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UNITED STATES

Pa,tented J a,nua,ry' 24 1905.

PATENT OFFICE

FILER SACKETT SEE, OF GEM, KANSAS.

"M-AIL-BAG CRANE.

;:;PEG‘IFIGATION iormlng' part of Letters Pa,tent No. 780,821, dated January 24 1905,
Applwa,tmn filed Septemher 13, 1904 Serml No. 244,273,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that 1, FiLer SAOKETT SER, a
citizen of the United Sta,tes residing at (Jrem
in the county of Thomas and State oi Kansas

have invented new and. usetul Improvements

in Mail-Bag Cmnes ot which Lhe followmo is
2 Spemﬁcatron

This invention relates to mail- b‘m c¢ranes or

holders such. as disclosed, for instance. in

United States Patent No. 213 750, trmnted to
H. M. Hall April 1, 1879.

The object of the Invention is to improve
and simplify the construction of devices of

the character specmed
With the foregoing and other minor ob-
jects in view, which wﬂl appear as the de-

scription proceeds, the invention residesin the

combination, with a crane or support,of a plate
pivoted thereon said plate having improved
means for llmltmcr its swinging movement and

for holding a mail- bag thereon with su: feclent

firmness to prevent it from becoming dis-

placed by the force of the wind and to permit

1t to be readily removed by a passing train.
The Invention also resides in the partlcular
combination and arrangement of parts and in

“the precise details of construction hereinatter

described and claimed as a pmctlcal embodi-

ment of the invention. L
In the accompanying drawings, formmo* a

part of this specification, Figure 1 is a, side

elevation of a mail-bag crane provided with
the 1mprovements of the present imvention.

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the improved bag-
holdmcr device, showing in dotted lines the va-
rious positions to Wthh 1t may be swung.
Fig. 3isa perspective view of the bacr-hold—
ing device.

Like reference - numerals indicate corre-
sponding parts in the different views.

T'he reference-numeral 1 indicates a support
upon which 1s mounted. an uprw'ht 2. Piy-

-oted upon the upright 2 is a pair of arms 3 4,

which are connected by a link 5, having a
slot 6 in 1its ‘upper end.

thus far described is old and well known in

the art and no specific claim thereto is made.

As previously indicated, the improvements
of the present invention relate particularly to

50 the bag-holding means, which are used in

pivot- pomt W1

“the arms 4 and 3.

The construction

‘connection w1tl1 the arms 3 and 4. Upon

each of the arms 3 and 4 is pivotally mounted

a plate 7, which is formed on one side of its

ith a transverse slot 8. The

plate 7, upon the opposite side of its pivot-
pomt 1s provided with an arm 8, which is
pointed, as shown at10. Inorder to decrease
the expense attending the manufacture of the
improvements of the present invention, the
slot8"isformed, preferably, with an open end,
as shown, and the plate 7 and arm 8 are
tormed Integral with each other.
upon the phte 7 1s a spring-arm 11, which
extends parallel with the pointed arm 8 The

end 12 of the spring-arm 11 preferably ex-

tends beyond the pointed end of thearm 8, soas
to form a finger-piece suitable for use in mov-
ing the &:pr'nw-arm away from the pointed arm
to permit the insertion of the handle of a mail-
bag between said arms. Thespring-arm 11 is

formed intermediate its ends with a U-shaped

bend 13, which when the mail-bag (mdmated
by dotted lines i in Fig. 1) is in position serves
effectually to prevent the handle of said mail-

bag from losing its engagement with the hold--

ing device formed by the plate 7 and arms 8

and 11 when the force of the wind is exerted
upon said bag, although it will be understood

‘that the spring-arm 11 will permit the with-

drawal of the mail-bag when it is grasped by
the gripping device of a passing train.

