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To all whom it may concerm: |
Beit known that I, PErriN EPPERSON, a citi-

zen of the United States residing at Belt in.|

the county of Cascade and State of Montana,
5 hz:we invented new and useful Improvements

in Rail- Jomts of which the following is a

speclfication. -

This invention relates to rallway rails and |

| means for preventing the same from becom-
I0 ing la,temllv dlsplaced or spreading; and it
consists, essentially, in constructing a rail in

. two parts or sections by dividing an ordinary
“raill upon a longitudinal vertical plane pass-
ing through or near its center and arranging

I5 one part or member with a seat to receive the
other part or member, the member having
the seat also carrying the, base-flange for both

‘rails and having the' seat termma,tmcr at its

lower portion a slwht distance below the up-

2'33 per surface of one 31de of the flange to per-

mit the member adapted to engage the seat
‘to complete the base-flange when the parts or
members of the rail are a,ssocla,ted and there-

25 bV cutting the rail entlrely through the same.

The invention further consists of rails lon-
gitudinally divided down to and through a
- portion of the base-flange of the ordmary rail

structure and forming the inner opposing

30 faces of the two members thus produced with

. concave recesses extending: longitudinally
thereof to compensate for lateral or transverse
expansion and contraction and also to pro-
vide the two members.with bolt openings or
35 holes of oblong shape to allow for longitudi-

nal contraction L and expansion, said bolt-holes

 being so spaced that any two holes coincid-
ing Wﬂ] cause the remaining holes in the as-
sembled parts or members of the rail to aline,
40 and thus permit the joints between the rail-
sections to be made where desired and as long

“as may be necessary without requiring a par- |
ticular terminal iormatmn ot the ends of the

sectlons.
45  Inthe dmw1n0'8 Flﬂ"ure lisa sectlonal per-

- spective view of a portion of a rail embodv— '

ing the features of the invention. Fig. 2-is

. a transverse vertical section through the rail.

Similar numerals of reference are employed

normal flange of the rail.

| to indicate correspondmw parts in both the 50

V1ews.

The numeral 1 designates a rail Wthh 18 di-
vided upon a lonﬁ*ltudmal vertical plane pass--

1ng -through or near its center to form two

L-shaped- members 2 and 3, the division cut 55

extending only partially throuﬁ'h the base-

flange of the complete rail, so that a seat 4
will be provided in the member 2 to receive
the member,3, and when the latter is arranged

1n sald seat the reduced base-flange 5 there- 6o

of bears.upon the extended part 6 of the
'T'his form of seat
prevents the member 3 from moving verti-
cally below a predetermined point and : always
maintains a coincidence of the upper surfaces 65

of the two semihead portions 7 of the mem-

bers. - The members 2 and 3 have oblong

bolt-holes 8 formed at regular intervals there-

in and so Spaced apart that when any two of
the holes are in coincidence the remaining 7o
holes of a like structure will aline, and bV-

| this means the two members or L-shaped parts
by avoid weakening the base- ﬂana*e structure |

of the rail may be disposed in relation to each

| ,other as found desirable in'a longitudinal di-

rection, particularly in the formatlon ofover- 7y
lapped -joints at the terminals of contiguous
raill-sections or for other purposes. The 1n-

‘ner opposing sides of the members 2 and 3

have concave recesses 9 formed therein and
extending fully throughout the length there- 8o
of. The elongated bolt-holes 8, as will be
understood, are adapted to receive suitable -
coupling or securing bolts 10, and the mem-
bers are permitted, throucrh the provision of

the oblong holes 8, to creep or shift longitu- 85
“dinally to compensate for lengthwise expan-
‘sion and contraction.

“The recesses 9 take up
transverse or side expansion of the rails and

“prevent the latter from buckling.

Having. thus fully described the mvention, 9o
what is elaimed as new is— -

‘A rail, divided longitudinally in a Vertlca,l
plane throuo h the center and partially through

the base-ﬂa,nge, the latter being cut in a hoti-

zontal plane fully to the outer edge of one 95

side thereof to form-a horizontal seat which
meets the vertical division in a plane at right =
angles to form one rail member with an L-
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shaped flange which rests on the horizontally-
cut portion of the flange of the remaining
member, the inner opposing sides of both
members being formed with concave recesses
extending full length thereof, the web-sec-
tions of the members being constructed with
oblong bolt-holes so spaced apart from each
other that when any two of the said holes co-

[

incide the remaining holes will be disposed in
alinement.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

PERRIN EPPERSON.
Witnesses:
JAMES CHAMBERS,
Hexry L. Drs ComBurs.
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