No. 784,374, . PATENTED MAR. 7, 1905.
A. W. ANDREWS.,
SKIN STRETCHER.

- APPLICATION FTILED JULY 16, 1904,

4 P e puprppriatavy e Pk s U S S A S i e S O A Sk A S b O ST S S i st i
*fff Fff’i .._.vf_; ﬂ*:'.'.-u.‘ e 3] S e S T Ly Ty T S T Ty LT e T e -'l*.:sg.n:.wmnmﬂm::w:g:ﬁ. ;m;i;gﬂm:ﬁ

§ b

e lorie~—e—z _ ' _ sa . Hndrews

ATTORNEYS

<




10

LS

20

30

40

45

No. 784,374.

Patented March %7, 1905,

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

ASA W,

ANDREWS, OF WINNEBAGO CITY,

MINNESOTA.

SKIN-STRETCHER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 784,374, dated March 7, 1905.
Application filed July 16, 1904, Rerial No, 216,849,

Lo oll wilom il ey coneceri:
Beit knownthatl, Asa W. ANDrEWS, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of

Winnebago City, in the county of Faribault |

and State of anesot.«,t have invented a new
and Improved len-btletohel of which the
following is a full, cle‘u, and exact descrip-
tlon. -
This invention relates to improvements in
devices tor holding and stretching the skins
of muskrats and similar small animals for the
purpose of dressing and drying, the object be-
ing to provide a stretcher of simple construc-
tion that will be light, yet strong and service-
able, and having no parts liable to get out of
order. |

I will describe a skin-stretcher embodying
my mvention and then point out the novel fea-
tures in the appended claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of a skin-
stretecher embodying my invention with the
skin thereon. Fig. 2 is a transverse section
thu eotf. Kig. 3 1s a fragmentary view show-

ing the lochmﬂ connectlen between one of the
h.;mle membels and the stretcher - bar, and
e, 4 1s a perspective view thereof.

The frame of the stretcher comprises two
members 1 2, of suitable metal, these mem-
bers being pivotally connected together at one
end, as indicated at 3, and at the pivoted ends
the members. are curved inward to conform
substantially to the head end of a skin. These
frame membersare made of flat metal, with the
oreatest width arranged transversely, thus
1}101’1(11110 a hight h‘Lme not liable to bend.
One of the frame members, here shown as the
member 2,1s pivotally (,onnected to a stretcher-
bar 4, provided with teeth 5, with any one of
whlch the end of the other tlamu member 1s
designed to engage. The said other frame
member at its end 1s provided with a notch 6,

the wall of which 1s beveled, so that the end |

may readily slide over the ratchet-teeth of the
bar. A chain 71s attached to the bar 4, and

connected to the chain is a double hook 8, one

50 hoolk member being designed to engagein the

skin, as indicated in Fig. 1, while the other
member 1s to be engaged with a link of the

. chain, so asto hold the Shm as stretched length-

wise. At one end the stretcher-bar 4 is pro-
vided with a notch 9 for receiving a nail or
other device for suspending the streteher with
the skin thereon.

In use the skin, it will be understood, is
drawn off the animal whole from the hind legs
to the head, and during such skinning opera-
tion the tur side is turned inward. The skin
is to be drawn over the frame, and then the
member 1 thereof is to be forced outward on
the bar 4 until the skin 1s sufliciently tant.
Before this movement, however, the hook 8
must be engaged with the skin.

Having thusdescribed my invention, I elaim
as new and desire to secure by Letter Patent—

1. A skin-stretcher comprisinga frame hav-
ing two members pivotally connected, the said
members being curved inward at the pivoted
end, a stretcher - bar having pivotal connec-
tion with one of the frame members and pro-
vided with teeth for engagement with the
other frame member, and a chain provided
with a hook, attached to said bar.

2. A skin-stretcher havinga frame compris-
ing twomembers pivotally connected together
at one end and consisting of flat metal, the
oreatest width being transverse of the frame,
a stretcher-bar pivoted to one of the frame
members and having teeth for engagement
with the other frame member, a chain attached
to said bar, and a double hook on the chain.

3. Askin-stretcher havingaframe compris-
ing two members pivotally connected together
at one end, a stretcher-bar provided with teeth
and pivoted to one of the frame members, the
other of said frame members being provided
with a notch having a beveled wall atits end.,
a chaln attached to the bar, and a double hook
on the chain. |

Intestimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of twosub-
scribing witnesses.

ASA W. ANDREWS.

‘Witnesses:
(AERTRUDE IKOOMAN,
BrExng. Q. RLYNOLDS
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