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To all whom 6t may concermn:

Be it known that 1, Wirriam H. WHERLER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Bal-
timore, Maryland, have invented certain new

5 and useful Improvements in Stopper-Extrac-
tors, of which the following 1s a Speciﬁcation

My invention set forth herem is a bottle-
opening fixture for removing bottle-stoppers
adapted to be used either on a vertical or un-

1o cder a horizontal surface.

It consists in a special simple form easily
and cheaply made and adapted to operate
equally well in either position. It 1s illus-
trated in the accompanying figures, in which—

15 Kigure 11sa view of the device unattaphed
- Fig. 2 1s a view of the same secured to a ver-
tical stationary surface and the manner of use
in this position; and Fig. 3 1s a similar view
of the device attached to a horizontal support,
20 g8 the under side of a table or counter.

This form shown 1s especially adapted to
be applied to what 1s known in the trade as
the Aluminium °“stopper:” but it may by a
slicht change in the engaging edge be used

25 with other forms of stoppers.
a flat base-plate 4, having openings 5 1n the
cdges for the fixing-screws. On this is fixed
a bracket or frame 6 in plane at right angles
to the base. In opening bottles by a

30 opener 1t is necessary that the bottle when 1n

engagement with the opener should have 1ts
mouth elevated to prevent spilling, and this
elevated position of the mouth should be
maintained whatever lever-like movement of

35 the bottle may be necessary in wrenching off
the stopper.
the construction of a device intended for hori-
zontal or vertical position. 1 have accom-
plished this by means of two bearing edges

40 or surfaces on the frame or bracket 6, with
spurs or edges 7 and 8 at the extremities of
their surfaces. The bearing-surface between
the engaging points 7 and 8§ 1s so arranged in

It consists of

Xed'

This must be provided for in

| relation to the base that when the base is

fixed under a horizontal surface, as shown in 45
Fig. 3, the bottle will be, when in engagement
for opening, in the required inclined position
there indicated, and an easy downward pres-
sure upon the bottle as upon a lever will pry
offt the stopper. This arrangement of the 50
bearing-surface just described is inclined to
the base, and this gives the bottle in engage-
ment the proper inclined position, changed to
vertical in the act of removal bv tha down-
ward pressure. 55 -
When the device is fixed to a vertical sur-
tace, as shown 1In Fig. 2, the straight edge ot
the bracket i1s below the engaging point 8,
which operates in that position. This edge
or bearing-surface 1s approximately at right 6o
angles to the one first cescribed, or at about
the same angle (reversely) to the base as the

surface between points 7 and 8. The result
therefore is the same both in the engaging

position of the bottle and its position at the 05
end of the opening movement. The engag-
ing points are respectively at the upper ends

of their bearing-surfaces, on which the bot-
tle-mouth fulerums.

I preferably form this device 1n one piece, 7o

and it is accommodated to the user whether

he require a vertical or horizontal position of
the base.

I claim—

A bottle-opening tixture consisting of a base 75
and a bracket fixed thereto, having two bear-
ing-surfaces, equally and reversely inclined
to the base, and an engaging point or edge
at the extremity of each bearlnﬂ’—sm face, sub-
stantially as described. 50

In testimony whereof I atix my signa.tm*e I
presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM H. WHEELER.

Witnesses: |

Howarp D. Abpams,
HAarvEY COALL.
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