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To all whont it may concer: >

Beitknown that I, GiLBERT L.. BLACK, a c1t1-
zen of the United Stetes., and a re31dent of
Minoa, in the county of Onondagaand State of
New York have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Penholders of which the
following 1s a specification.

The subject of this invention 1s a novel con-
struction of penholder having for its more
prominent object simple and efficient provi-

sion for permitting the butt of a pen to bein-

troduced and firmly clamped, maintained so

during use, and the expeditious release of

sald pen when required without liability of
the fingers of the user becoming soiled.

W'lth the above and other purposes in view
the improved penholder comprises generally
a pair of extended shanks, preferably located
within the metal sleeve, said shanks having
at their forward ends and conveniently ac-
cessible at the sleeve-opening jaws with co-
acting surfaces transversely curved to adapt
them when brought togéther to intimately
clamp and hold the pen - butt, the opening
and closing of said jaws being controlled by
a small clasp slidingly embracing the shanks

and having a rearwardly-extending stem or

spindle longitudinally movable in a channel
therefor in the holder handle or stock, said
clasp and its spindle being normally forwardly
projecting to maintain the jaws closed through
the medium of a thrust-spring on sald stem
and interposed between the rear end of the
channel and a projection on the spindle, the
projection being so disposed that it will lat-
erally project through a longitudinal slot in

- the pen-stock and permit the retraction of the

4.0

spindle and its clasp counter to the spring to
effect the opening of the j Jaws for the release
of the pen-butt. |

There are other 1mportant feetures con-
nected with the invention, which, besides those
alluded to, are clearly set forth in the subse-
quent detailed desecription,

In the accompanying drawings,forming part

“of this specification, Figure 1 1s a side view

of the major portion of a penholder embody-
Ing my invention. Fig. 2 is a somewhat simi-
lm view, but Wlth a port10n of the forwerd

| eleeve 111ustreted in section and the pen-hold-
Ing Jews being in a closed position. Kig. 3
is a view somewhat like that preceding, “the
parts, however, being represented on a con-
‘siderably la,rfa*er scale and the pen-holding
Jjaws being in “the open position. Kig. 41s a
detail p]en view of a portion of the jaw-con-
trolling clasp, its spindle, and wedge on the
latter. Figs. 5 and 6 are detail cross-sections
through the forward portion ot the penholder
and illustrating the jaws in their closed and
open positions, respectively, the plane of sec-
tion being that mdlcated by the broken line
55, Fig. 3. s
Similar reference characters are employed
to designate corresponding parts in the sev-
eral views wherein they occur.

The handle or stock A of the holder may be
of any suitable shape and material—as, for
instance, wood—and has rigidly mounted on
“the forward end the metal. tube or sleeve B,
characteristic of popular constructionsof held—
ers. The tube B in the present case has, how-
ever, at one side a rearwardly-extending lon-
ogitudinal tongue B, which occupies a depres-
sion therefor in the contiguous side of the
‘stock A. This tongue contains a horizontal
slot &', which registers with a corresponding
opening laterally disposed in said stock and
intersecting a central longitudinal channel «,

stock. With a view of alding to maintain the
tongue B’ in position the end portion thereof
has mtegrallv upper and lower spurs 0, Whlch

are embedded in the-stock A.

. Within the forward end of the tube B 1s a
jaw C. which is concavo-convex In cross-sec-
tion and bears against the under surface of
the upper part of the tube at its front end,
said jaw being so positioned that the forward

open end of the tube. This jaw is connected

to dress the lower end of the rivet, so that it
will not impair the uniformity of the clamp-
ing-surface presented at the under side of the
jaw. Integrally at the rear of the jaw Cis

a lonﬂ‘ltudma,lly-extendmo‘ shenk (', which
| may be referred to as being of * passwe” char-

extending rearward from the front end of the

rounded portion thereot projects beyond the ¢

to the tube B by a rivet ¢, care being observed
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acter, lnasmuch as it is not intended to par-

- take of movement, it being positively retained

IO

at 1ts forward end by 1ts connection with the

jaw C, while it is rigidly held at its rear end

by reason of the latter being embedded in the
end of the stock or handle A as most clearly

indicated 1in Fig. 8. It will be observed that
the forward portion C of this shank is sub-
stantially horizontal, while the rear part & of
the shank follows an upward inclination to-
ward the rear. Also in the forward end por-

- tion of the tube B is a lower clamping-jaw D
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of somewhat solid character and having its
upper surface transversely curved to adapt it
for closely coinciding with the under face of
the jaw C. This jaw D is supported on the end
of a lonmtudmally—dlsposed shank D', which
may be termed the *“active” shank, becanse

1t has the capacity for moving relative to the

shank C'. The forward part &’ of the shank
D’ is curved so that it can partake of a lim-
ited rocking movement sufficient to establish
a clamping relation with its companion or be
withdrawn therefrom. The rear part d” of
the shank D’ divergently inclines relative to
the rear part of the shank C’.. At an interme-
diate point of their lengths, where the shanks
are in the closestapposition, one of said shanks
18 provided with a pin ¢, which extends with-
in a slot therefor in.the other shank, which
slot 1s sufficiently ample to permit the rocking
movement of the shank D’. This pin & serves
to maintain the shanks in their operative re-
lation with respect to each other and insure
accurate working of the jaws.