The.
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spring-arm 11 is preferably held upon the

| plate 7 by means of the pivot-pin 14, which

holds said plate upon one or the othel of

For this reason while as
above descrlbed it is possible to grasp the

finger-piece 12 and separate the spring- arm

11 from the pointed arm 8 to permit the in-

sertion of the mail-bag handle it is also pos-

sible to swing the spring-arm 11 in a horizon-

tal direction upon the pivot-pin 14 until it is
out of parallel relation with the pointed arm

8, after which the mail-bag is suspended from
said pointed arm 8 and the spring-arm 11 is
swung back into-its normal parallel relatmn
with S&ld arm 8. |

A pin or projection, such as 15, extends
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through the slot 8 in the plate 7. The pin ..

15 serves to limit the extent to which the plate

.l 7 and arms 8 and 11 can be SWung in elther
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swung horizontally in either direction the

when placing the bag in position

3

direction, as shown by the dotted lines in Fig. |

2. By constructing the holding device in the
manner described so that the plate 7 can be

catching device of a passing train is pre-
vented from striking the upright 2, and as
soon as the catching device engages the mail-
bag the plate 7 will swing so that the arms 8
and 11 will lie in parallel relation with the
rallway-track, thus permitting the mail-bag
to be drawn easily from beneath the spring
11. Furthermore, the plate 7 and arms 8 dnd
11 may be swung away from the railroad-track
thereon, so
that the mail-carrier will not be in danger of

being struck by a passing train during such

operation, and after the bag is in position the
plate 7 may be swung in the opposite direc-
tion, so as to dispose the mail-bag in the path
of the catching device of a train.

1t will be understood that one of the hold-
Ing devices comprising the plate 7 and arms
& and 11 1s pivotally mounted upon each of
the arms 8 4, as shown in the drawings.

Minor changes in the precise embodiment |

of invention illustrated and desceribed may be
made within the scope of the following elaims
without departing from the spirit of the in-
vention or sacrificing any of its advantages.

Having thus described the invéntion, what
1s claimed as new is—

1. Inamail-bag holder, the combination of
a support, a plate pivoted thereon, an arm on
the plate, a spring mounted upon the plate and
extending parallel with the arm, and a pin-
anc-slot connection between the plate and the
support for Jimiting the pivotal movement ot
the plate.

2. In a mail-bag holder, the combination of
a support, a plate pivoted thereon, said plate
having a slot, an arm on the plate, a spring

mounted upon the plate and extending parallel |

780,821

with thearm, and a pin extending through the
slot into the support.

3. Ina mail-bag holder, the combination of
a support having a pivoted arm, a plate piv-
oted upon said arm, said plate having a slot
on one side of i1ts pivot-point and an arm upon

the opposite side thereof, a pin extending
] ; 1 2

through the slot into the pivoted arm, and a
spring-arm pivotally mounted upon the plate
and extending normally in parallel relation
with the arm of said plate.

4. In amail-bag holder, the combination of
a support having an arm pivoted thereon and
movable inavertical direction, a plate pivoted
on said arm and movable in a horizontal direc-
tion, said plate having aslot on one side of its
pivot-point and an integral arm on the oppo-
site side thercof, a pin extendine througeh the
slot into the pivoted arm, and a spring mount-
cd upon the plate and extending parallel with
the integral arm, said spring having a U-
shaped bend adjacent to the end therecof.

5. In a mail-bag holder, the combination
with an upright havine a plharality of pivoted
arms, and a slotted link connecting said arms,

ot a plate pivoted upon each arm, each of said .

plates having a slot on one side of 1ts pivot-
point and a pomted arm on the other side
thereof, a pin extending through the slot of
each plate into the pivoted arm, and a springe-
arm mounted upon each plate and extending
parallel with the pointed arm thereof, cach of

sald spring-arms extending beyond the end of

the adjacent pointed arm to form a finger-
piece, and having a U-shaped bend adjacent to
the end of the pointed arm.
In testimony whereof I afhix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.
FILER SACKETT SKE.
Withesses:
D. R. MuLronrbp,
A. C. Woopcoek.
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