig. 2 1s a gection on line 22 of Fie. 1.
Fig. 3 1s a transverse section taken on line 3 3
of Fig. 3. Fig. 4 1s a view of one end of the
revoluble member. Fig. 5 is a view of the

40 opposite end ot the revoluble member.

wveferring now to the drawings, the present
invention comprises a body portion 6, includ-
g side walls 7 and 8 and end walls 9 and 10,
tegether with a top and bottom 11 and 12.

45 "The body portion is divided transversely into
two compartments 13 and 14 by a partition 15,
having an opening 16 therethrough, fora pur-
pose to be presently described. The end wall
9 of the body portion is provided with an
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opening 17 therethrough, and pivoted upon
1ts central longitudinal axis between the wall
9 and the partition 15 isa cylindrical member
18, having a vertical longitudinally-extending
central partition «, and extending at right an-
gles to this partitionare plates and ¢, which

extend from end to end of the member 18 and

form the top and bottom of acompartment 19 at
oneside of the member18. Opening through
the ends of the cylindrical member are pas-
sages 20 and 21, these passages beine dis-
posed in the ends 22 and 23, respectively, of
the member and communicating with the com-
partment 19, the opening 21 being disposed
acdjacent to the bottom of the compartment
and the opening 20 being adjacent to the top
thereof, and the cylindrical member is ar-
ranged for movement upon its pivots to aline
1ts openings 20 and 21 with the openings 17
and 16, respectively.

The end pileces 22 and 23 of the cylinder
are spaced slightly from the wall 9 and the
partition 15, and in these spaces are plates 24
and 25, the former lying adjacent to the par-
tition 15 and the latter adjacent to the wall

9, and these plates are pivoted to the parti-

tion and to the wall, respectively, and are mov-
able to bring their opposite ends into and out
of position to close the openings 16 and 17.

Hach ot the plates is provided with a trans-

verse arc-shaped slot 26, which are engaged
with the pivot-pins 27 of the eylindrical mem-
ber 18, and these plates are also provided with
longitudinally-extending slots 27, lying be-
tween the slots 26 and the pivoted ends of the
plates, and with these slots 27" are engaged
pins 28, carried by the end pieces of the cy-
lindrical member. It will thus be apparent
that when the cylindrical member is moved
upon 1ts pivot the plates 24 and 25 will be
moved into and out of position to close the
openings 16 and 17, as mentioned above, and
the arrangement of the plates is such that
when the opening 21 is moved into registra-
tion with the opening 16 the plate 24 will be
moved out of position to cover the opening,
so that communication is established between
the compartment 19 and the compartment 14.
The normal position of the eylindrical mem-
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ber, however, is with the just-mentioned open-
ings out of registration with each other, the

edges of the openings overlapping to some

~extent, and the plate 24 lying in operative po-

sition, and when the member 18 is 1n its nor-
mal position the opening 20 is in registration
with the opening 17 and the plate 25 is moved
out of position to close the opening 17, the

~ opposite side of the cylindrical member from
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the compartment 19 being suitably weighted
to hold the member in such position.
"The end wall 10 of the body portion 1s pro-

vided with an opening 29, fitted with a glass’

closure 30, for a purpose to be presently de-
scribed, and the wall 8 is provided with a
door 81, oepening into the compartment 14.

In use the trap is disposed in a tree or in

other suitable position and the birds enter
it through the opening 17, passing through
the opening 20 into the compartment 19. The
weight of a bird within this compartment 1s
sufficient to move the cylindrical member 13

out of its normal position to aline the open-

ing 21 with the opening 16, as mentioned
above, and the bird seeing the light within
the compartment 14, which is admitted there-
to through the opening 30, will pass through
the openings 21 and 16 to the compartment
14, when the cylindrical member will return
to its normal position.

The plates 24 and 25 not only perform the

functions described above, but also act to limit

the movementof thecylindrical member upon
its pivots, as will be readily understood.
What is claimed 18— - .
1. A trap comprising a body portion, a par-
tition disposed within the body portion and
having an opening therethrough, a cylindrical

member pivoted between the partition and one
end of the body portion, said end having an ;

opening therethrough, said cylindrical mem-
ber having a compartmentin one side.and hav-
ing openings through its ends communicating
with said compartment, said cylindrical mem-
ber being arranged for movement to bring 1ts

openings into and out of alinement with the

openings in the end of the body portion and
the partition, the openings of the cylindrical

member being arranged to lie one in aline- |

784,453

ment with its respective opening in the body

portion when the other is out of such aline-
ment, a plate disposed between the cylindrical
member and the partition, a second plate dis-
posed between the cylindrical member and

the wall of the body portion, said plates being

pivoted for movement into and out of posi-
tion to cover the openings in the partition and

the wall, and means for moving the plates out
of such position, when the cylindrical mem-

ber is moved to aline its openings with the
openings of the partition and wall.

2. A trap comprising a body portion hav-
ing an opening through one of its walls, a par-
tition disposed within the body portion and

lying parallel to said wall and having an open-

ing therethrough, a member pivoted between
said partition and wall and having a compart-
ment therein at one side of 1ts center of p1v-

otal movement, said member having openings

in its ends communicating with the compart-
ment and arranged for movement into and out
of position to aline its openings with those of
the partition and wall, said openings being
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disposed to lie one in registration with the .

opening of the partition when the other 1s out
of registration with the opening of the wall,
means for holding the pivoted member yield-
ably out of such position and with its last-
named opening in registration with thatof the
wall, means for closing the opening of the par-

tition when the opening of the pivoted mem-

ber is out of registration therewith, means
for closing the opening of the wall when the
opening of the pivoted member is out of regis-
tration therewith, means for admitting light
to the body portion at the opposite side of the
partition from the pivoted member, one of
the walls of the body portion having an open-
ine communicating with the interior of the
body portion at said side of the partition, and
a closure for the opening.

Intestimony whereof we affix our signatures
in presence of two witnesses. | o

OTTO H. VOELKERDING.
~ FRED. H. VOELKERDING.
Witnesses:
W. T. OSTHOFF,
FreD OSTHOFF.
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