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To all whom it mao i/ COMCETTy:

Be it known that I, Noam THOMAS, a citizen
of the United States, residing at London, in the
county of Madison and State of Ohio, have in-
vented anew and useful Toilet-Comb, of which
the following is a specification. -

This invention relates to combs for toilet
purposes, and has for its object to provide an
improved collapsible comb capable of being
folded into compact form for convenience in
carrying in a pocket of the clothing and also

arranged to be readily set up in p031t10n for

use.

With these ob]ects in view the present in-
vention consists in the combination and ar-
rangement of parts, as will be hereinafter more
fully described, shown in the accompanying
drawings, and pertlculerly pointed out in the
appended claims, it being understood .that
changes in the form, proportion, size, and
minor details may be made within the scope
of the claims without departing from the
spirit or sacrificing any of the edveuteo*es of

the mventlon
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In the accompanying drawin os, Figure 1 is

a perspective view illustrating severel sections

of the comb of the present Tnvention in po-
sition to be assembled. Fig. 2 i1s a side ele-
vation of the comb with the sections assembled
and drawn out into position for use. Fig. 3
Is an end view showing the comb-sections col-
lapsed and inclosed within a casing.
1s a detail perspective view ot a cover for the
casing. FKig. 5is a detail perepeetwe View
of a modlf ed form of casing.

Like eharecters of reference desw‘nate COY~
responding parts in each and every figure of"
the drawings.

The comb of the present invention is made
up of a plurality of comb-sections mounted

to telescope one within another, and therefore

capable of beingcollapsed into compact form.
While any desired number of sections may

- be employed, 1t has been found convenient to

45

construct the comb in three sections, which
have been designated, generally, by the refer-
ence characters A, B, and C, respectively.
In a general way each section is a duplicate
of the other with the exception that they pro-

longitudinal opening therein.

‘when the comb 1s set up for use.

Kig. 4

of the mtermedlete sectlon.

Jjacent edge of the tubular back.

escope, and therefore the following descrip-

tion of the general construction of “each sec-
tion 1s eppheable to all of the sections. Hach
section consists of a tubular back 1 which 1s
open longitudinally throughout one side from

“end to end of the back, with a series of teeth

9 of the usual form depending from the lower
side of the tubular back at the edge of the

teeth begins at what will be termed the *‘outer”

end of the section and ter minates short of the

opposwe section in order that the successive

series of teeth may come into proper relation
1t will of

course be understood that the tubular backs
of the comb-sections decrease regularly in di-
ameter from the inner section C to the outer
section A, so as to permit telescoping thereof,
and each series of teeth 2 extends from a pen-
dent flange 3, mth the flange of the comb-sec-
tions increasing in width from the inner sec-

tion to the outer section, so as to compensate
for the decrease in diameters of t_he ba,eks_of
| the comb-sections, and thereby bring the tips

of the teeth into elmement when the comb 18

set up.

In addition to the thGSCODIDO‘ engagement
of the comb-sections there is also a tongue-
and-groove connection to limit the reletwe
outwald movement of the sections, and
therebv prevent seperatlen thereof Whlle

termediate section only and provide the ter-
minal geetions with tongues or projections
for engagement with the cor responding slots
The intermedi-

This seriee of
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_mzw be pI‘OVlded I pre‘rer to slot the 1n-

ate section is therefore provided in the top of

its back with a longitudinal slot 4, which ex-
tends nearly the entire length of the section

and terminates at its outer end in a transverse

branch 5, leading outwardly or toward the ad-
Another
lonmtudmal slot, 6, is formed in the bottom ot
the tubular beek at one side of the teeth and
has a terminal lateral branch 7 at that end of
the slot which is opposite the branch 5 and
dlrected in the same direction as said branch
5, or, in other words, toward the adjacent

9o
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50 gress regularly in size, so as to properly tel- | edo*e of the open-ended slot of the back. The 100
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1nner comb-section C is provided upon its un-
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der side with an inner tongue or projection 8,
located adjacent the outer end of the section
and at one side of the row of teeth in posi-
tion to engage the longitudinal lower slot 6 of
the comb B when the inner end of the latter
is thrust into the outer end of the comb-sec-
tion C. The back of the outer comb-section
A 1s provided upon its top with an external
tongue or projection 9 to engage theslot 4 of
the section B when the section A is thrustinto
the outer end of the section B.

~ With the comb-sections assembled as de-
scribed and drawn out to theirlimits, with the
projection 9 of the outer section A thrustinto
the outer end of the branch 5 of the slot 4 and
the projection 8 of the section C thrust into
the outer end of the branch 7 of the slot 6.the
comb-sections will of course be held against
individual endwise movement and the several
series of teeth will lie in longitudinal aline-
ment with each section, abutting against the
adjacent section, so as to form a continuous

“series of teeth, as clearly indicated in Fig. -2

of the drawings. It will now be understood
that the series of teeth of the two outer sec-

“tions terminate short of the inner end of said

sections sufficiently to permit of the proper
lapping of the tubular backs of the sections
and at the same time to bring the terminal
teeth of the several sections into proper rela-
tion. |

To fold or collapse the comb, the outer sec-
tion A is rotated or turned so asto bring the
projection 9 into alinement with the slot 4 and

