~No. 782,612, - PATENTED FEB. 14, 1905,
- : G. W. MERSHON. o
- MAIL POUCH CATCHER.

~ APPLIOATION FILED 00T, 1, 1904,

.-

Frgd

j ” | . 78- £ - . P | . -
‘I o _f?_- -===="-‘=-.~.~. N J ¢ ' | ' 5 |l‘I i |
IR @ W e

ALY

.
™

-

- e e

. i
e i1 - - - . I ) . .
[ W -
£ SN | | € 74
¥ ) i ' .
- ) . . ' F ' ]




- Pouch Catchers, fully described and represent-
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UNITED STATES
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OF NEWARK,
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MAIL-POUCH CATQH ER.

SPECIFICATION formmg part of Letters Patent No. 782 512 ‘dated February 14, 1905.
Application filed October 1,1904., Serial No. 226,874,

To all whom it ma 1/ CONCErn:

Be 1t known that I, GEorer W. MERSHON
a citizen of the Umted States, whose residence
1s 48 Tichenor street, Newark, county of Es-
sex, and State of New Jersey, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Mail-

ed 1n the following specification and the ac-
companying drawmgs formmcr a part of the
same. |

" The object of the present mventlon is to
furnish a mail-pouch catcher in which the sup-
ports for the mail-bag will hold the bag se-
curely until grasped by the hook upon the
maitl-car and will then permit it to move freely
from the supports.

In many of the mail-pouch catchers hereto-

fore used the support for the bag does not per-
mit its disengagement with sufficient freedom,

as the fixtures (for holding the bag-ring) clamp

or embrace the wire of the ring upon oppo-

site sides and cramp the ring when slightly
twisted, and thus prevent free disengagement.
Inthe presentinvention the ring isnot clamped
between flat surfaces, but 1s supported upon
a round bar which is furnished with grooves
in the edges, and leaf-springs are fitted to the
OTO0OVEeS and bowed outwardly in such manner
that the; prevent the bag from being displaced
until it 1s grasped by the hook of the mail-
catcher, when the forward movement of the
ring compresses the springs, which permits
1t to move from the support Wlthout 1n }L]I’V to
the bag. -

The i imvention also includesa particalar con-
struction for the supporting-arms by which
the bag-supporting ringsare held thereon with
sufficient firmness to prevent any accidental

“displacement of the bag by the draftsof passing

trains, yet permitting the free withdrawal of
the ba,cr when O’rasped by the hook upon the
mall-car

The arms in my construction are formed

upon the outer side with rounded surface,

upon which the bag-rings can slide freely, and
the edges of the arm are provided with spring-
tongues howed outwardly near the ends to

prevent the accidental displacement of the

rings when forced over the bowed ends of the

springs, but permitting the ring to be with- |

 * drawn when the bag 1s moved forward by the

car.
The construction will. be understood by ref—
erence to the annexed drawings, in which—
~ Figure 1 is a perspective view of the mail-
bag crane with part of the mail-car. Fig. 2
isa, plan of one of the mail-bag supports upon
a much larger scale. FKig. 31s an edge view of
the support. Fig. 4 1s a section of the sup-
port through one of the spring-rivets, and
Filg. 5 is an end view with the ring thereon
supporting the adjacent part of the mail-bag.
In Kig. 1, @ designates the usual post of the

crane, 6/ the arms projecting therefrom to-

ward the track, and ¢ the mail-bag supports
extended at right angles to the arms parallel

to the track in the same directionas the move-

ment of the mail-car, so that the rings d when
the bag B 1s moved forward by the car slide
naturally toward the endsofthesupports. The
supports are made of 1ron in elbow shape, as
shown in Fig. 2, so that one member, ¢, may

be fastened upon the top of the wooden arm

b, and the other member, ¢, is rounded upon
the upper side, as shown in Fig. 4, to fit the
inner side of the ring & upon the mail-bag.
The opposite edges of the support are shown
formed with G'r()oveq ¢ and the end with a
transverse groove ¢, and springs F are se-
cured i in the OTrooVves cat the ends nearest the
part ¢. A stop is formed on the top of each
support by a vertical pin ¢, and between such
stop and the outer end of the support the
springs are formed with outwardly-project-
ing curves or bows F', with the inwardly-
curved ends of the springs lying in the trans-
verse slot ¢.  One of the mail-bag rings d is
shown 1n section in Kig. 2 slipped over the
extreme end of the support ¢ in contact with
the outwardly-bowed ends /' of the springs,
showing that the pressure of the ring upon
the support operates to crowd the springs 7
together until the spring has passed over the

bowed portions into contact with the stop ¢.

The bowed portions then spring outwardly,
as shown in dotted lines, serving to prevent
any accidental displacement of the bag from
the drafts caused by passing trains.

In Fig. 3 a ring is shown in dotted lines
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portions of the springs which then project be-

- yond the inner line of the ring, as shown by

the dotted lines in Fig. 2. retain the bag se-
curely upon the supports, while they do not.
prevent the free removal of the bag when
pushed forward by the mail-catcher 4. With

- this new form of support extended parallel
~ to the track the inclined hook of the mail-

10

catcher is not required to perform any func-
tion 1n drawing the bag toward the car, but
operates simply to crowd the bag against the

~axle 2 of the mail-catcher and holds the bag
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from falling until the catcher is tipped to throw
1t 1nto the car.

Heretotorea leaf-spring hassometimes been |

secured upon the top of the support and the
ring inserted between the support and the
spring; but in my construction I make the

support as nearly as possible the same shape

as the upper half of the ring and arrange the
springs, which operate within the ring instead
of outsidethe same,in aloopofleather or metal.
Such loop is liable to be crowded against the
inner side of the support when the bag is
drawn forcibly from the same, and I there-
fore hollow the opposite side of the support,
as clearly shown in Figs. 4 and 5, to effectu-
ally clear such loop. Experlence has shown
that the bags can ‘be securely held upon my
support and can be removed therefrom with-

out any injury to the bag or the ring attach-

ments.

As my bag-support is the ﬁrst which ex-
tends parallel with the track, I have made a

specific claim to such arrangement of the sup-

ports irrespective of their particular construc-
tion.

Having thus set forth the nature of the in-
vention, what is claimed herein is—

1. Inamail-pouch catcher, thecombination, 40

with the supporting-post and its projecting
arms, of bag-supports extended from the arms
parallel with the track, and such bag-supports
provided upon each lateral edge with a spring
to fit within the ring upon the bag to retain it
upon the support.

2. Inamail-pouch catcher, the combination,
with the supporting-post and.its projecting
arms, of bag-supports extended from the arms
parallel with the track and provided each with
a stop, and such bag-supports having grooved

edges and springs fitted therein to retam the

bag—rmff thereon.

3. Inamail-pouch catcher, the combination,
with the supporting-post and its projecting
arms, of bag-supports extended from the arms
paralle]l with the track, and such bag-supports
having grooved edges and springs fitted there-
in with their outer ends bowed to retain the

‘ring thereon, substantially as herein set forth.
4. Inamail-pouchcatcher, the combination,

with the supporting-post and its projecting

arms, of bag-supports extended from'the arms

parallel with the track, such bag-supports be-
ing rounded upon the outer side to fit the ring,
and hollowed upon the inner side to clear the
loop upon the bag, and having upon the sides
springs bowed near their outer ends to retain
the ring thereon, and a stop upon the support
to hold the ring near the end of the support
within the bowed portion of the spring.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in the presence of two subscribing

witnesses. : |
GEORGE W. MERSHON.

Witnesses:
Cyrus C. (JURRIDR
TrOMAS S. CRANE.
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