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Lo ol 1whome iF muayy coneer: located centrally and adjacent to its upper 50
Be 1t known that we, Lorexz F. Bruse- | edee and provided with a curved onard or
MEYER, residing at W estphalm Obd“‘ > county, hood 10. This guarded opening is of sufli-

and Huxry L. K. Breseyeys R, IE‘S]L]II’]U at | clent size to permit the hand of a voter to be
s Warrenton, Warren county, State of Mis- inserted in the casing to operate the ballot-
sourl, citizens of the United States, have in- | ball - dropping mechanism, hereinafter de- 55
vented certain new and useful Improvements | seribed, the guard 10 prev entmu persons stand-
i Ballot-Boxes; and we do declare the fol- | ing near h\' from observineg how the voter
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip- | easts his ballot.  The rear end of the CASING

1o tion of the 1n w:}t'lt.'-:_m., such as will enable oth- | 1 iy closed by a removable frame 11, consist-
ers skilled In the art to which it appertains to | ing of front and rear ends 12 and 13, connect- 60
make and use the same. ed by spaced vertically - disposed blocks or

Our invention relates to improvements in | strips 14.. This frame may be removably se-
hallot-boxes of the ball type for use by secret | cured in the casing in any desired manner,

15 or fraternal societies in balloting or casting | but preferably by screws 15, which are [)dSde

- votes for new candidates for membership : Lml through the side walls 3 of th latter and into 653
for other purposes. the end walls 12 and 13 of said frame. The
The object of the invention is to provide a | vearend 13 of said frame, which corresponds in
device of this character which shall be simple | size to that of the end of the casing which it

20 I construction, comparatively inexpensive of - closes, is formed initslower edoe with a I'CCOSS
production, and exceedingly useful for the 17, thlmwh which a drawer 18 is adapted to 70
purpose for which 1t 1s designed. ' slide.  Saiddrawer rests upon the bottom 2 of

With the aboveand other objects in view the tht, casing and 1s guided by strips 19, secured
invention consists of certain novel features of | on the latter. A sw Inging catch 20 or a loclk

25 construction, combination, and arrangement . of any description may be provided upon the
of devices hereinafter described and claimed. | rear end 13 of the frame to hold the sliding 75

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 11is | drawer in its closed position.  Said draw er,
a perspective view of a ballot-box embodying | which is disposed below the almfwlmnnectmu
our invention. Fig. 2 is a vertical longitudi- | blocks or boards 14, is provided with a central

30 nal sectional view through the same.  Fig. 3 | longitudinally- thnlmu partition 21, which
15 a vertical transverse sectional View taken divides 1t into two compartments adapted to 8o
on the line 3 3 of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a hori- | receive the black and white ballot-ball from
zontal sectional view taken on the line 4 4 of | the droppine mechanisms mounted in said
Fig. 2. Fig. 5 1s a perspective view of one | frame. If desired, the inner end of said par-

35 of the operating-levers.  Fig. 6 is a perspec- | tition may be prov ided with a removable ex-
tive view of the ballot-box with a moditied | tension 22, provided for a purpose presently 83
form of ball-dropping mechanism mounted explained.  Two ballot-bal -l..]l()]_}]}lllﬂ, meeh-

therein.  Fig. 7 1s a vertical longitudinal see- | anisms are mounted in the frame | 1, one for

tional view through the same, a,ml Fie. S1sa | the white ballot-balls and the other for the

40 horizontal sectional view talen on the line 8 | black ones used in machines of this character,

S of e, 7. - Fach of these mechanisms, which are iden- oc
Re teu my more paltlculmh to Kigs. 1 to 5, | tica 111 construction, comprises an Opemtnw—

inclusive, of the drawings, the numeral 1 LIL- 5 le\et 3, tormed with a curved front or inner

notes the casing, consisting of a base or bot- | end 24, which extends through and moves in a

45 tom 2, two stdes 3, a front end 4, and a top | slot 25, formed in the front end wall 12 of said
5, having a portion hinged, as at 6, to forma ! frame. Saidslotserves tolimitthe movement 05 -
swinging cover or closure.  The front end 4, © of said lever.  Said forwardly and upwardly
which 1s preferably formed of sheet me tal | curved end 24 of said lever is provided with
and curved, as shown, has a hand-opening 9 | a removable key or button 27. which is suit-
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ably colored, the key upon one lever being
black and that upon the other being white.
The rear end of said lever 23 is divided or bi-
furcated to form arms 28 and 29, which are
pivoted, as at 30, upon one of the connecting
blocks or boards 14. The outer arm 29 ot
said lever is disposed in a slotted portion 51
of said block 14, as shown in Fig. 2 of the
drawings. The arms 28 and 29 of said lever
coact with a transversely - extending valve-
opening 32,which is formed 1n said block 14,
in order to open and close the same. Said
valve-opening 32 communicates with the lower
end of a curved feeding-tube 33, which 1s se-
cured upon the outer face of the block 14 by
means of brackets 34 and 85. The arm 28 of
the lever is formed with a semiecircular recess
96 and the arm 29 with asimilar recess 37 and
a projection 38, these recesses and projections
being so disposed that when the lever 231s in
elevated position one of the balls fed through
the tube 33 will be permitted to enter be-
tween the two arms of said lever, so that when
the latter is depressed said ball will be dis-
charged through the opposite end of sald
valve-opening. When the lever is in its low-

~ ered position, the projection 38 will close the

30
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lower end of said tube to prevent more than
one ball from passing through the valve-open-
ing. The lever 23 is retracted or held in 1its
elevated position by a coil-spring 39, having

one end connected to said lever and its other

end secured to a recessed portion of said block
14. The upper ends of said feeding-tubes 33
aline with openings 34, formed in the swing-
ing top or cover of the casing 1, so. that
ballot-ball receptacles or hoppers 40 may be
passed through said openings in the cover and
removably engaged with the upper ends of
said feedino-tubes. These receptacles or hop-
pers, one of which is provided for black balls
and the other for white balls, may be of any

guitable form and construction; but, asshown,

43
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05

they consist of cylindrical tubes having their
outer surfaces colored, one white and the
other black. They may be of any suitable
size, according to the number of balls to be
used.

