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To all whone 76 ey coneern:

Be it known that I, Wiroie A, WriLLrays, a
citizen ot the United States, residing at Wades-
ville, in the county of Posey and State of Indi- :
ana, have invented a new and useful Clover- |

Buncher, of which the following 1s a specilica-
tion.
This invention relates to that class of devices

which are known as ““clover-bunchers’ and
which are in the nature of attachments for

ieaders of harvesting-machines for the pur-
1)0:31:* of receiving and bunching the clover-
heads stripped ther eby until a sutti cient quan-
tity has been accumulated, when by a simple

trip mechanism the bunch may be released |

and dropped in a pile upon the ground.

The invention has for its object to provide |

a device of this class which shall possess supe-
rior advantages in point ot simplicity, dura-
bility, and general efliciency; and with these
and other ends 1n view,which will readily ap-
pear as the nature of the invention becomes
better understood, the same consists in the
mmproved construction and novel combination
anc arrangement of parts which will be here-
inatter fully described, and particularly point-
ed out 1n the claim.

In the accompanying drawings has been
Hlustrated a simple and preferred form of em-
bodiment of my 1mproved clover-buncher, it
heing understood that no limitation is made to
the precise structural details therein exhibit-
ed, but that the rightisreserved toall changes,
mod heations, and alterations which come
fairly within the scope of the invention and
which may be resorted to without departing
from the spirit or sacrilicing any of the ad-
vantages of the same.

In said drawings, Figure 1 isa front view in
perspective of my improved clover-buncher.
Fig. 2 15 a rear elevation.

jorresponding parts in both ficures are in-
dicated by similar numerals of-reference.

The frame of my improved clover-buncher
includes a pair of side pileces 1 1, preferably

~consisting of straps of steel or othel sultable !
ends of which are beut to

metal and the rear
assume a vertical position, constituting up-
rights or brackets 2 2. The side picces 1 1

- are made

- sicde pleces 11 at the

to diverge in a forward direction,

and thelr front end% are connected by a cross-
A pair of triangular plates 4 4 are

plece 3.

connected with the side pieces 1 and with the
acljacent ends of the cross-pilece 3, said trian-
gular platesserving to brace the structure and
to strengthen the same. A plurality of flexi-
ble bars or strips 5 5 are secured at their front
encds to the front piece 3 and extend rear-
wardly, terminating about on a line with the
point where the latter

are bent upwardly to form the brackets 2 <.

The upper ends of the upwardly-extending

brackets 2 2 are provided with bearings for a
shatt 7, having a plurality of transverse teeth
8, which extend through said shaft on dia-
metrically opposite sides of the same and
which are of a length about equal to that of
the uprights 22.  The shatt 7 1s also provided
at right angles to the teeth 8 with radially-ex-

tending fingers 9 for the purpose of assisting

the shatt in rotating when the bunch is to be

discharged from the device, as mll be pres-

ently understood. The shatt 7 1s also pro-
vided at one of 1ts projecting enc
piece 10, which 1sin alinement with the teeth 8.

Pivotally connected with a bracket 11, ex-
tending trom one of the uprights 2. is a bell-
crank lever 12,
2 handle having a perforation 13 and the short
arm of which 13 connected by a link 14 with
a vertically -slidable spring - actuated pin or
bolt 15.  Said
culding -sleeve 15", which is securely con-
nected with the upright 2 and is connected at
its upper end with a yoke 15°, which slidingly
engages the sald upright 2. Said yokeis pro-
vided with a laterally - extending arm 15
adapted to extend into the path of the eross-
piece 10 of the shaft 7. The latter,
seen, 1s thus prevented from rotating in its
bearings until the
drawn, which may be done by operating the
bell-crank lever 10, the latter being conven-
lently accomplished by means of a string or
wire 17, connected with the perforation 13 in
the long arm of said bell-crank member. The
trip mechanism will

s with a eross- -
75

the long arm ot which forms-

pin or bolt extends through a

1t will be

latch member 15 1s with-

In practice be operated
by the operator of the machine with which
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the improved clover-buncheris connected for
operation; but said machine or any partthere-
of has not been shown in the drawings, as 1t
does not form a part of the invention.

In practice the side members 1, front mem-
ber 3, plates4, and the strip 5 coéperate to con-

stituteaplatform adapted to receive the clover-

heads which are bunched upon the said plat-

form against the teeth 8 of the revolubleshaft
7. said teeth constituting a back wall to the

said platform. When asufficientload or bunch
has been accumulated, the trip mechanism 1s
operated by pulling the rope or wire 17, thus
causing the spring-actuated pin or bolt to be
moved inadownward direction, carrying with
it the yoke 15°, the arm of which, 15 1s thus
removed from contact with the cross-piece10,
and the progression of the platform will cause
the bunch of clover, which engages the ground
between the strips 5, to remain  stationary

~ while the platform moves from under sald

. 30

35

bunch, the fingers 9 of the shatt 7 serving to
engage the bunch, thereby causing the shatt
T to complete a half-rotation until the entire

bunch has been delivered and the shatv 1s ar-
rested with the teeth 8 in an approximately

vertical position by the cross-piece 10 engag-

ing the trip-arm 15°. It is obvious that the

flexible nature of the material of which the
platform of this improved clover-buncher 1s
constructed facilitates the operation of the
same, the bunch being supported upon said
platform in such a manner that it will par-
tially engage the ground, and thus enable the
platform to move from under the bunch at the

82,301

very moment when the trip mechanism is op-
erated.

The general construction of this device, 1t
will be seen, is extremely simple and inexpen-
sive, and it is obviously useful and service-
able for the purposes for which it isintended.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed 15— | |

In a device of the class described, a frame
including a cross-piece, side pieces connected
with said cross-piece and having upturned
rear ends forming standards, bearings at the
upper ends of said standards, a shaft mounted
for rotation in said bearings and serving to
connect the sides of the frame, radially-ex-
tending fingers upon said shaft, and a trip-
finger upon said shaft adjacent to the outer
side of one of the standards, in combination
with a bracket secured to said standard, a bell-
crank lever pivoted to sald bracket, a guide-
sleeve secured upon the standard, a spring-
actuated pin slidable in said guide-sleeve, a
link connecting said pin with one arm of the
bell-crank lever, and a yoke mounted slidably
upon the standard and having an arm extend-
ing in the path of the trip-finger upon the

shaft, said yoke being connected with the up-.

per end of the spring-actuated. pin.
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In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own 1 have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.
~ WILLIE A. WILLIAMS.
Witnesses:
KrrrLy DEFUR,
ALvIN CARTWRIGHT.
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