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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Davip L. WaTsoxw, Jr..
a citizen of the United States, residing at De-
troit, in the county of Wayne and  State of
Michigan, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Separable Fastenings:
and I do declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,

~such as will enable others skilled in the art to
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which it appertains to make and usethe same.

My invention relates to meansfor fastening
‘the meeting edges or portions of elements or

for connecting independent elements together.
Theobject of the invention is to provide fas-
tening means which are simple, inexpensive,

- reliable, and efficient and are adapted for

20

general use for connecting two portions or co-
acting members together. D

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a plan view showing the invention as applied

- for fastening the meeting edges of the placket

30

of an article of personal wear together. TFig.

2 1s a vertical longitudinal section of the same;

and Figs. 3, 4, and 5 are cross-sections taken,
respectively, on the lines 3 8, 4 4, and 5 5 of

Mg 1. _
Referring to the drawings, 1 and 2 repre-

sent two portions or elements to be connect-

ed, which may be the meeting edges of parts
of a garment or partsorelements of any kind

- to be secured or united together. I do not

~ limit the invention to any speci
1n this particular.
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As shown, a longitudinal
tongue or connecting-strip 3, which may be
formed of twolayers, is arranged to cover the

space: between the portions 1 and 2, and is

provided along each of its longitudinal side

‘edges with a bead 4, formed by a sheath or
pocket 5, through which passes a stiffening-

strand 6, which may be a cord, wire, or other
suitable flexible, inflexible, or -semiflexible
element of like character adapted to fill the

sheath or pocket to reinforce- the same and

provide a bead or rim of suitable stiffness and

cross-sectional form to be engaged or gripped

by the hooked edges or jaws of a fastener.
In the present instance I have shown the
strands 6 in the form of cords which have
ends 7 projecting at one end of the tongue or

50 strip 3, so as to be tied to form an ornamental

c application

| bow or knot, which is the preferred arrange-
ment when the. fastening is used-to0 connect

the meeting edges of corsets, gloves, shoes,
drapery, and other articles of personal wear
and those used in the household or elsewhere
for utility or ornamentation. At that end of
the tongue or strip 8 from which the ends
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7 of the cords project a stiffening plate or

strip 8 is employed, and the edges of the same

are bent to form tips 9 to grip the contigu-

ous ends of the beads 4, thus preventing rela-

tive movement of the cord or pocket folds at
that point, and consequently preventing the
parts from becoming frayed or worn or wrin-

kling from manipulation of the ends of the
cords. The plate 8 further forms a finger

0o

grasp to enable the tongue or strip 3 to be

conveniently taken hold of and drawn in one
direction, as will be readily understood.
Sald plate 8 also servesas a convenient means
for inserting the beaded edges of the strip be-
tween the jaws of the connectors. The oppo-

site or lower end of the strip 3 is reinforced

by a plate 9', bent to form jaws 10, bearing
against opposite sides of said strip and se-
cured thereto by rivets or other suitable fas-
tenings 11. |
bent outward at an angle to provide a finger-
piece 12, by which the said lower end of the
strip may be grasped and.drawn.in in a down-
ward direction. - Said finger-piece 12 further
serves as a stop to abut against a guide-strip
13 and limit the movement of the strip 3 in

‘the direction in which it is drawn by the fin--

ger-plece 8. It will be observed that the
plate 9" not only serves as a stiffener and fin-
ger-plece, as described, but also protects the
lower end of the tongue or strip 8 from wear
and clamps the adjacent ends of the cords and
pocket folds from relative movement. (See
Figs. 1 and 2.) Of course the cords or stiff-
ening - strands may be independent or con-
tinuous in a single piece, the return or inter-

mediate portion being arranged to cross un-

der the plate 9" when a continuous piece is
used. - -

The guide-strip 13 comprises a piece of
metal or other suitable material bridging
across the front of the space between the lower
ends of the portions 1 and 2 and secured at its
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The lower end of the plate is '
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outer ends to said portions 1 and 2 by rivets

or other preferred fastenings 14, the body of
the strip being bowed or offset to form a pas-
sage for the tongue or strip 3. The rivets
14 also pass through a stay 15, extending

across the space between the portions 1 and 2

at the back of the latter and in line with the
guide-strip 13, sald stay serving, in connec-
tion with said guide-strip, to retain the lower
ends of the sald portions 1 and 2 in proper
relative position.

