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) ADJUSTABLE TABLE_.

SPECIFICATIOI\T forming past of Letters Patent No. 780,829, dated January 24, 1905.
| | | Application filed July 26, 1904 Serial No. 218,263,

To all whom it may concern:

- Be 1t known that I, LA FAYETTE STDNGFL
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at Bw*

Rapids, in the county of Mecosta and State 01: |
Michigan, have invented new and useful Im-

provements in Adjustable Tables, of which the
ication.

T'his invention relates to lap- tables.

The principal object of the invention is to

improve the construction of such tables by
rendering them'capable of being used in up-
right position asan ordinary table. or of being

- swung forward into the lap of the opemtor

20

without changing t he horlzontal posmon of
the table-top. |

Further objects of the irivention are to sim-
plify the construction and to decrease the ex-

pense attending the manufacture of such lap-

tables. -
With the foregoing and other minor ob;]ects

in view, which Wlll appear as the description
proceeds, the invention resides in a table hav-

ing a base with a plurality of sets of parallel

30
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supports pivotally connected therewith and
pivotally supporting at their upper ends a
table-top 1n such manner thatthe ta,ble-top' may
be swung downward until it rests in the lap of

the operator without losing 1ts true horizontal

position.
The invention also r651des in a novel form

of brace for holding the table in its upright
position and permitting it to be swung for-

ward when used as a lap-table.

Furthermore, the invention resides in the'
exact combmatlon and arrangement of parts
and in the precise details of construction here-

inafter described and claimed as a. practical

embodiment of the mventlon :

In the accompanymﬂ' ‘drawings, forming
part of this specification, qure 1 1s a per-
spective view of a table constructed 1n accord-
ance with the invention; and Fig. 2 1s a ver-

 ticalsection thereof, showmﬁ' the device swung
~ forward in poqmon to be used as a la,p-table |
Like reference-numerals designate corre-

“sponding parts in both the ﬁo*ures

The reference-numeral 1 mcllca,tes the ba-se
of theimproved table, whichis made up of the

end pleces 2 and the connecting-pieces 3 3.

“manner, as by means of rivets or the like.
‘mounting the table- -top in this manner its hori-

| "Plvotallv connected with each of the end pleces
The cor-
responding rear supports 4 4 of the table are
joined together by two connecting-pieces, such
as 6 6, and the corresponding supports 5 5 at

9 of the baseis a set of supports4 5.

the forward portion of the table are joined

together by only one connecting-piece, such -
as 7 the object of this being to avoid obstruct-

ing'the_knees of a person using the table when
1t 1s swung forward into the positionshown by

Fig. 2. The top 8 of the table is provided on
1ts under surface with parallel cleats 9 9, to
‘which the upper ends of the supports 4 5 of -

each set are pivotally connected in any suitable
By

zontal position 1s maintained constantly, and
even if a bowl of liquid were supported upon

‘the top 2 while said top was being swung into
the position shown in Fig. 2 the contents of

sald bowl would not be spﬂled

 Pivoted at its lower end to each of the sup-
ports 4 4 1s an upwardly-inclined brace 10,

which near its upper end is formed with a

longitudinal slot 11, having at the lower end
thereof an angular notch 12. A pin or pro-

OF BIG RAPIDS MICHIGAN, ASSIGNOR OF ONE- '
HALF TO KOE REDDINGER, OF BIG RAPIDS,
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jection. 13 on “each of the adjacent braces 5

extends through the longitudinal slot 11. The

upper end of “each brace 10 is curved down-
ward to form a handle portion 14.

Constructed asabove deseribed, the manner

of using the improved table is as follows:

The operatm who may be either a seamstress,
a cook, or any one else desiring to use a lap—
table, sits in a chair a slight distance in front
of the table.

until the angle slots or -notches 12 become

| disengaged from the pins or projections 13 the
table-top may be swung forward and down-

ward in horizontal position until it rests upon
the knees of the sitting operator and is thus

‘prevented from becommﬂ' overbalanced.
‘When the work of the operator__has been com-

pleted, it 1s ‘necessary only to push the table
into upright position. While doing this the
pins or projections on the supports 5 5 slide
along the longitudinal grooves 11 in the han-
dle- bra,ce_s 12 until they lie below the notches

\ 12, when said handle-braces will drop down-

By raising “the handle-brace 10
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ward by gravity, causing the pins Or projec-
tions 13 to become firmly locked in the notches
12, whereby the table 1s held securely in up-
rw‘ht position. .

Tt will be noted that by reason of the fact
that the braces 10 are upwardly inclined and
are pivoted at their lower ends the action of

sald braces is entlreIV by gravity, and there-

fore the use of springs or other equivalent
devices for forcing the h&ndle-bl aces 10 to be
locked in proper position is unnecessary. It
will be noted also that the omission of a con-
necting-piece, such as 7, between the forward
supports 5 5 permits the tabie to be swung
forward onto the knees of the operator w1th—

~out difficulty.

20
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The device of the invention is simple, prac-
tical, strong, durable, and inexpensive in
construction, as well as thoroughly efficient
inuse. Initsexactcombination andarrange-
ment of parts and inits precise details of con-
struction 1t presents an improvement over
prior devices of a similar character.

It will be understood that in swinging the
table forward into the lap of the operator it
1s necessary only to grasp the edge of the ta-
ble with one or two of the ﬁnﬂ‘ers projecting
below the lower surface thereot in position to
raise the handle-braces 10. With this object
In view the curved handle portions 14 of the
braces 10 are disposed closely beneath the
lower surface of the table-top.

It desired, the longitudinal slot 11 in each
of the handle—bra,ces, which is formed merely
by cutting away the lower portion of each

brace, may be formed as a closed longitudi-

nal slot through which a pin or projection 13
extends. It 1s preferred to form each han-

- dle-brace as shown in the drawings when said

4.0

brace 1s constructed of wood and to use a
closed longitudinal slot when the handle is
constructed of metal, it being understood that

780,829

either a wooden ormetallic brace may he used
without departing trom the spirit of the in-
vention.

Other minor changes may be made within
the scope of the followmﬂ‘ claims, if desired.

Having thus described the ll‘lTBHLIOl] what
1S claimed S NeW 18—

1. A table comprising a base, a plurality of
sets of supports pivoted thereon, a table-top
prvotally connected with the supports, a brace
pivotally connected with one of the supports,
sald brace having a longitudinal slot formed
with a notch, and a handle disposed closely be-
neath the lower.sm‘f&ce of the table-top adja-
cent to one edge thereof, and a pin or projec-
tion on one of said supports extending through
the slot in the brace.

2. A table comprising a base made up of end
pieces and connecting-pieces, a setof parallel
supports pivotally connected with each of the

45
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end pieces of the base, a table-top having cleats

on 1ts under surface pivotally connected with
the supports, a plurality ot connecting-picees
joining together the rear supports of each set,
a single connecting-piece joining together le
10we1 ends of the front supports of each set,
an upwardly-inclined brace pivotally connect-
ed at its lower end to the rear brace of each
set, each brace having a downwar dly-curved
upper end forming a handle and having a lon-
gitudinal slot terminating at its lower end in
an angular notch anda pin or projection on the
front support ot each set, extending through
the slot in the handle- b1 ace of the ‘Ld]dCGHL
support.

In testimony whereof Laflix my sienature in
presence of two witnesses.

LA FAYETTE STENGIEIL.

Witnesses:
C. W. Barrton,
Cuas. E. Bererr.
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