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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, ANDREW J ACKSON ED-— :
DINS, a citizen of the United States, residing
in the county of Howard émd |

at Bigspring,
State of Texas, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Devices for Fastening Car-

_theelq to Their Rails, of which the followmﬂ‘

1S a specification.

My invention pertains to means for holdmﬂ‘ |

car-wheels down on rails while the boxes in
which the wheel-axles are journaled are jacked

~up to permit of the bearing - plates in said

boxes being replaced with new plates; and it
has for its object to provide a compact and in-
expensivedevice through the medium of which

a car-wheel may be securely fastened down

upon a rail and one which is susceptible of

- easy and expeditious application to rails and
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wheels of the ordinary construction and is
adapted to be as readily disconnected lshe,l e-
from. |

With the foregoing in mind the invention

 will be fully anderstood from the following
- description and claims when taken in connec-

tion with the accompanying dra,wmﬂs form-
ing. part of this specification, in whwh—
I‘lﬂ*m e 1 1s'a view, partly in transverse sec-

tion and partly in elevation, illustrating the

“manner in which my ‘improved' device per-
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forms its function. Fig. 2 is a view taken at
right angles to Fig. 1 and on the line 2 2 of
said figure looking in the direction indicated
by arrow, and Fig. 3 comprises disconnected
per Spectwe views of the parts constituting my
novel device. -

Similar letters desw‘nate corresponding
parts 1n all of the views of the drawings, re-
ferring to which-

A is a rallway-rail. Bis a wheel disposed
on the rail, C an axle bearing the wheel, and
D abox in which the axle is journaled. These
parts may be of the ordinary well-known con-
struction, as illustrated, or of any other con-
struction compatlble Wlth the purpose of my
invention.

L is a lifting-jack, Wthh is also by prefer-

ence of a well-known type and is designed

to be disposed under and used to raise the box
D with respect to the end of the axle C, and
I 1s my novel device as a whole. The said

| devjce I comprises a body and a set-screw, as

best shown in Kig. 3. The body, which is of
steel or other material, has a threaded aper-
ture ¢ at its middle and also has end arms 9,
which terminate in hooks or toes .
screw (lettered @) is of a size to bear in the
aperture ¢ of the body and is provided by
preference with an angular head e.

In practice my novel device F is applied

after the manner shown in Figs. 1 and 2—
that 1s to say, the body of ‘the device is dis-
posed with its major portion at the outer side
of and parallel to the lower part of the wheel
B and its angular arms § extending across the
head of the rall A, so that the outwardly—dl-
rected hooks or toes ¢ engage the under side
of the inner portion of the rail-head, while
the screw d 1s turned inwardly thloucrh the
threaded aperture ¢ of the body and set against
the outer side of the lower part of the wheel

It will be readily apparent that when this is
done the device F will be fixed with respect
to the rail and the wheel and will securely
hold the latter against upward movement from
the former.. From this it follows that when
the box D is raised through the medium of the
jack K or any other suitable means the axle
C will be prevented from moving upwardly
with said box D, and hence the bearing-plates
in the box may be quickly and easily removed
and replaced with new bearing-plates. §
sequent to the equipment of the box D with
new bearing-plates and the lowering of the
said box to its normal position on the ; journal
of ‘the axle my novel device- is disengaged

from the rail and wheel and is then ready to

be used in connection with another wheel.
As 1s obvious, it is simply necessary in order
to remove the device from the rail and wheel
to turn the screw & outwardly and shift the
hooks ¢ out of engagement with the rail-head.

Notwithstanding the efficiency of my novel
device and the fac1l1ty with which it may be
engaged with and disengaged from a rail, the
demce 1s very simple, compact, and inexpen-
sive, and hence does not add greatly to 4 Tre-
pair equipment.

I have entered into a detalled descnptlon
of the construction and relative arrangement

| of the parts embraced in the presentand pre-
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2.

ferred embodiment of my invention in order

to impart a full, clear, and exact understand-
ing of the sald embodiment. Ido notdesire,
however, to be understood as confining my-

self to such specific construction and relative.

arrangement -of parts, as such changes or
modifications may be made in practice as
fairly fall within the scope of my mventwn
as claimed.

While I have descmbed a set-screw, which
1s the preferred means for engaging a wheel
on the rail at the opposite side of the wheel
with reference to the side of the rail engaged
by the body of my novel device, I desire it
distinctly understood that any suitable means
may be employed for the first-mentioned pur-
pose without involving departure from the
scope of my invenfion.

Having described my invention, what I

claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, -

1§~ -
1. A device for the purpose described, pro-
vided with meansarranged to engage a rail at
one side thereof, and means arranged to en-
gage the lower portion of the rim of a wheel
on the rail at the opposite side of the wheel,

with reference to the side of the rail engaged

- by the first-mentioned means.
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2. A device for the purpose described, com-
prising a body having means for engaging a
rail at one side thereof, and means carried by
and adjustable with respect to the body and
arranged to be set against a wheel on the rail

at the opposite side of the wheel, with refer-

ence to the side of the r:;ul encracred by the
means on the body.
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3. A device for the purpose deseribed, com-

prising a body having arms arranged to en-
cgage a rail at one side thereof, and means car-

ried by and adjustable with respect to the
body and arranged to be set against a wheel
on the rail at the opposite side of the wheel,
with reference to the side of the rail engaged
by the arms of the body. |
4. A device for the purpose described, com-
prising a body having a threadedaperture and
arms arranged to engage a rail at one side
thereotf, and a set-screw bearing in the thread-
ed aperture of the body and arranged to be
turned against a wheel on the rail at the op-
posite side of the wheel, with reference to

the side of the rail engaged by the arms of the
body.
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5. A device for the purpose described, com-

prising a body having a threaded aperture and
also having ‘mo*ular arms at 1ts ends and
hooks at the telmmals of said arms, and a

set-screw bearing in the threaded apertme of

the body.
6. The combination of a rallway-rail, a

wheel thereon, and a device engaging one
side of the head of the rail and also engaging
the lower part of the rim of the Wheel at the
opposite side of the wheel, with reference to
the engaged side of the rall head.

In te,st,lmony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subsecribing wit-

nesses. - .
- ANDREW JACKSON KEDDINS.
Witnesses:
' W. F. KN1gHT, Jr.,
B. B. CrIFron.
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