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lo all whom A7 7%@;/ CONCETTY:;
BeitknownthatI, James A. BLEDSOR, a citi-

zen of the United States;, residing at Atlanta,

in the county of Fulton and State of Georgia,
have invented new and useful Improvements

in Turfing-Machines, of ‘which the fol]owm@: |

1S a spemﬁcatlon
~T'his mvention relates to 1mprm?ements in

- turfing-machines; and it consists of a rod hav-
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Ing a stitch - forming device adapted to be

remprocated in a handplece WhICh carries a
needle.

The invention contemplates c:pemﬁc' detail
improvements in the structure disclosed in the
patent to M. W. Pintner, No. 730,152,

The object of the improvement is to provide

a yielding connection between the rod and the

handle to return the former to its normal po-
sition after a loop has been formed.
A further object of the invention is to pro-

vide the needle with a fixed stop to positively

retard backward movement when being in-
serted in the fabric.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide special means for locating the knob on
the end of the rod, so that its location may be
conveniently and qmckly located when the
loop 1s to be altered.

In practical operation I have found that
when operating a turfing-machine of the char-
acter described 1in the_ patent considerable
time and Inconvenience were occasioned by
having to manually return the operating-rod
afterthe formation of aloop. I havetherefore

overcome this objection by providing the

~spring to automatically return said handle,

.'40

45

which has been found to be a most desirable
and effective. addition to the machine to 1n-

crease 1ts capacity and conveniences in opera-

tion. Considerable trouble has also been ex-
perienced by the movement of the needle when
inserting it in the fabric. A device wasused
for ﬁxing the needle, 1t is true; but by pro-

viding a fixed stop on the needle, which bears

against a relatively fixed part of the machine,
obviously when pushing the needle through

the fabric its position will not be disturbed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side elevation of a. turﬁntv—m‘mhme with

invention. Fig. 21s adetail perspective view
of the needle. Fig. 3isa detail view of the
knob.

The same numerals refer to like partsin all
the figures.

The numeral 1 designates an operating-rod
of angular form in cross-section to prevent it
from ha ving a rotary movement and sur-
rounded by 2 ouide-tube 9, over which is se-
cured a hand-ﬂ’rlp 3. The rod 1 is consider-
ably longer than the hand—ﬁ'rlp, and adjustably
mounted on one end 1s a knob 4, with an angu-
lar opening 5, in which is "'tted a, bushmﬁ' 6.
The bushing 6 is projected from the front end
of the knob 4 and has a vertically-alined open-

ing 7 to comc1de with one of a series of inden-'

tations 8 in the rod 1, the knob 4 being held
in immovable relation to the rod by a pin-
screw 9, having a pointed end 10, which enters
one of the indentations 8. The free end of
the bushing has fixed to it a collar 11, which

forms a stop for a spring 12. The spring is

mounted in a depression 13, formed in the end
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of the handle 3, and its normal tendency isto

force the knob away from the said handle.
The front extremity of the rodis formed with
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an upwardly-inclined face 14, and it termi-

natesina curved foot 15. The 1nclined face 14
terminates at the rear adjacent to a series of
slots 16, 17, 18, 19, and 20. The slots corre-
spond in number to the indentations 8, and any
one of the same is adapted to be engaged by
the rear angular terminal 21 of a lonmtudl-
nally-oonvex stitch catcher or looper 22, “which
1s loosely held between the slotted part of the
face 14. of the rod and the forward extremity
of the tube 2, the catcher or looper also oper-
ating between the said extremity of the tube
and a needle held in the latter. A sleeve 24

1s attached to the front extremity of the hand-
grip 3, and therethrough the foregoing parts

pro;|ect and operate.

The stitch catcher or looper is slidable lon-
ogitudinally in relation to the needle and is
maintained in positive alinement in relation

to the rod 1 by its disposition in the angular
tube.

24 by a screw 25, bearing against the adjacent
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After the parts are assembled as set
forth the needle 23 is firmly held in the sleeve

50 parts broken away to more fullV 1llustrate my | portion of the tube 2 PI‘OJthIHC" upwardly oo
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from the needleisalug 23 which abutsagainst
the end of the tube-2 when the parts are as-
sembled. The function of the lug is to pre-
vent the needle becoming displaced when op-
erating the machine, as will be readily under-
stood. Longitudinaladjustmentof the catcher
or looper 22 may be obtained at any time by
removing the knob 4 and pushing the rod for-
ward until the catcher or looper is forced out
of the tube 2 and by disengaging the rear an-
gular terminal 21 from one of the slots in the
torward extremity of the rod 1 and placing it
in another slot will cause a variation of the
loops formed in the turfing operating when a
corresponding adjustmentof the knobismade

on the rod 1.

The stitch catcher or looper 22 is resilient
and has a concave seat 22* at its front extrem-
1ty, and to control the lateral adjustment or

- movement of the said stitch catcher or looper

to regulate the spaced distance of the loops
formed an adjusting -serew 26 is mevably
mounted in the front reduced extremity of the
rod 1, close to the foot 15. It will be seen that
a projection or retraction of the said screw 26
relatively to the catcher or looper 22 will cor-

respondingly decrease and increase the move-

ment of the said catcher or looper relatively
to the needle 23. |

In operating the machine, the knob being

normally pushed away from the handle by the

spring 19, the foot of the rod and the catcher
or looper being back of the front end of the
sleeve, the needle is put through the cloth or
fabric until the front end of the sleeve bears
agalnst the latter. Then the rod is pushed
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forward until its foot comes In contact with
the cloth, and the needle is drawn out and
moved over tothe cloth and again put through
the latter at another point. When pressure
on the knob i1s released and it is returned to
1ts normal position by .the spring, the stitch
catcher or looper holds the successively-
formed loops during such operations of the
needle. In the several steps of forming the
loops the catcher or looper 22 holds the indi-
vidual loops while the needle is making a sue-
cessive loop, and thereby the several loops
will be produced in equal length inaccordance
with the adjustment of the said catcher or
looper and the knob 4. |

What I claim as new 1s—

In a turfing implement, the combination
witharod witha series of indentations formed
therein, an adjustable flanged knoly on the rod.
a pointed screw carried by the knob adapted
to engage one of the indentations, asleeve sur-
rounding the rod, a handle formed with a seat,
a spring encircling the rod and positioned in
the seat of the handle, said spring bearing
against the bottom of the seat and the flanged
knob, a needle, a lug on the needle, said lug
bearing against the end of the sleeve, and a
loop-catcher adjustably secured to the rod,
substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I havesigned my name
to thisspecification in the presence of twosub-
scribing witnesses.

JAMES A. BLEDSOL.

Witnesses:
J. C. MOORE,
K. L. BrEns.
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