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To all whom ?t ALY COTLCETTY:

Be it known thatI Wirriam P. PITT acm—
zen of the United States residing at Inde-
pendence, in the county of J ackson and State
of Mlssourl have invented certain new and

- useful Improvements in Loose-Leaf Binders,
- of which the following is a specification.
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of the |

\{[y invention relates to loose- leat binders:

and it consists more particularly in the novel

construction, combination, and arrangement

ockmo* device for admstablyf securing

the follower at any desired pomt on the posts
of the binder.

In order that the mventlon may be readily

understood, reference will now be made to

the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of a |

: loose leaf binder embodying my invention.

] Fig. 2 is a vertical section of the same, taken
20

on l'ine 1L 1L of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 1sa longitudi-
nal section of my improved locking device,
taken on line 111 II1 of Fig. 2. TFige. 4 shows

- the several parts of the lockmo' devme 1n per—
~ gpective.
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~out at 12 to render it more resilient and has
a semicircular marginal recess 13 at one end
~ for frictional engagement with the adjacent

post 3.

In said drawings, 1 deswnates a horlzonta,l
base composed of. smtable material and cov-
ered, preferably, with canvas 2. |

3 desw‘nates a pair of parallel VGI‘tIC&HV -a1-
ranged posts riveted at their lower ends to
the rear portion of the base.

4 designates a follower having two aper-
tures 5 at its rear portion for the reception of
the posts, upon which latter the follower is

adjustably and removably arranged. The fol-
lower, like the ba,se, 1S preferably covered

“with canvas 6.
7 designatesa metallic strlp folded at its cen-.

tral loncrltudma,l portion to form members 8,

havingan intervening space 9. Strip 7 forms
the rear portion ot the follower, the flap 10
of the latter being flexibly secured to the strip

by canvas 6.

11 designates a resﬂlent lockmmplate oper-

atively arranwed in space 9 between the two

members of strip 7. Said locking-plate is cut

opening.

The opposite end of the locking-plate |

| ha,s a cwcular aperture 14 for the reception

of an eccentric 15, journaled on one of the

posts 3 and provided at its lower end with a

peripheral flange 16, interposed between the

locking-plate and the lower member of strip
T to prevent vertical movement of the eccen-

tric. 'T'he upper portion of eccentric 15 pro-
jects through a circular opening 17 in the up-
per member of strip 7 of sufficient diameter
to prevent the eccentric when turned on the
post from contacting with the edge of said

minates in a reduced segmental portion 18 for
the reception of an operatlnmlever 19, pro-
vided at one end with an aperture 20, Whlch
snugly fits segmental portion 18, so that when

the raised handle 21 of the lever is erasped
and swung around to the position indicated

by dotted lmes Fig. 1, the eccentric will turn
therewith.

tact with the opposite post so the follower
can be removed from the posts for the inser-
tion or extraction of loose leaves or sheets.

‘The follower is then replaced upon the posts

In contact with the uppermost sheet, where it
1s reliably held by turning the lever back to
the position shown in full lmes, Kig. 1.

tional contact with the opposing post with suf-

50.
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The upper end of the eccentric ter-

The turnmcr_ of the eccentric re-
tracts the locking-bar out of frictional con-
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The
turning of the lever operates the eccentric,
causing it to force the locking-plate into fric-

80.~

ficient pressure to bow said 1001{1110'-131&136 as

‘shown in Fig. 2.

With the above construction 1t 1s apparent

that after the binders have been filled until the -

upper surfaces of the followers are about flush
with the upper terminals of posts 3 there will

be no projecting parts to interfere with said

binders being piled upon each other flatwise,

and consequently they can be stored away in

the least possible space. |
Having thus described my mventlon ‘what

I claim, and desire to secure by Lettels Pat—-
ent, 1Is—
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1. A loose-leaf binder conmstmcr of a base,

posts‘projecting therefrom, a tollower on said

posts, a strip secured to one end of said fol-
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lower folded at its central longitudinal por-

tion to form two members havmo' an inter-
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vening space, sald members having register-
ing apertures near their opposite ends for the
reception of said posts, one of sald apertures
being larger than the others, an eccentric
journaled upon one of the posts arranged in
sald intervening space and having one end ex-
tending upwardly through the large aper-
ture, means engaging sald extended end for
turning the eccentrie, and a resilient locking-
plate having an apertured end which engages
the eccentric and a recessed end which engages
the adjacent post with sufficient pressure to
bow sald locking-plate in the intervening space
when the eccentric is turned in acertain direc-
tion.

2. A loose-leaf binder comprising a base,

posts projecting therefrom, a follower on said
posts, a strip secured to one end of said fol-

lower folded at its central longitudinal por-

tion to form an upper member and a lower
member, sald members having registering ap-
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ertures for the reception of the posts, one of
the apertures in said upper member being
larger than the others, an eccentric journaled
upon one of sald posts projecting upwardly
through said large aperture and terminating
in a reduced segmental portion, a peripheral

flange on the lower end of the eccentric, a lever

provided with a segmental aperture which
snugly engages sald segmental portion, and a
locking-plate provided with an apertured end
which engages the eccentric and overlaps the
peripheral flange, the oppositeend of the lock-
ing-plate being recessed to snugly engage the
adjacent post when the eccentric is turned in
a certain direction.

In testimony whereof I afix my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM P. PITT.
Witnesses:

J. W. Borixg,
. . FiscHER.
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