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15 usually countersunk, and plugs of some sort
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1o CLZZ wfwmf it My coneern:

~ Beit known that ], Wirriam Ww. RIOKERD a,
“citizen of the United States of America, resid-

“ingat Mount Pleasant,in the county oijs_abella.
5 and State of Michigan, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Vehicle-
Bodies, ot whlch the followmw is a speclﬁca,—

tion. |
My 1nvent10n relates to'certain new and use-

‘10 ful improvements in vehicle-bodies, its object

being to obviate the necessﬂsy of using screws
~or the like for screwing together the panels or
‘sides of the box, seat, and other parts.

screws are used for this purpose, they are

are -employed to fill in the screw-holes outside

of the heads of the screws, so that the surface

of the panels may appear unmarred. It is

‘my purpose to unite the meeting edges of

- 20 these panels by means of locking devices en-

30 viewofa Vehmle body containing my improve-

 gaging their inner faces, thereby leaving the

outer Taces entirely free: from such undesm—
~able features.

To such end my mventlon relates to certam‘
25 new and useful improvements in the details

of construction, a description of which will be
- found in the followmo* spemﬁc&tlon and 1llus-
trated in the accompanying drawings.

In the drawings, Figure 11s a perspec’nwe

ments.  Fig. 2 is a perspective view of one of
the corners, showing one of the panels re-

moved a,ncl one of t_he keys partly withdrawn.
Fig. 3 1s a perspective view of a fragment of

- 35 one of the panels looking from the IHSIde of

T e

40
~ end panels of a vehicle-body and form a rec-

‘the body. Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a

corner-post and fraoments of the sills; and
51S a, horlzontal section in the line 5 5 ot |

' Fig. 5

Fw‘ 2, showing both panels in place.
In the views, A A’ represent the side and

tancular box-like structure. - |
B B’ are the sills, which are secured to-

- gether—as,forinstance, by lap-joints—to form
45 asubstantially rigid frame for the box. Upon.

the corners of thls frame are secured posts C,

which may be glued to the frame or also |

screwed- thereto,_ if desired. The two outer .

T e rrere——n,

glued in place in the mortises.

firmly securing the panels thereto.
be readllv apparent that when the key is se-
~cured in place nolateral or longitudinal move-

‘When

‘give a perfect

than the Ppresent methoﬂ

| faces of these corner- posts are formed with -

dovetailed mortises or grooves ¢ preferably 5o
along their entire 1en0“th and the panels are-
llktew1se formed w1th mortises «, &dapted to
remster with thosein the posts.

The panels are connected to the. posts by
dovetailed keys D, fitting the mortises in the 55
posts and panels, these keys being preferably
_ The over-
hanging edges of the keys and the mortises
dI&W the pmels tichtly against the post, thus

1t will 60

ment of the panel with respect to the post is

possible, no further fastenings being required
to keep together thé meeting edgesof the two 05

panels which form the corner. The meeting
edges of the panels are preferablv mitered to
inish to the corner; but thlb 1S
not absolutely essential. - -
From the above it 1s ewdent that a very 70
Substantla,l structure is formed without in the

lease marring the outer surface of the panels.

Lam aware that boxes have been made with
corner-blocks dovetailed into grooves in the

panels; bat this has been found to be a very 75
awkward construction, both in the manufac-
ture of the posts and in the assembling of the

parts, besides being much more expensive

It will be noted
that with this device the panel is placed in po- 80 |

sition upon the post and the key driven in

place, while with the old devices the panels
had to.-be hammered downupon the posts un~

til they were in place. The key inextending
the entire width of the panel O‘reatly adds to 85
its strenght, thus preventing warping there- |

| of. The use of the key i1s equally apphcable

1n the seat-post construetlon as shown in Fig.
1, the seat-posts and risers on one side of the _
body being shown in dotted lines only. The g¢o

risers K and the inner faces of theside panels

\

are formed with vertical grooveslike the ones

at the ends of the pa,nels The seat-posts F
are likewise grooved and connected to the
panels and risers by keys G, like the ones 95

used in the corner conbtructlon, the beveled
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edges of the keys engaging the overhanging
edges of the grooves in the panelsand risers,

forming a very substantial construction for

the seat.

Iclaim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent— | |

1. A corner comprising a post having one
substantially square angle and having dove-
tall mortises extending the entire length of
the faces forming said angle, panels having
corresponding mortises on their inner faces,
registering with those in the post and inter-
locking dovetail keys seated in said mortises,
sald dovetail keys forming the sole locking
means between the post and panel.

2. A corner comprising a post having one
substantially square angle and having dove-

tall mortisesextending the entire length of the-

two taces forming said angle, panels formed
with mitered endsadapted to abut against each
other and formed with dovetail mortises reg-
istering with those in the post, and interlocl-
ing dovetail keys, seated in said dovetail mor-
tises, said dovetail keys forming the sole lock-

781,362

ing means for locking the panel to the postand
to each other.

3. In a buggy-body the combination with
two meeting sills of a corner-post secured
thereto at the resulting corner, sald corner-

post having longitudinall v-extending dovetail

grooves upon its outer faces, panels arranged
upon said corner-post with their meeting
edgesin close contact and having mortises cor-
responding with those upon said corner-post
and interlocking dovetail keys adapted to he
driven into said mortises, the said dovetail
keys forming the sole means for locking the
panels to the corner-posts.

In witness whereof I havesigned the alove
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application for Letters Patent, at Mount 4o

Pleasant, in the county of Isabella and State
of Michigan, this 3d day of October, A. D.
1908. -

WILLIAM W. RICKERD.

Witnesses:

Mason A. Bamsorouvan,
BraNciie BARKER.
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