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To all whom it maly concern:

Be it known that I, Joux E. GRAHAM. a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Green-

ville, in the county of Montcalm and State of

Michigan,haveinvented anew and useful Mail-
Box, of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
mail-boxes employed in the rural free-delivery
system. Asis well known, the great desid-
eratum 1n this type of boxis a structure which
may be opened, closed, and the signal prop-
erly positioned with the greatest ease and con-
venience and in the least amount of time pos-
sible on the part of the collector and dis-
tributer.

It 1s the aim in the present instance to se-

cure a box having all the above advantages,

the number of necessary operations on the
part of the collector being reduced to a mini-
mum and sald operations being extremely sim-
ple and readily performed. Moreover, said

.structure 1s capable of being cheaply manu-
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factured, and the parts are such that they are

not liable to become injured or deranged.

through usage or exposure to the elements.
The preferred embodiment of the invention
is 1llustrated in the accompanying drawings,
wherein—
Figure 11is a perspective view of a mail-box
with the signal elevated and in position to in-

dicate that there are contents contained in the

box to be collected. Fig. 2 is a vertical cross-
sectional view through the box with the sig-
nal turned at right angles to the position
shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a detail view simi-
lar to Fig. 2, but showing the signal de-

pressed. Kig. 4 is a detail longitudinal sec-

tional view showing the signal partially de-
pressed and indicating its position when at a
state of rest and totally depressed. Fig. 5 is
a cletail perspective view of said signal. Fig.
6 1s a horizontal sectional view through the
signal. | o |

Similar reference - numerals indicate like
parts throughout the several fioures of the
drawings.

In the embodiment illustrated the mail-box
comprises merely a body 7, that is oblong in

form and has a top 8 hinged theretoalong one
edge, as shown at 9* said top constituting the |

1

closure for the body. These parts in them-
selves constitute no portion of the present in-
vention and may be changed as desired.
Secured to the cover or top 8, contiguous to
the rear edge of the same and extending trans-
versely of sald cover, is a spring 9, compris-
ing a looped wire the spaced legs of which
are secured at their rear ends to the cover by
means of a plate 10. The front ends of said
legs are connected by a cross-piece 11, con-
stituting a pivot upon which the block 12 is
journaled, said block having angularly - dis-
posed bearing-surfaces 13 and 14, adapted to
respectively rest on a shoulder 15, formed on
the front portion of the cover when said block
1s turned and being held in this position by
the spring 9. The block 12 carries a stand-
ard 16, rigidly secured thereto and swinging
therewith. This standard projects below the
block and has an offset hook portion consti-
tuting a lateh 17, adapted to engage a rib 18,
formed upon the adjacent portion of the body
7. The lower end is, moreover, provided
with an outstanding handle 19, by means of
which the standard may be swung from an
upright to a depressed position, or vice versa.
The upper end of the standard 16 consti-
tutes a journal upon which a signal is rotata-
bly mounted, said signal comprising a face-
plate 20, having rearwardly-turned ears 21,
the rear edges of which are curved, as shown
at 22. Located between the ears and suit-
ably secured thereto is a boxing 23, through
which the upper end of the standard 16 ex-
tends. The portion of the standard within
the boxing has an angular block 24, against
the sides of which bears a spring 25, also lo-
cated within the boxing. When there is no
mail In the box, the signal is depressed, as
shown in Fig. 3, being held in this position
by the flat face 13 bearing against the abut-
ment 15 of the cover. If now the patron in-
troduces mail which is to be collected, the
cover 1s simply opened, the mail deposited,
and the signal raised. Thislatches the cover,
as will be evident, and the said patron then
turns the signal so that the face-plate thereof
can be seen by the collector.

that there is mail in the hox to be collected.
The collector on reaching the box merely

This indicates
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throws the standard to its depressed position, |

thereby effecting two operations—first, the
unlocking of the cover, and, second, the turn-
ing of the signal from its position transversely
of the box to one longitudinal of the same, or,
in other words, facing the home of the patron.
This movement will be apparent by reference
to Fig. 3. As thestandard swings toward its
horizontal position and the face 13 of the
bearing-block is brought down flat against
the abutment 15 by the action of the spring
9 the rounded edges 22 of the ears 21 will
strike one of the legs of the spring 9, and
consequently the signal will be partially re-
volved upon the standard to the position 1n-
dicated in dotted lines in Fig. 4. In this po-

“sition it is held by the spring 25 bearing

against one face of the block 24, and said
spring also serves to hold the signal in 1ts
other position, as will be clearly evident. Af-
ter having withdrawn the matter within the
box if there is mail for the patron the collec-
tor deposits the same in said box, closes the
cover, and swings the standard to an uprighnt
position.
cover, and the signal will be in position to in-
dicate to said patron that there is mail deliv-
ered. On the other hand, if no mail is to be
delivered the signal is allowed to remain in
its depressed position.

With this structure it will be seen that the
sollector has very little to do, merely unlatch-
ing the.cover, and thereby effecting the change
of the signal, afterward, if necessary, again
elevating the standard. These operations are
not only simple, but may be easily and expe-
ditiously performed. The structure itself is
also of a very simple character, and the parts
are such that they are not liable to become
damaged or deranged through long or rough
usage or exposure to the elements.

