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Be it known that I, Epcar L. SMITH a citi-

zen of the United Stetes residing in Cam- |

bridge, in the county of M]dd]esex and State

of Massachusetts have invented an Improve-

ment in Tevs or Puzales of which the follow-
Ing description, in connection with-the accom-

panying drawings, is a speclﬂeatlon like let-

ters on the dlewmﬂ"s representing 111{9 parts:
This Invention reletes to a toy or puzzle

which is simple and attractive and the solu-
tion of which affords amusement to the oper-
For this purpose I empley two rotata-
‘ble members provided with engaging devices
‘and having their centers of crremtv so placed
as to impartunstable e quilibrium to said mem-
- bers, whereby dlfﬁeulty is experienced in con-
- necting the engaging devices of said members.
The members referred to may and preferably

ator.

will be metal balls, and the engaging devices

- may be made of wire, one in the fmm of an
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eye-and the other in the form of a ‘hook,
‘which is to be engaged with the said eye to
These and other features of
~thisinvention will be pointed out in the claims-
~ at the end of this specification. .
~ Figure 1is a plan view of a box or case eon—-
~ taining the members of a toy or puzzle em-

: bodvmcr this inventioh; Fig. 2, asectlen on -

'_301"t11e line 2 2, Fig. 13 Fw’s 3 :—tmd 4, details in

solve the puzzle

Pplan, on an enlercred seale of the members |
- shown in Kig. 1; Fws 5end6 side elevations
- of the members shown n FIOS 3 and 4: FIO"S :

7 and 8, details: showing the members in a | the eye d, but Whleh will prevent eceldenta,l_

dlﬁ"erent p0s1t10n from that shown in Fig. 1.
Referring to the drawings, ¢ b represent

- two balls or spheres, which may and prefer-
~ably will be made of metal and which consti-

The

tute the members of the toy or puule
balls ¢ 6 are plomded with engaging devices

¢ d, one of which, as ¢, is made n the form

- of a hook, and the other of which. as a, 18
" made in the form of an eye, which is sdepted

‘to be engaged by the hook ¢, so as te join,

lock., or connect the members ¢ b together.

The engaging devices ¢ a are secured to the

members @ O 10 such manner as to render said

" members of unstable ethbrmm and in the

| support until

. cured to the balls or members 7 5 at one 81de
of the center of the same.

The engaging devices ¢ d are promded with

laterally - extended portions or wings 7 ¢,

MAssA(,HUsErrs ASSIGNOR OF ONE-_”
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which serve to arrest rotation of the balls ¢ -

0. The hook and its wings ]" g may be made
in one piece of wire, w hich is passed through
‘the ball ¢ end then bent into substantially the
form- shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 3 to form the
| wings /¢ and hook e, and the eye d and its.

Wmo's f’ g may be made from a plece of wire
in a slmllel nmanner.

The members « b are designed to be plaeed-_
~on a smooth or substantlellv smooth surface’
hand agitated so as to effect enweﬂ'ement of
‘the hook with the eye, and thus join or con-
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nect the two members together without han- '

dling the same.
form part of the surface of the bottom of a

- The smeetb surface 4 may.

box or case 2, which, if deswed may be pro-

vided with' a glass top 7. Whleh may be re-

port for said members.
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“movable or irorm part of 8 removeble cover
for the box. -
~As represented in Fms 1 and 2 the mem-

bers o 6 are dlsconnected and -the puzzle is
-1 solved when the said members are connected
by movement of the box or case or other sup-
The laterally-ex-
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tended wings 7 ¢ serve to prevent eentmuous_

_retetmn of the spherical members.

The hooked engaging device may be pro-
vided with a tongue k Wthh will not inter-
fere with the engagement of the hook ¢ with

dlsene'eo*ement thereof.

The support for the members a. Z) maV be
the bottom of a box, as herein shewn but I.
“do not desire to limit my-invention in thls re-
‘spect, as any suitable flat substantlallv smeoth |

surface may be’ employed.
In operation the members ¢ &, dlsconnected

., which is then sha,ken or agitated to cause

‘the said members to roll or tumble upon the
the eye ¢ is engaged with the
“hook c, which is the solution of the puzzle or
oame.

"The tongue % permits the eye d to PAasSs
by 1t and engage the-hook ¢, but prevents the

8o
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from each other, are placed upon the support

- present instance the eno*eo*mw devices are se- | eye d trom pessmo* back out of eno‘egement :
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with the hook ¢until said tongue 1s positively
depressed by the operator to effect separation
of the members ¢ b whenit isdesired to again
play the game. The tongue £ 1s of suflicient
resiliency to return to its normal position at-
ter the pressure 1s removed.

Access may be had to the members « 6 to
disengage the same by removing the cover or
top .

] claim—

1. A toy or puzzle comprising rotatable
members having engaging devices extended
from them and adapted to be engaged by agil-
tation of sald rotatable members and means
to support said members, substantially as de-
scribed. | |

9. A toy or puzzle comprising substantially
spherical members provided with engaging

781,564

devices secured to satd members off the cen-
ter and extended from them., said engaging
daevices having wings and means to support
sald members, substantially as deseribed.

3. A toy or puzzle comprising two mem-
bers of unstable equilibrium and having en-
oaoing devices which are normally discon-

nected but are adapted to be connected to-

oether by agitation of said members and
means to support said members, substantially
as described. |
Intestimony whereof I havesigned my name
to this specification 1n the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.
EDGAR L. SMITLH.
Witnesses:
Jas. H. CuurcHrLL,
J. Muorruy.
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