Arranged at intervals alonﬂr the edges of

‘the parts 1 and 2 are connectors 15/, each con-

sisting of a stem or shank 16, attached to the
edge of the part 1 or 2, as the case may be,

‘and having curved jaws 17 embracing and

frictionally engaging the contiguous bead or
rim 4 of the tongue or strip 3, the sets or se-
ries of connectors thus slidably connecting
the strip 3 with the parts 1 and 2 and retain-
ing the edges of the latter in proper spaced
relation. By this construction it will be seen
that the strip 8 may be entirely detached by
sliding 1t downward past the guide-strip 13,
thus releasing the parts 1 and 2, and that by

a reverse sliding movement of said strip 3 on-

the connectors 15" the parts may again be
connected and held in closed relation.

The invention is advantageous in providing
a construction of fastening means which 1s
adapted for general use and is simple, cheap.,
durable, ¢ mient and reliable and which en-
ables the connected parts to be readily en-

oaged and disengaged.

The operation of my fastening may be de-
scribed as follows: When the parts are in
their closed position (shown in Figs. 1 and 2
of the drawings) and it is desired to open
them, the finger-piece 12 is drawn down-
wardly until the parts 1 and 2 are disconnected
sufficiently for the purpose required, the
beads 4 and tips 9 sliding through the con-
nectors 15, as will be readily understood. If
the fastening is used upon a shoe or the like,
1t will not be neeessary to entirely remove
the tongue or strip 3; but for some purposes
1t may be necessary to entirely withdraw the
same frora the connectors 15. When 1t is

desired to connect or secure the parts 1 and
2, the strip 3 is drawn upwardly, so that the
slide through the connec-

tips 9 and beads 4

780,691

tors 15'. The finger-piece 12 engaging the

gulde 13 will Imit the upward movement.

The operation of connecting the parts 1 and
2 together by the tongue or strip 3 1s greatly
facilitated by the stiffening-plate 8, the tips
9 of which may be easily passed between the
jaws of the connectors 15'. When the parts
are In their closed position, the strip 38 will be
prevented from dropping downwardly by the
frictional engagement of the connectors 15
with the beads 4

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction and operation of the inven-
tion will be readily understood without re-
quiring a more extended explanation.

Various changes in the form, proportion,

and the minor details of construction may be

resorted to without departing from the prin-
ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of
this invention.

Having thus described my 1nvontlon what
I claim, and desire to secure by Lettels Pat-
ent, 18—

1. A fastening comprising the parts 1 and
9, a guide-strip connecting sald parts, connec-
tors upon said parts formed with jaws, a
tongue or strip having beaded edges slidably
engaged with the jaws of said connectors, a
plate upon one end of said tongue formed with
a finger-piece adapted to engage said guide-
strip to limit the movement of said tongue,
and a stiffening-plate adjacent to the other
end of sald tongue having tips engaging said
beads and slidable in the jaws of said connec-
tors, substantially as deseribed.

2. A fastening comprising the parts 1 and
2, a guide-strip connecting said parts, connec-
tors on said parts formed with jaws, a tongue
or strip having beaded edges slidably engaged
with the jaws of said connectors, and a plate
on one end of said tongue or strip and having
a finger-piece adapted to engage said guide-
strip to limit the movement of sald tongue.

In testimony whereotf I have hereunto sect
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses.
DAVID L. WA'TSON, J=n.
Witnesses:
SoN W EISS,
EpwaArp C. SCHULTZ.

55

6o

70

75

80

$1e

95




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

