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No. 780,5283.

Patented January 24, 1905,

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

' GEORGE L. PATTERSON, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

~ CONTACT FOR ELECTRIC HAND-LAMPS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 780,523, dated January 24, 1905.

~ Application filed April 6, 1904, Serial No, 201,304,

To all whom it may concer:

Be it known that I, GEorer L. PATTERSON,
a citizen of the United States, residing at New
York, in the county of New York, State ot
New York, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Contacts for Electric
Hand-Lamps, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description.

My invention relates to electric hand-lamps,
and particularly to a contact therefor.

The object of my invention 1s to provide a

- olow-light which may be carried in" the hand
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and in which the current may be turned on
quickly by hand and locked in its operating

position and unlocked easily by the use of one
hand alone.

The invention consists in a construction hav-

ing suitable electric batteries and an incances-
cent lamp with a stati onary and a movable con-
tact. A sliding button 1s carried by a spring
member and movable so as to engage or dls-
engage the stationary contact and _be locked
in relation thereto when desired.

In the single sheet of drawings accompany-
1ng this specification, Figure 1 represents a
construction embodying the improvements of
my invention. Kig. 2 1s a longitudinal cross-
sectlional view of the same, taken, however,
at right angles to the position shown in Fig.
1. Fig. 3 is an enlarged detail showing the
contacts which are of my 1nvention.

1 indicates a suitable casing.

2 1s a battery contained within the casing
of any suitable construction formed of oneor
more parts, as desired.

3 1s a lens remova,bly carried by the outer
end of the casing.

4 is a metallic reflector carried by the cas-
ing and supporting the lamp 5. The battery
is held 1nto electrical contact with one ter-
minal of the lamp by means of the spring 6,
which is held in place by the removable cap 7.

8 1s a stationary contact secured to the cas-
ing 1 and having an electrical connection with
the reflector 4 and thence to one terminal of
the lamp 5.

9 1s the second terminal, which has an elec-
trical connection with the batteries.

When the two contactsare brought together,

53-'5 the electric circuit is complete and the lamp
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is ligchted. Lampsof thischaracter are espe-
cially designed for use for short periods of
time and for thisreason have sometimes been
called *‘flash-lights.” It often is desirable,
however, to leave the lamp lighted for some
little time. ~ When this is the case, 1t 1s Incon-
venient and troublesome to hold the two con-
tacts together by hand.

The movable contact 1s in the form of a
spring and of course opposes the action of
the hand and necessitates the application of
considerable pressure to operate 1t. My par-
ticular improvement relates to means of lock-
ing the contacts together, which may be op-
erated conveniently by use of a single hand.
In fact, the contact may be operated by simply
orasping the body ot the lamp in the hand
and pldcincr the thumb upon the contact 9 and
pressing it down. The locking device may
be controlled by this single thumb leaving
the other hand entirely free.

The invention consists in its simplified form
of a construction as shown. The stationary
contact has an upturned lip 10 with a recess
underneath. This 1s conveniently formed by
cutting a slit and pressing up the projection
from the metal of which the contact 1s formed.

‘The main body of the other contact, as before
The end

stated, is formed of spring metal.
of this contact 9 carries a button 11, which
may be engaged conveniently by the end of
the thumb. The shank of this button passes
through a slot in the spring 9 and carries a
bolt 12 on the under side. This boltis adapted
to engage beneath the lip 10 of the station-
ary contact 8 and hold the parts in their elec-
trically-connected position, as shown particu-
larly in Figs. 2 and 3. The contact may be

disengaged by simply retracting the bolt 12

by mreans of the button 11.

What I claim 1s—

1. A lamp of the character described hav-
ing in combination, a casing, an incandescent
licht, a battery therefor, a stationary con-
tact having an upturned projecting lip and a
spring-contact having a longitudinally-mov-
able button adapted to engage with the lip
for locking the same in electrical connection.

2. A lamp of the character described com-
prising the combination of a casing, a battery,
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a light, a stationary contact having a project-
1ng ip and a spring-contact, electrical con-
nections between said contacts and the termi-
nals of the battery and lamp and a sliding
button carried by the spring-finger adapted
to engage beneath the projecting lip for lock-
ing the parts, substantially as described.

3. In a lamp of the character described, in
combination, a casing, a lamp, a reflector sup-

porting and connecting said lamp, a battery |

within sald casing electrically connected to the
other terminal of said lamp, yielding means
tor holding the battery in engagement with
the lamp, a pair of contacts carried by said
casing and one of them being electrically con-
nected to the reflector and the other elec-
trically connected to the battery, one of said
contacts being a movable round-topped but-
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ton, the other of said contacts having an up-
wardly-projecting lip adapted to be engaged
by said movable button for locking the con-
tacts in their electrical connection.

4. A lamp, comprising the combination of a
casing, a battery, an electric light, a station-
ary contact carried by the casing formed of
sheet metal and having an upturned lip, a sec-
ond contact carried by the casing formed of
spring metal and having a slotted end, a but-
ton havingits shank passing through the slot-

ted portion of said second contact and a bolt 3o

carried by the base of said button adapted to
engage with said upturned lip.
GEORGE L. PATTERSON.
Witnesses:
RosT. S. ALLYN,
L. VREELAND.
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