The operation and advantages of the ma-
chine will be readily understood from the fore-
going description, taken in connection with
the accompanying drawings. When the parts
are in the position shown: in Fig. 2 of the
drawings, the voter inserts his hand through
the hooded opening 9 and depresses one or
the other of the two levers 23. The depres-
sion of the lever with the black button or key
will cause a black ball to be dropped into one
compartment of the sliding drawer, and a de-
pression of the lever with the white button or
key will cause a white ball to be dropped into

the other compartment of said drawer. 1f de-

sired, bells 41 may be provided in each com-
partment of the drawer in line with the valve-
opening in the block 14, so that when the ball

|
|
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is discharged through the same it will strike
and ring said bell to indicate thata vote or bal-
lot has been cast. 1t will be seen that the ex-
tension 22 upon the partition in the sliding
drawer extends upwardly between the valve-

openings upon the inner faces of the blocks

14, and thus causes the balls discharged from
said opening to enter the proper compartment

in the drawer.

In Figs. 6 to 8, inclusive, of the drawings
is shown a different form of ballot-ball-drop-
ping mechanism. The outer casing of this
machine is the same as that of the one pre-
viously described, and the frame 45, which
corresponds to the frame 11, consists of front

ole centrally-disposed block or board 48.

‘Upon opposite sides of said block 48 are se-

cured vertically-disposed blocks 49, formed
with vertically-extending bores or channels
50. Extending through each of said blocks
49 is a slide 51, formed at its front end with
areduced cylindrical portion or stem 52, which
extends through and slides in the front wall

A7 of said frame and hasupon its outer end a

knob or button 53, said knob or button upon
one slide being black and upon the other
white. The rear ends of said slides 51, which
extend through said blocks 49, are formed

‘with valve-openings 54, which are adapted to

be moved into and out of alinement with said
bores or channels 50in the blocks 49. |
one of said knobs is moved inwardly, its valve-
opening alines with one of the bores 50, so
as to receive the lowermost ball in the bore
50, with which it alines, and when sald knob
is pulled outwardly said valve-opening will
be moved out of the block 49 to permit the
ball contained therein to drop into one of the
compartments of the drawer located beneath
the same. These slides 51 are held in their
retracted positition by coil-springs 56, their
torward movement being limited by the shoul-
der formed by reducing the end 52 and their
rearward movement being limited by their
rear ends encaging the end wall 46 of the
frame 45. The upper ends of the bores or
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and rear ends 46 and 47. connected by a sin-

QO
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channels 50 in the blocks 49 are disposed di-

rectly beneath openings 57, formed in the
swinging cover of the casing 1, so that the
tubular receptacles or hoppers 40 may be
passed through the same and removably en-
oaged with said bores 50.

It desired; the swinging top or cover ot the
casing 1 may be formed with two sets of open-
ings, as shown in Fig. 6 of the drawings, so
that either form of ballot-ball-dropping mech-
anism may be used in the machine, the ballot-
ball receptacles or tubes 40 being inserted
through the proper opening, as will be read-
ily understood. -

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
the operation and advantages of the device
will be readily apparent without requiring a
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more extended explanation. The device can
be made at small cost and will be found ex-
ceedinely useful and convenient.

While we have s
preferred cmbodiment of our invention, it will
be understood that we do not desive
ottrselves to the precise constr
set forth, since various changes in the form,.

tton may be resorted
from the principle or sacrificing any of the
advantages of this invention.

Havine thus deseribed our invention, w lmt
we claim as new, and desire to secure b'» Let-
ten Patent, 18—

- A ballot-box havi ing a block prov ided

W 1t i a transverse opening, a ball-duct leading
thereto, a verticallv-movable lever having par-
n.lM arms movable across and on opposite
sides of sald opening, the arm on the inner
Sk (>t sald opening having a cut-oft portion
and an opening to alternately register with
said open
sald opent

ng being opposite the openinge

to without departing

ng, the arm on the outer side of the
m !

1own and desceribed the

to Iimit
action herein

&

provided with a transverse opening and a ball-
duct leading thereto, a vertically-movable le-
ver pivotally connected to cach of said bloeks,

each ot satd levers having parallel arms moy-
able across and on opposite stdes of satd open-
ing, the arm on the mner side of said open-
Ing having a cut-off portion and an opening

| - to alternately register with said opening, the
proportion, and the minor details of construe-

~springs to normally raise said levers
drawer in the ballot-hox havine a partition

arm on the outer side of the satd opening be-
ing opposite the opening in the other arm,
s, and a

~disposed between the said levers and blocks,

- substantially as deseribed.

theother arm, and a spring to normally raise |

sald lever, substantially as deseribed.
2. .\ ballot-box having spaced blocks each

|

In testimony whercof we have hereunto set
our hands 1n presence of two subseribing wit-

1OSSes.
LORENZ F. BIESEMEY ER.
HIENRY L. k. BIESEMIEY ER.
W ltﬂb%sﬂb to the signature of L. I, Biese-
meye
BF‘ SCHAETELR,
Husey J. HorsrpaNtiL.
Witnesses to thesiegnature of H. L. Ix. Biese-

meyer:

C. L.
C. I,

SCHROEDELR,
Porsse.
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