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To all w?wrn it 'mm/ concerm: -
Be it known that we, ALANSON R SWETT

and FrRANK A, Sissow, citizens of the. United: |
~ States, residingat, Ainswor th, in the county of |

5 Brown and Stete of Nebr.:tske have invented a

new and useful Floor- Clamp, of wh1oh the fol-{_ |

lowmcf' 1S a specification.

This invention relates to 1mp1ements em-
ploved for forcibly pressing the contiguous

edges of flooring, sheathing, and similar Toate-
| rlel closely together in securing the same to the
" substructure, a,nd has for 1its- ob1eot to pro-
- duce a SImply—oonstruoted and efficient device

| of this character which may be employed upon.
TS the joist when the material is to be attached |

- directly to the joist or adapted with equal fa-

cility for operation upon the material restmo*
upon a level subfoundation.

With these and other objects in view, WhlGh

20 will appear as the nature of the invention is

~ better understood, the same consists in cer-

tain novel features of construction, as herem—-

after fully described and claimed. - |
In the accompanying drawings, formmg a

25 part of this specification, and in whloh corre-

~ sponding parts are denoted by like designat-

ing characters, is illustrated the preferred.

torm of the embod1ment of the invention ca-

pable of carrying the same into practical op-

30 eration, it being understood that the Invention
18 not neoesserlly limited thereto, as various

changesin the shape, proportions, and general
essembla,fre of the parts may be resorted to |

without depertlntr from the principle of the
35 Invention or sacrificing any of its advantages,

~ and the right is therefore reserved of mel{moi |
all the ohenges and modifications which falrlv'.'
fall within the scope of the mventlon .,tnd the

claims made therefor.
40 In thedrawings thus employed Fw’ure 11s
~ a longitudinal seotlonel elevation of a floor-
ola,mp oonstruoted in eooordcmoe with the in-

- vention. Kig. 2 is a plan view of the same.

" Fig. 8is a transverse section on the line 3 3 of
45 Fig. 1.
' ebleend reversible clamping-head. Figs.5and
6 are detells of the frame, 1llustret1n0' a modi-
hoetlon in oonstruotlon

Fig. 4 is a side view of the detach-

FIO“S T end 8 are

deta,ohed views of the p1 essm e-bar, 1llustra,t— :

ing a modified form of the same.
The improved device comprises a frame or
heed” 10 of any suitable material, such as

‘wood or metal or a combination of wood and
metal, and adapted for resting upon the floor-
joist - (represented at 11) end provided" with

longitudinal guide-ribs 12 13 for engaging. the
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31des of the joist when the device is em ploved

- Whenthe device is employed upon ﬂoouncr

upon the flooring (represented at 14:) to beat-
tached directly to the joist. -
00
attached-to a level subfoundation, as when the

flooring is laid over sheathing, the rlbs 1213

will rest upon the foundation. |
* The bottom of the frame 10 and lmemse the

ribs 12 18 are provided with inclined spurs 15
to enter the joist or subfoundation, aooordmcr ;
as to whmh 1t rests upon, to cause the freme- -

to ““grip” the part upon which it rests-and

.prevent shppmcr upon the same when.the
clamping force is applied, as heremetter eX-
plained. =~

Mounted for morement lonmtudlnelly of

ﬂoormﬂ’ 14..

An operetmcr—lever 19 1s pwoted at 20 in the '

frame 10 and connected at its lower end by a,

| hnk 21 to the inner end of the bar 16.