From the foregoing it is thought that the
construction, operation, and many advan-
tages of the herein-described invention will
be apparent to those skilled in the art with-
out further deseription, and it will be under-
stood that various changes in the size, shape,
proportion, and minor details of construction
may be resorted to without departing from
the spiritor sacrificing any of the advantages
of the invention.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s— |

1. In a mail-box, the combination with a
body, of a closure therefor, a signal, and a
Jocking member for the closure movable to-
ward and from an operative position,said lock-
inge member constituting actuating means for
simultaneously moving the signal upon the
movement of said member from its operative
position. *

2. In a mail-box, the combination with a
body, of a closure therefor, a locking mem-

This effects the latching of the
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from an operative position, and a movable sig-
nal rigidly associated with the operative mems-
ber and being moved to and from an opera-
tive position upon the corresponding move-
ment of said locking member. o

3. In a mail-box, the combination with a
body, of a closure therefor, a locking mem-
ber tfor the closure pivoted between its ends,
and a signal associated with one end of the
locking member and movable upon the move-
ment of sald end.

4. In a mail-box, the combination with a
body and closure, of a latch for securing the
closure, a pivotal support for the latch and a
signal carried by and swinging with the latch
upon the movementof said latch upon its piv-
otal support. "

5. In a mail-box, the combination with a

body and closure, of a latch pivoted to the

closure and arranged to engage the body, said
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latch carrying a standard that is movable -

therewith, and a signal carried by the stand-
ard and swinging with the latch. |

6. In a mail-box, the combination with the
body, of a closure therefor, a standard piv-

oted between its ends and arranged to assume

an upright or a depressed position, asignal car-
ried by and supported on the upper end of the
standard and swinging therewith, and a latch
carried by and swinging with the lower end
of the standard for securing the closure 1n
closed position. '

7. In a mail-box. the combination with the
body, of a closure hinged thereto, a standard
pivoted between its ends upon the closure, a
sional carried by the upper end of the stand-
ard and swinging therewith, and a latch car-
ried by the lower end of the standard and ar-
ranged to engage the body for securing the
closure in its closed position.

8. The combination with a receptacle, of a
yielding support, and asignal mounted on the

support and having angularly-disposed bear-

ing-faces for holding said signal in different
positions.

9. In a maii-box, the combination with a
receptacle, of a swinging signal having angu-
larly - disposed bearing - surfaces adapted to
hold the signal in different positions, and a
vielding pivot-support for the signal, said sup-
port maintaining the signal in such different
positlons. |

10. In a mail-box, the combination with a
receptacle, of a spring secured at one end to
the receptacle, a bearing - block pivotally
mounted on the other end of the spring and
having angularly -disposed bearing - surfaces
adapted to rest upon a portion of the recep-
tacle when said block is turned, a standard
carried by the block, and a signal mounted on
the standard.

11. In a mail-box, the combination with a
receptacle having a movable closure,of a yield-
inoe member, a bearing element carried by the
yielding member and having angularly-dis-
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posed bearing-surfaces, a signal, and a latch
connected w1th the bearmﬂr element

12. In a mail-box, the combmatlon with a
body, of a movable closure for the same, a
spring mounted on the closure, a bearlno"—
block secured to the spring and ha,vmcr angu-
larly-disposed bearing-faces adapted to rest
upon such closure When the bloek 1S turned, a
standard carried by and projecting beyond op-
posite sides of the block, a latch carried by one
end of the standard and arranged to engage
the body, and a signal mounted on the oppo-
site end of the standard

13. Ina mail-box, the combination of a sup-

port movable to di ﬂ"erent positions, of a signal

mounted on the support and movable thereon
to different positions, and means for automat-
1cally effecting the movement of the signal on
the support when sald support is moved

14. In a mail-box, the combination with a
SWIinging support mevable to different posi-

,tlons, of a signal mounted on the support and

movable thereen to different positions, and
means located in the path of movement of the
signal for automatically effecting the move-
ment of the same on the support when said
support 1s swung.

15. In a mail- box the combination with a
swinging support momble to different posi-

tions, ot a signal rotatably mounted on the sup- |
port, and means for automatically effecting a

partial rotation of the signal on the support
whensald supportisswung to a predetermined
position. _

16. In a mail-box, the combination with a
swingingly-suppor ted standard, of a signal ro-
tatably mounted thereon, said standerd hav-
ing angularly-disposed ;teees, and a spring car-
ried by the signal and arranged to engage the
different faces upon the rotation of said si G"Ilal

17. In a mail-box, the combination with 2

swinging standard, of a signal rotatably |

mounted on sald standard and having curved

portions, and means located in the path of

3

movement of said curved portions when the 45

standard is swung, to effect a partial rotation
of the signal on the standard.

18. In a mail-box, the combination with a
body having a movable closure, of a movable

latch tor holdmcr the closure in closed position,

2 signal movable with the latch and also hev—
ing rotative movement with respect thereto
and means for automatically effecting such ro-
tative movement when the latch is swung to a
predetermined position.

- 19. Inamail-box, the eembmetmn with the

'bodv, of a closure t01 the same, a standard

pivoted between its ends, a latch carried by
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one end of the standard tm holding the closure -

in closed position, and a swnal rotatably
mounted on the other end of the standard.
20. In a mail-box, the combination with a
body, of a hinged cover for the same, a spring
secured at one end to the cover, a bearing-
block having angularly- dlsposed faces, SEtld
bea,rnw'—block being pivoted upon the spring

etandard secured between its ends to the'

beermo*—bloek a latch formed upon the lower

end of the stenderd and adapted to engagethe’

body, a signal rotatably mounted upon the
upper end of the standard, and means for hold-

1ng the signal in diff erent positions upon the
stenda,rd said signal beingarranged to engage
the spring when the standard IS swung to a
substantially horizontal position and bemo
thereby partially rotated upon the standard.

In testimony thatI claim the foregoingasmy
own 1 have hereto affixed my Slo‘nature in the
presence ot two witnesses.

JOHN K. GRATIAM.

“Titnesse's:
ALBERT BECK,
SvMitH A. Boor.
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