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Application filed April 29, 1904, Serial No, 205,516,

To all whony it may coneerm:

Be it known that I, MarcELLUS S. FIELD, 2
citizen of the United States, residing in Bos-
ton, 1n the county of Suttolk ..«md State of Mas-
sachusetts, have invented an Improvement in
Mail-Receptacles, of which the followinhe de-
scription, 1n connection with the accompany-
inge draw Ings, 1s a specilication, like numerals
on the drawings representing like parts.

Most modern office-buildings are provided
with letter-drops or openings in the doors of
the oth ver the

lces, so that the postman can deli
mail to the occupants of the building by merely
bhppmu 1t through the letter le]_)b or open-
ing in the doors. In the best office-buildings
objection 18 raised to fastening to the inside
of thb dloor receptacles for catehing mail, be-
causc of the fact that in thus attaching recep-
tacles to the door the latter will become
marred. As a result no mail-receptacles are
used and the mail which is deposited throueh
the letter-drop falls to the floor, where it is
very likely to become soiled and from which
1t has to be picked up.

It is the object of the present invention to
provide a novel form of mail-receptacle which
can be attached to the door without marringe
the latter in any way, as would be the case if
holes were bored 1n exposed portions of the
door or brackets were secured to the door.

Another object of my invention is to pro-
vide a maitl-receptacle ot this class which can
be easlly removed from the door, 1t desired,
and thus can be used as a receptacle to carry
the mail to the deslk or desks. where it is to
be distributed. -

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view showing one form of my receptacle ap-
plied to the dom., a portion ot the door only
being shown. Fig. 2 1s a vertical section

through a portion of the door, showing my

mall-receptacle applied thereto, and Fig. 3 is
a section on the line # w, Fig. 9. |

In the drawings, 3 designates a door having
an opening 4 cut therein to form a letter-drop.
Usnally these openings are faced on the inside
ot the door with a finishing-plate 5 and on the
outsicde ot the door with
plate 6, which 1s sometimes provided with a
flap 7. These finishing-plates, however, form

another finishing- |

! no part of my invention, which relates to a
| mail-receptacle and means for attaching said

mail-receptacle to the door 1n such a way that
the exposed portions of the door will not be
marred 1n the slightest degree.  Variousways
of accompli
to without departing from my invention.
the tor

In
m of my invention herein shown the

matl-receptacle comprises a frame 8, from

which 1s suspended a mail-receiving portion
9, preterably of reticulated material, such as

netting, said frame having rising from one

sicle one or more arms or members 10, which
are bent to form holding-hooks 11, adapted
to enter holding-sockets 12, which are formed
in the bottom of the opening 4 of the letter-
arop.

I prefer to make the frame 8 from a picce
of wire which 1s bent to partially inclose the
mouth of the receptacle and has its ends
turned upwardly and bent to form the hooks
11 above described and a connectine link or
member 13, which ties together the two up-
wardly-extending arms 10.
member 13 is herein shown as having its ends
14 looped about the upwardly-extending arms
10 and covered with a suitable cushion or
padding material 15, which prevents any in-

jary to or marring ot the door.

A receptacle such as above described can
be applied to any door having a letter-drop
by simply boring holes 12 1n the bottom of
the opening in the door, which are properly
spaced to receive the holding-hooks 11 of the
receptacle.  When the receptacle is in place,
the holding-hooks enter the sockets 12, which
are entnt,l,_v within the material of the door,
and the cushioned or padded portion of the
connecting member lics against the inside of
the door, as seen 1n Kig. 3 thus preventing
the receptacle from marring the door in any
Way.

The angular position of the frame 8 may be

acljusted by raising or lowering the conncet-

1ng member 13 upon the arms 10. For in-
stance, 1f the connecting member 1s at the
lower end of the arms the frame 8 will
stand substantially level, as shown: but it

sald connecting member 1s lifted into the dot-

- ted-line position, Fig. 2, the result will be to

shing this object may be resorted

Said connecting
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throw the outer edge of the frame 8 upwardly.
It 1s sometimes desirable to give the frame 8
this position in order to prevent the mail en-
tering the slot 4 from being projected clear
over the receptacle.

I prefer the reticulated receptacle, because
it is possible for the occupant of the room to
observe at any time whether there is any mail
in the receptacle or not. My invention, how-
ever, would not be departed from 1f a recep-
tacle of some other character were employed.

While I prefer the construction herein
shown, since it does not involve any special
construction of facing-plate 5 and since the
form of receptacle is one which can be applied

to any door without marring the same, yet 1

wish it understood that my invention 1s not
limited to this particular arrangement, but 1s
intended to cover any equivalent construction.
It will be obvious, therefore, that very many
changes in the construction and arrangement

- of the parts may be resorted to wﬂzhout de-

3

parting from the invention.
Having described my invention, what 1

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, 15—

1. In a device of the class deseribed, a door
having a letter-drop opening therethrough,
and a holding-socket within the body of the
door opening into the bottom of the letter-

782,220

drop opening, combined with a mail-recepta=
cle having a holdmcr hook to enter said socket.

9. In a device of the class described, a door
or partition having a letter-drop opening
therethrough, and also having one or more
holding-sockets opening into said letter-drop
opening, combined with a reticulated mail-re-
ceptacle having one or more holding-arms
shaped to enter said holdma'-soekets

3. A mail-receptacle comprising a frame
formed of a length of wire bent to the required
shape, the ends of sald wire being bent up-
wardly from one side of the frame to form
holding-hooks, a connecting-link tying to-
Oether said npwardly bent portions of wire,
and a mail- -receiving member depending from
sald frame.
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4. A mail-receptacle comprising a wire bent

to partially inclose the mouth of the recep-
tacle, the ends of the wire being turned up-
Wardly and bent to form holdmo'-hooks, anc
a padded connecting member tying together
sald hooks.

In testlmony Whereot I havesigned my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

MARCELLUS S. FIELD.

Witnesses:

Louis C. SMITH,
Evminy C. HODGES.
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