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To all whmn it may concern:

Beitknownthatl, Ruporrm A. RIEK ) cltl-
zen of the United States residing at Fond du

Lac, in the county of Fond du La,c and State
of quconsm have invented a new and useful
Tree Rack or Holder 0{" Whlch the followmﬁ'_'

18 a specification..

- This invention relates to tree ra,cks or ho]d--

~ers such as are commonly employed for sup-

10

porting Christmas trees. .
The object of the invention is to present a
device of the character specified in which the

tree may be readily and securely clamped in

place and easily removed when desired: fur-

15 thermore, to simplify the construction of such

- deviees and render the same collapsible when
~ not in use, thus to. save space in storaO'e and

20

" novel construction a,nd combma,tlon of parts
of a tree rack or holder, as will be herematter
- fully described and elalmed 3

25

tr anqportatmn
With the above and othﬂr obJectq in view,

as will appear as the nature of the invention

is better understood, the same consists in the

In the accompanying dmwmg‘s formmcr a
part of this specification, and in which like

| cha,r'acters of reference indicate correspond-

ing parts, there is illustrated one form of em-
. bodlment of the invention capable of carry-
ing the saroe into practical operation, it being
understood thatthe elements therein GKhlblted |
‘may be varied or changed as to shape, pro-
portion, and exact manner of assemblage with-
- out departmcr from the spirit thel eof

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view in side
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~view of the upper portlon, shomncr more

‘clearly certain parts not fully exhlblted in
Figs. 1 and 2. | -

elevation exhlbltmo* the device in operative
position with the tree assembled therewith.

- Kig. 2 is a view exhibiting the deviceas it ap-
pears when collapsed. FlU‘ 3 1s an enlarged

detall plan view showma' the different parts
of the device.. Fig. 4 is-an enlarged detail

The holder comprlses two standal ds 1.and

.2, one of which is smaller than the other to
. ‘permit the pair to be nested, as shown in Fig.
2, the bases of the ,standards being held as-

sembled by a pivot 8, arranged mtermedmte' .
50 of the ends of the bases and pI‘OJBCtlI]ﬂ‘ above | be moved the ring is forced up upon the clamp- »

Sspur 3.

the baqe of the standard 92 to present a spur |
to engage the bottom or butt of the tree. |
_'Shown in Kigs. 1 and 2, the standards are ap-
promm&tely trmnﬂ’ular 1n elevation:

but it 1s
to be understood that the invention 1s not to
be limited to this particular shape, as the parts
may be otherwise contoured and still be with-
in the scope of the invention.

ing clamping members 6 and 7, the inner side

"As
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The sides 4
and 5 of the standards terminate in upstand-

6o

of each of which is provided with a spur or
prong 8, adapted to be sunk into the body to

be rﬂ:tppf;)rted and the outer sides of the said
“members bemw provided with pawls 9 and 10,
-as clearly shown in Fig. 3.

__cla,mpmcr members is a clamping-ring 11 on

the inner side or surface of which are ar-

‘ranged a plurality of toothed cam-surfaces 12,
in thls mstance four in number, corresp ond- 3

ing to the number of pawls, and with- Whlch

the latter engage to hold the spurs 8in positive

engagement w1th the tree T, as clearly shown
1n Fm‘ 3.

members 6 and 7are reduced from the points

13 upw ard, the free terminals of the clamp-
| ing members being outturned to facilitate in-
_serhon therebetween of the tree.
“of reducing the upper portion of the clamp-
ing members } is to permit the spurs 8 to be

moved out of engagement with the tree when

| the latter is to “be removed. To facilitate

turmno' of the clamping membw the latter

- Sur roundmcr the |

As it will be noted by reference "
to Fw' 1, the upper portion of the clamping

75

The object

1S prowded with a plma,hty of arms 14, as -

clearly shown in Fig. 8.
In operation the clampm o-ring is turned to

| such position-as to cause the pawls to be free
from engagement. with the toothed cams.
When the ring isthus positioned, the clamping
members will be distended owing to their re-

silient character, and the tree is then inserted

“between them and 1ts butt is seated upon the
The ring is then turned in the direc- -

| tion to bring the p&wls into engagement with
the cams, and i this movement the clamping

Qo |
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members are moved inward, causing the spurs -

tively held by cooperatmn between the pawls
and the toothed cams.

-8 to sink into the tree, in which theV are posi-

When the tree isto |
100
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1ng elements until it reaches the reduced up-

per portion thereof, whereupon the spurs will

spring out of engagement with the tree and
the latter may be removed.

The device of thisinvention is exceedingly
simple of construction and will be found of
the highest efficiency and durability in use
and may be readily and cheaply manufactured
without the employment of expensive ma-

chinery for the purpose.

Having thus fully described the invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by

Letters Patent, 1s—

1. Aholdercomprisinga plurality of clamp-
ing members each provided with a spur, a
clamping-ring surrounding the elements and
having toothed cam-surfaces coacting there-
with, and means for holding the ring at any
desired adjustment on the said members.

2. A holder comprising a plurality of clamp-
ing members each provided with a spur and
with a pawl, and a clamping-ring having
toothed cam-surfaces to be engaged by the

- pawls.

3. A holder comprising a plurality of yield-
ing clamping members each provided with a
spur and with a rigid pawl, and a clamping-
ring having toothed cam-surfaces to be en-
caged by the pawls.

4. A holder comprising a plurality of yield- :

ing clamping elements cach provided with a
spur and with a rigid pawl, a clamping-ring
surrounding the clamping elements and pro-
vided with toothed cam-surfaces to be engaged
by the pawls, the clamping elements above
the operative plane of the clamping-rine he-
ing reduced to permit the ringe to he moved
out of engagement with the pawls.

5. A holder comprising a pair of standards
adapted to be nested, the bases of the stand-
ards being connected by a spur, a spur and a
pawl carried by the terminals of each of the
standards, and a clamping-ring encireling the
terminals and having toothed cam-surfacesto
be engaged by the pawls.

6. A holdercomprisinga plurality of clamp-
ing elements cach provided with a spur and a
pawl, a clamping-ring having toothed cam-
surfaces to be engaged by the pawls and ra-
dial arms carried by the ring.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto atlixed my signature
the presence of two witnesses.

RUDOLPH A. RIKIK.

Witnesses:
Epw. K. Rk,
Orro P. Koexnrtorr.
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