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To allt whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JacoB HoucH, a citizen
of the United States, r631d1n0' at Plattevﬂle in
the county of Grant and State of Wisconsin,
have invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Supports for Carriage-Tops; and 1
do declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which 1t ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and

to the letters of reference marked thereon,

which form a part of this specification.
This invention relates to new and useful im-

provements in carriage-top supports; and the

object of the invention is to produce a simple
and efficient means of this character which

“may be fastened to the frame of a carriage-

top and affording means whereby the bows of
the top may contact with a spring-actuated
curved plate to break the force of the fall of
the top and prevent sudden jar in case the top

~1s lowered quickly.
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The 1nvention consists 1n various detalls of

construction and in combinations and arrange-

ments of parts, which will be hereinafter fully
described and then Spemﬁcally defined 1in the
appended claims.

My invention is illustrated in the accom-

panying drawings, which, with the letters of
reference marked thereon form a part of this
application, and in Wh1ch--- -

Figure 1 1s. a perspective view showing mV
device as applied to a carriage-top. Fig. 21s a
detail perspective view Sliowing' a stop to limit
the throw of the spring-pressed plate in one
direction, and Fig. 3 1s a detail view of the
conca,ved plate upon which the bow of the top
rests.

Reference now being had to the details of
the drawings by letters, A designates a boxing
substantially square in cross-section .and 1s
adapted to be held upon a portion of the frame
of a carriage-top in the manner shown clearly
in the drawings, and B designates a SCrew
mounted in the threaded aperture in the box-
ing and designed to hold the latter securelv to

| the frame.

5o

C C designate lugs integ ral with the boxing
and rising from the top thereof and D desw'-

1

plate.
have apertures therein, are slightly flared for
the purpose of guiding the bow into the p_late_
in the event of its having a slight lateral swing-

nates a bolt passing through apertures in said
lugs, and D’ is a nut fitted upon the threaded
end of the bolt. The concaved plates LK, 1n

which a bow of the top is adapted to rest, have

integral lugs E' projecting from the opposite
edges thereof and are perforated to receive the
bolt upon which they are pwotally mounted.
I designates a spring which -is. bent upon
itself and is adapted to be held against the un-

der surface of said plate at one side of the piv-

otal point thereof, while the ends of the spring
bear against said boxing. The purpose of said
spring is to normally hold the plate at an an-
ole of substantially forty-five degrees to the
horizontal plane of said boxing and to yield
under pressure, the greater the tilting down
of the plate under the welght of the top or of
any sudden impact against the plate by the
sudden dropping of the top the greater will
be the tension upon the spring, which serves
to break the force of the falling top. Pro-
jecting from one face of said boxmg opp031te
the face carwmo‘ said screw is a lug K, which
projects above the top of the boxmg, and the
upper edge thereof is 1nclined, as shown, at
an angle prefemblv equal to the antrle at w ‘hich
sald plate normally rests, and said lug serves
as a stop to limit the forward throw of the
The ends of said concaved plate, which

ing movement, thus alwav insuring the bow
coming in contact with the plate.

By the provision of a device of the character
described it will be observed that a simple and
efficient means is provided which will take up
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the jar upon a carriage-top in the event of the

same falling with full force or being thrown
back suddenly under pressure. As the bows
of the top strike the plate the latter will yield

QO

under the tension of the spring and take up -

the jar, which would otherwise cause the top
to soon become damaged or broken.

While I have shown a particular construc-
tion of apparatus illustrating my support for
carriage-tops, it will be under rstood that I may

vary the detailed construction of the same, 1f

desired, without 1n any way departing trom
the spirit of the invention.
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- of said boxing, a spring for normally holding
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2.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Lietters Patent, 1s— | S

1. A support for carriage-tops comprising
a boxing with lugs thereon, means for fitting

the same to the frame of a carriage-top, a con-
caved plate pivotally mounted upon the lugs

said plate at an inclination, and means for
limiting the forward throw of said plate, as set
forth. | |

2. A support for carriage-tops comprising
a boxing adapted to be fitted to the frame of

a top and having lugs projecting from one face

thereof, a plate provided with lugs, a pintle
passing through registering apertures in said
lugs and upon which said plate 1s pivotally
mounted, a spring bent upon itself and bear-
ing against sald plate, the $hank portion of
the spring passing about said pintle and its
ends bearing against said boxing, and means
for limiting the forward throw of said plate,
as set forth.

3. A support for carriage-tops comprising |

782,504 -

a boxing, a screw adapted to hold the samc
upon the frame of the top, the forward face
of said boxing having a lug with inclined top,

25

a concaved plate pivotally mounted upon said -

boxing, a spring for normally holding the
plate against the top of said lug, as set forth.

4. A support for carriage-tops comprising
a boxing, a screw adapted to hold the same
upon the frame of the top, the forward face
of said boxing having a lug with inelined top,

a pin carried by said boxing, a concaved plate

pivotally mounted upon said pin, a spring
mounted upon said pin and adapted to hold
sald plate against the inclined top of said lag,

‘the ends of said plate flaring and adapted to
~guide a bow of the top into said plate, as set,

forth.

" In testimony whereof I hereunto athx my
signature 1n presence ot two witnesses.

JACOB HOUGH.

Withesses:

MANFRED S. BLOCE,
Ly A. Loxe.
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