- to move its series of teeth to a position in
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front of the series of teeth of the section B,

whereupon the section A may be slid into the
section B. After the sections A and B have
been telescoped said sections are simultane-
ously turned so as to aline the slot 6 with the
projection 8, whereupon the two sections A and
B may be telescoped within the section C.
As the present comb has been especially de-

signed to be carried in a pocket of the cloth-

Ing, it 1s proposed to house the entire comb
when folded or collapsed so as to prevent in-

jury to the teeth of the comb when carried in |

a pocket. To accomplish this feature, there
1s provided a case 10, which is closed at one

end and open at its opposite end and has a

substantially tubular or eylindrical back 11,

~within which the tubular back of the largest

and 1nnermost comb-section is adapted to tel-
escope, the top of the back of the case being
provided with a longitudinal oroove 12 in the
Interior thereof for the reception of an exter-
nal projection 13 upon the inner end of the
comb-section C, the forward end of this groove
being provided with a lateral branch 14 to re-
cetve the projection 13 at the outer limit of
the section C, so as to prevent entire separa-
tion of the comb and the case. When the

comb-sections are collapsed and housed with-
1In the case, said sections assume the relative .

780,540

position as shown in Fig. 3 of the drawings.
A suitable removable cover 15 is provided to
close the open end of the case after the comb
has been collapsed therein, and this cover has
a peripheral flange 16 to snugly embrace the

. case and prevent accidental displacement of

the cover. Should it be desired to have the
comb entirely separate from the case, I pro-
pose to employ a case of the form shown in
Fig. 5, and designated 17, wherein the eroove
12 of the case 10 is omitted, and the comb-
sections may be entirely removed from the
case. 'This latter form of case is provided
with a removable cover 18, similar to the
cover 15.

The present form of comb may of course
be made of any suitable material; but the tu-
bular back thereof should have suflicient flexi-
bility to permit of a slight collapsing thereof
1in originally assembling the comb-sections,
so as to permit of the projections 8 and 9
being entered into the respective slots 6 and 4.

Having thus fully described the invention,
what 1s claimed is—-

1. A comb comprising telescoped toothed
sections, and means to prevent collapse of the
sections when extended.

2. A comb comprising sections having sul-
stantially tubular telescoped backs provided
with teeth, and means to prevent collapse of
the sections when extended.

3. A comb comprising telescoped sections,
each section having a tubular back provided
with a Jongitudinal slot intersecting opposite
ends thereotf and having a series of teeth pro-
jected from one edge of the slot and working
In the slot of an adjacent section, and one of
the sections capable of being turned upon the
other to move its teeth out of alinement with
the teeth of the other section and thercby per-
mit telescoping of the sections.

4. A comb comprising telescoped sections,
each section having a substantially tubulap

‘back provided with a longitudinal slot inter-

secting 1ts Inner end and having a series of
teeth projected externally at one edee of the
slot, the series of teeth of the innor section
working in the slot of an adjacent section and

terminated short of the inner end of said outer
section to permit lapping of the backs of the

sections when extended, one of the sections
capable of being turned to move its teeth out
of alinement with the tecth of the other sce-
tion and permit collapsing of the sections.

5. A comb comprising telescoped sections,
each section having a substantially tubular
back provided with a longitudinal slot and a

| series of teeth projected externally at one edee

of the slot and working in the slot of an adja-
cent section, one of the backs being provided
with a longitudinal groove, and the back of
the other section having a projection working
1n sald groove.

6. A comb comprising telescoped sections,

“each section including a substantially tubular
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back having a lonmtudmal slot and promded
with a series of external teeth at one edge of

the slot and working in the slot of an adjacent

section, one of the backs having a longitudi- |

nally qubsta,ntmlly L-shaped groove, and the
back of the other section having a prOJectlon

working in said aroove.
7. A comb comprising three telescoped sec-

tions, each section including a substantially

IO

- ranged substantmlly L-shaped slots, the inter-

20

tubular back provided with a longitudinal slot
with teeth projected externally at one edge of
the slot and working in the slot of an adjacent
sectlon, the slot of the intermediate section
intersecting opposite ends of said sectlon, the

slot of each end section intersecting the inner

end of said section, the back of the interme-
diate section having opposite reversely -ar-

medmte section telescoping within one of the
end sections, said end section havingan inner
projection WOI‘leD‘ in one of the slots of the
intermediate sectlon and the other end sec-
tion. telescoping within the intermediate sec-

tion and provided with an external projection |

working in the other slot of the intermediate
section. -

8. A comb COH]pI‘ISlIlC" sllda,bly-connected

- toothed sections, one section having a sub-

30

stantially L-bhaped oroove and the other sec-
tion having a pr()Jectlon slidable in the groove,
one of the secmons capable of an anm.llar ad-

o
£

justment to bring the projection into the trans-

‘verse portion of the groove to lock the sec-

tions acrainst'endwise movement.

9. A comb comprising a series of slidably-

connected toothed sections, and a case havmﬂ'

one of the end sections of the series slldab]y

connected thereto, certain of the members of

‘the comb being prowded with substantially

L-shaped grooves and the other members be-
ing prov1ded with projections working in the

rec_;pectlve grooves, and some of the sectlons_

having angular adjustments to bring the re-
spective projections into the transverse mem-
bers of the respective grooves tolock the mem-
bers against endwise movement.

10. A comb comprising a case hewmcr an
internal substantially L-shaped groove, an in-
ner comb-section telescoped Wlthm the case

and prowded with an external projection

working in the groove, and another comb-
section telescopmc‘r w1thln the inner section
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and provided with a projection and grooved

slidable connection therewith.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my swnature in
the presence of two witnesses.

_ NOAH THOMAS.
Witnesses: -
H. H. WixNsaIp,
WirLiam WiLniams.
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