The bar. 16 is supported in position by a

ouide-plate 22, deteoheblv oonneoted to the
- frame 10

Attached to the freme 10 1S a ourved notohed .

segment 23, and the lever 19 is provided with

| means, suoh as a resilient pawl 24, for engag-
ing-the notches to mamtem the lever et any
desn'ed point.

the frame 10 and near its lower side is a pres-

sure-bar 16, projecting from one end of the
frame and terminating in head 17, having a
groove for enu'afrmcr the tonﬂ'ue 18 on the.

so

The head 17 of the pressure—ba,r 16 is de- _

tachable therefrom and reversible thereon, as

by rectangular tenon 25 on the head engaging

4 oorreSpondmcr' mortise or socket in the bar, -

and this tenon is set to one side of the Vertl—
cal center a'distance equal to one-half of the
depth of the ribs 12, so that when placed in

90
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one position the groove in the head will en-
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“nected 1n vertical or reversed position.

o

‘gage the tongue on the flooring 14, with the

frame 10 resting upon the joist, and when re-
versed in position the groove in the head will
engage the tongue on the flooring with the
ribs resting upon the sheathing or subfoun-
dation level with ‘the under surface of the
flooring. | - |
By merely reversing the position of the head
17 the device may be adapted for use upon the
joist or upon a subfloor under the flooring to
be clamped. The same.result may be accom-
plished by forming the pressure-bar with the

“head 17 set to one side of its center in the

same manner as shown in Figs. 7 and 8 and
reversing the pressure-bar bodily when the
device is to be changed, as above noted; but
the results would be the same and the man-
ner of producing the desired results substan-
tially the same. - | o

Pivoted to the frame 10 at opposite sides
and supported by hangers 30 31 are bars 26
27 for extension in advance of the frame,
these bars fitting under the floor on opposite

sides of the joist and serving to prevent dis-

placement of the clamping-head and at the
same time afford a support for the clamp asa
whole and prevent its movement from the
approximately vertical operating position.
When not required, the bars may be folded
back to inoperative position.

When the device is employed for assisting
in attaching sheathing or ceiling material, a
bar 28 i1s mounted to swing upon the frame at
one side and with a set-screw 29 in one end for
engaging the studding or joist to enable the
frame to be temporarily and adjustably con-

thissimple arrangement it will be obvious that
a strong leverage force may be applied against
the edge of the flooring 14 to force it into close
engagement with the next member and any
curves or irregularity in the same may be eas-
1ly corrected. o |

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim 1s— - |

I. In a floor-clamp, a pressure-bar, means
for operating the same,and a detachable clamp-

ing-head having a grooved face engaging the
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tongued stripsof flooring, said clamping-head
being reversible to permit the adjustment of
the device to different horizontal planes.

2. Afloor-clampadjustable todifferenthori-
zontal planes, and having means for engaging
a Joist, and a detachable and reversible clamp-
ing-head adjustable to positions corresponding
to the operative position of the floor-clamp.

3. Inadevice of the class deseribed, a frame
having spaced longitudinal ribs for engaging
the sides of the joist and with inclined spurs
for engaging the joist and with inclined spurs
In said ribs for engaging a level surface when
the frame is placed thereon, a pressure-bar
slidably disposed in said frame and having :
head for engaging the flooring and reversible
1n the frame, a lever pivoted in said frame and

a link between said lever and pressure-bar.

4. Inadevice of the class deseribed, a frame
for resting on the joist and having inclined
spurs for engaging the same, a pressurec-bar
slidably disposed in said frame adjacent to the
joist and having a head for engaging the floor-
1ng to be clamped,a lever pivoted in said frame,
and connected for operating said pressure-har,
and holding members movably conneected to
said frame for projection beneath the tlooring.

5. Inadevice of theclass deseribed, a frame
for resting on the joist and having inclined
spurs for engaging the same, a pressure-bar
slidably disposed in said frame adjacent to the
Joist and having a head for engagine the floor-
ing to be clamped,alever pivoted in said frame,
and connected to said pressure-bar, holding
guide members movably connected to said
frame for projection beneath the flooring, and
toldable rearwardly of the frame when not in
use, and stops for limiting the movement in
one direction.

In testimony that we claim the foreeoinge as
| . b b

ourown we have hereto aflixed our signatures
1n the presence of two witnesses.

ALANSON R. SWETT.
FRANK A. SISSON.

Witnesses: |
Byrox B. MasTIck,
FRrRED. K. MASTICK.
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