Slidingly embracmﬂ" the shanks (f D' is a
clasp E, having at.one side a rearwardly-ex-
tending spindle E’, a considerable part of
which latter plays in the longitudinal opening
@ 1n the stock A. That part of the spindle E’
which 1s adjacent to the slot 6 of the tongue B’
has a lug ¢ laterally projecting through said
siot, said spindle and its clasp being normally
maintained in a forwardly - projected posi-
tion by an expanding spring ¢, embracing the

- spindle and bearing against a shoulder ¢

within the channel ¢ and also against the lug
¢, the forward projection of the spindle be-
ing limited by the lug coming in contact
Wlth the metal at the front end of the slot,
such contact, however, being coincident, with
the full closmﬂ' position of the jaws C D.
At a point some distance to the rear of the
sleeve I the spindle E'is provided with a
transversely-arranged horizontal wedge ¢*, oc-
cupying 2 plane between the rear parts of the
shanks C' D’. The normal tendency of the
spring ¢ being to maintain the spindle and
its clasp forwardly projected, the clasp will
be in such relation to the forward parts of the
shanks C' D' that the jaws C D will be to-
gether, so as to firmly clamp the butt of a pen
introduced between the same. This clamp-
ing action will be greatly augmented by the
wedge ¢ having moved between the most
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closely converged portions of the rear parts

Jaws C D in clamping rela,tlon Now when it
is desired to detach the pen without having

fingers all that 1s required is the retraction of
the lug ¢ along the slot §, which will mani-
festly result in throwing open the jaws and
permitting the pen to fall from between the
same. .
be roughened to increase their U'Paspmcr ca-
pacity.

The improved penholder is not only simple
and conveniently operated, butits serwce con-
duces to cleanliness.

I do not desire to be understood as hmltmg
myself to the precise construction and arrange-
-ment of parts shown and described; but re-
serve the right to all modifications within the
scope of my invention. a

Having now described my invention, what
I claim as new, and deSIre to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

1. The combination with a penholder in-
- cluding a stock or handle, of a fixed and a mov-
able shank each provided .at its forward end
with a elamping-jaw and a clasp slidingly em-
bracing said shanks for opening and closing
the jaws, said clasp having a normally spring-
projected spindle extendlnﬂ' to and 1n guided
relation with respect to said stock or handie.

2. The combination with a penholder com-
prising a longitudinally - recessed stock or
handle, with lateral opening intersecting said
recess, of a fixed and a movable shank each
provided at its forward end witha clamping-
jaw, and a clasp slidingly embracing said
shanks for opening and closing the jaws, said
clasp having a normally spring - projected
spindle playing within the stock-recess and
provided with a lug extending through the
lateral opening in said stock.

3. The combination with a penholder, of a
fixed and 2 movable shank each provided at its
forward end with a clamping-jaw, and said
shanks having their rear parts provided with
oppositely - located divergent faces, and a
normally spring-projected spindle slidingly
guided relative to the forward parts of said
shanks and provided with a clasp movably em-
bracing said shanks for opening and closing
the jaws and with a wedge for coaction with
the divergent faces of theshanks, said spindle
extending inoperable relation with respect to
the handle.

4. The combination with a penholder 1n-
cluding a longitudinally-recessed handle con-
talning a lateral opening intersecting said re-
cess, and a metal tube having a rearwardly-

with sald lateral opening, of a fixed and a

clamping-jaws at their front ends, and with

reardivergent parts, a clasp slidingly embrac-

recourse to the grasping of the same by the |

extending tongue containing a slot coinciding

of the shanks, so as to force such rear parts
-away from each other, and thereby bring the
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movable shank within said tube and having

130




Ln

782,540 S SR g

ing said shanks, and a spindle connected with
said clasp and havmﬁ' a wedge movable be-
tween the divergent parts, said spindle play-
1ng within the handle-recess and provided with

a lucr extending through the handle-slot, and a

spring normally projecting said spmdle and
clasp. -

Signed at Mmoa, in the county of Onondaga

and State of New York, this 6th da‘y of April,
A. D. 1904.

|

. GILBERT 1.. BLACK.
Witnesses: | | |
F. R. SHOEMAKER,

C. M. SHOEMAKER.
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