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To all whom it ma y coneerm:

Be it known that we, ARTHUR. J. PHILLIPS
residing at Norwood, in the county of St. Law-

. rence, and WILLIAM D. CaAPMAN, residing at
5 rlheresa, in the county of Jefferson, State of
New York citizens of the United States of
America, have Inv ented certain new and use-

ful Tm provements in Letter-Racks, of Whlch-

the following is a specification.
10 Qur invention relates to that class of letter,
- pencil, and calendar holders designed to be
used upon the office-table; and the objects of
our lmprovements are to promde a portable,
attractive, and convenient holder of sufﬁclent

15 capacity to hold the daily couespondence of.|

the ordinary office and one in which its con-

~ tents are readily accessible and by the use
of which letters can be quickly assorted, in-

serted, and withdrawn by a single motlon of

20 the hand and though varying in thickness
-~ will be securely held out of the way of other
table-furniture and papers.-

be readily seen and changed and the device so

- constructed asto be str onﬁ'ly and economically
- 25 manutfactured and not liable to gather dust |

or be easily put out-of repair. These objects

we attain by the device illustrated in the aC-
companying dr&wmﬂ"s in which-—

Figure 1 is a pelspeetwe view of our In-

30 vention ready for use. Fig. 2 is a sectional

end view of the same on the line « v in Fig.

1. Fig. 3 1s an enlarged side view of the

- pencil- holder deswnated as 2 1n Fig. 1, and-

Iig. 4 1s an end view of the pencﬂ—holdeI on
35 the same scale as Fig. 3. -

The. lettering in all the ficures is uniform.

- @ represents an oblong base preterably of
wood, to which is “rmly attached near each

end thereot the wire coil . Whmh 1s drawn

40 over an arched metal former ¢, preferably

consisting of a strip of sheet metal the edges

of WhICh are rolled upward so as to embrace

the strengthening-wires @, (shown in Fig. 2.)

the ends of which wires may be driven into

45 the wood of said base, as shown by the dotted
~ lines in Fig. 2, 1n order toa

support to the said arch.  The wire coil b is

“held to said metal arch by the wire ¢, which

1S struna through the interior ot S%le {3011 and

Its calendar can

Tord a-more rigid

1t% ends run throu0h qald hase a&, as shown by 50
the broken lines in Fig. 2, as close as possible
to said metal arch and drawn twht]y down

and fastened in said base by any customaw-

means, such as upfsettmcr the ends of said wire
e, S0. that said coil 1s thereby drawn tightly 55

down Aagainst the-outer side of said arched

formery The said coil may be further secured .
to said base by means of wire staples driven

into the base and embracing the end convo-
lutions of said coil, respectwely at the outer 6o
side thereof - or bv any other suitable known- -
means. - It Wl]l be noted that by thus fasten-

ing down this coil at the points of its most

bxtended circumference and by the use of the

arched former as hereinbefore explained the 65

several convolutions of said coil are more |
widely separated at the circumference of such

arched coil than they are where they rest upon

said former,thereby formingan elastic wedge- 1
shaped opening between each convolutmn 76

which permits a much easier insertion and
withdrawal of letters and similar matter and a
firmer grip thereon when inserted than would
be the caseif such coil were secured to a base in

“a straight or an approximately straight line. 75

Equidls bant from but near the center of said
former are attached the two hooks 7 #in any
suitable manner, so as to depend therefrom
and adapted to be inserted in perforations
suitably disposed through the upper end of 8o

an ordinary card calendar thereby hanging
such calendar within said arch. Near the
foot of said metal arch and on the inner side
| thereof the spring-wire clip ¢ is fastened to

sald base by having its ends driven into the 83
substance of said base as shown, or by any

‘other suitable means, so that its curved end
“shall rest upon the base near the center there-

of and be adapted to hold letters that may be
inserted between said curved end and sa,ld 90 -
base. To provide a convenient holder for the

ordinary office-pencil, a close coil of wire A,

smaller than that used in the arch 5 1S formed

and the ends thereof bmucvht upwardly there-
from and parallel to each other for a short 93
distance, when they are bent abruptly to-

‘ward cmd terminated a short distance from.
“each other.

The device so formed is then




- shown.

IO

20

25

placed under said arched former distant from
1ts foot about a quarter of its length and
clasped about the same by spreading apart
sald inwardly-turned ends until they pass the
sides ot sald former and which when released
enter from either side between the convolu-
tions of said arched coil, so that said pen-
cil-holder remains dependent therefrom, as
The forward edge of said base may

be inscribed with suitable legends to indicate

the location of different classes of mailable
matter placed in said device.

In use, our improved device being placed
upon the office-table in the position in Fig. 1.
the newly-received letters are by a single mo-
tion of the hand inserted edgewise between
the convolutions of the arched coil on its up-
per left-hand side.  When desired to be read

and answered, the letters are withdrawn from

the position described, opened, and then in-
serted in a similar manner in the right-hand
side of said arched coil. - The answers are
sealed and placed under the spring-clip g,

ready to be mailed. The office-pencil when
not 1n use can be inserted in the coil of the

780,443

holder 4, and the calendar hung from the
hooks f is used in the ordinary manner.

Having now described our invention and the

manner of its use, what we claim, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, 18—

In a letter-rack, the combination of a base:
a rigid former having upturned edees and se-
cured at 1ts ends to, and springing away from,
the base and so constructed as to form an open
space between the arch of said former and
sald base; an arched coil of resilient wire
closely confined on the outside of said former
and an unyielding binder passing longitudi-
nally inside of the entire length of said coil
and securely fastened at both of its ends to
sald base contiguous to said former, substan-
tlally as shown and described.

In testimony whereof we have signed our
names to the foregoing specification In the
presence of two witnesses.

ARTHUR J. PHILLIPS.
WILLIAM D. CHAPMAN.
‘Witnesses:
I. C. MoRrrow,
Geo. K. Yosr.
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