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10 albl whom 1t may concern:
Bé it known that I, Wirrram A. FOSTER a

~citizen of the United State% and a resident of
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Goreville, in the county of J ohnson and State

of Illmms have invented a hew and Improved

- Muzzle, of which the following is a full, clear

and exact description.

This invention relates particularly to im--

provements in muzzles for horses, mules, or
the like, the object being to provide a muzzie
of simple and light yet strong and lasting con-

struction that may be readily adjusted as to

sizé and when in position will not interfere
with the portion of the bit 1n the animal’s
mouth and also to provide a close-fitting muz-
zle which cannot be removed by the amma,l
when 1n use. - - -

Other objects of the mventlon will &ppear
1n the general description.

T will describe a muzzle embodymﬁ' my in-

vention and then point out the novel features
‘in the appended claims.

Reference is to be had tothe accompanying

 drawings, forming a part of this specification,

invention ar ranged on a horse, and Fig. 2 is
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in which similar characters of reference in-

-dicate corresponding parts in both figures.

Figure 1 shows a muzzle embodying my

a perspective view of the muzzle.

The muzzle consists of a single Ienﬂ‘th of |.
strong spring yielding wire bent to form up-

pel"side members 1 and lower side members
2, the opposite upper members terminating in
a forwardly and upwardly extended nose-

loop 3, while the opposite lower members 2

terminate in what may be termed a “‘chin-

~ loop” 4, although in use this loop 4 engages

40
- flat, so as to prevent undue abrasion, which

just rearward of the animal’s chin. While
the main portion of the muzzle consists of
round wire, the loop portions are preferably

would wear away the hair of the animal.
- As a means for adjusting the muzzle—that

18, to move the loops toward each other—I em-

45

ploy straps 5, which engage around the upper

and lower members 1 2, as clearly indicated |

in the drawings. Thes.e straps are arranged
at the junction of the members 1 and 2 and
the loop portions, and the metal at this point
is depressed, as indicated at 6, to prevent the

slipping backward or forward of the adjust-
“lng-straps.

Toincrease the space between the
loops, the straps may be loosened, and the re-
siliency of the metal will cause the spreading.
~ As a means for securing the muzzle on a
horse I employ a strap 7, connected to the

side members and adapted to pass over the .

head of the animal, back of the ears.
When the muzzle is in position, the nose-

loop 3 will engage over the nose rearward
of the nostrils, thus not interfering with free

breathing, and the loops will be rearw&rd of

| the mouth, so as to not interfere with the ac-
The
muzzle should be so adjusted as to prevent the

tion of the bit in the animal’s mouth.

animal opening its mouth to such an extent
as to use its back teeth.
Having thusdescribed my invention, I claim
asnew and desire to secure by Letters Patent—
1. A muzzle comprising a length of spring
metal formed with upper and lower side mem-
bers, the said upper members terminating in a

"nose-loop and the said lower members termi-

nating in a chin-loop, and adjusting devices
engaging with the said members.
2. A muzzle comprising a length of spring

metal formed with upper and lower side mem-
bers, the upper members terminating in a nose-

loop while the lower members terminate in a
chin-loop, the upper and lower members near

their junctions with the loops being depressed,

and adjusting-straps engaging in said depres-
slons.
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3. A muzzle consisting of a single length

of spring-yielding metal bent to form oppo-
site upper members connected at the front by
an upwardly and forwardly inclined nose-

loop and opposite Jower members connected
at the front by a chin-loop, the said loops be-

ing flattened, adjusting-straps engaging with
the upper-and lower members.of the opposite
sides, and a head-strap.
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4. A muzzle consisting of a single length |  Intestimony whereof I havesigned myname
of wire bent to form upper side members and | to thisspecification in the presence of two sub- o
lower side membersl, the ugp(—:{r rriembers ter- | seribing witnesses.
minatine in a nose-loop and the lower mem- TP
5 bers ter?nina,ting In a c[ilin—loop, the loops be- WILLIAM A. FOSTER.
ing free one from the other, whereby they Witnesses:
may be sprung apart, and means for drawing R. B. CoLEMAN,
the loops toward each other. 0. S. CoLe.
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