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. No 780 408.

UNITED STATES

Patented J a,nua,ry 17, 1905

PATENT OFFICE

(JHRISTOPHER ROWE QHAPMAN AND WILLIAM SHERMAN KENNELL OF

AMETHYST COLORADO.

WASH BOAHD.

SPECIFICATION im mmg part of Letters Patent No. 780,408, dated J anuary 17, 1905
- Application filed July 8, 1904 Serial No, 215,779,

To all.whom tt may concermn:

Be 113 known that we, CrrIsTOPHER RowE |
CrapMaN and WILLIAM SHERMAN KENNELL,
citizens of -the United States, residing at Ame-

s thyst, in.the county of Mineral and State of

Colorado; have invented new and useful Im-

provements in Washboards, of which the fol-
lowing 1s a specification. -
Our invention relates to impr ovements in
1o washboards; and the object is to provide an
improved soap-receptacle associated or com-
bined with the board whereby the rubbing-
~surface of the soap will be moved and held
- automatically into position for readily apply-
15 1ng the necessary amount of soap to the mate-
rials being subjected to the cleansing process.
The invention consists in the novel con-
struction of parts and their combination in
operative combination, as will be hereinafter
20 fully speci

claims.
We have fully and clearly 111ustrated our

improvements in the annexed drawings, to be

25 taken as a part of this Speelﬁcatwn and
wherein— '

Figure 1 is a front plan view of the entire

boam showing the opening in the upper

plate ot the board with the retaining-bars ar-

30 ranged across the same. FKig. 2 is a rear or

back view of the board, showinfr the soap-re-

ceptacle as positioned therem and the lid of

the receptacle turned back. Fig. 3 is a ver-

tical central section through the board and

35 the soap-receptacle, indicating- a plece of soap

as being held in the required position.

4 1s a longitudinal vertical section through

the soap-receptacle, indicating the follower,

- which moves the soap into rnbbing position,

- 40 and. the springs as applied between the cover
of the box and the follower.

In the drawings the same parts appearing

in different figures are designated by similar
reference-notatwns and reference being had

15 thereto., A deswnates a, washboard of the usual |

constructlon, consisting of a suitable frame 1,
a metal rubbmg—surface 2, above which is a

solid wooden plate 3, formed with an open-

ing 4 to take in the soap, and the board is

jed and then the alleged novelty
partwularly and deﬁmtely pomted out 1n the

Fig. .

of the board may be of any suitable construe-

tion and our improvements be applied there-

to, which are applicable to any style of boards
now on the market of the general malke-up of
that shown in the dra,wmﬁ's

6 designates wires secured across the open-
1ng 4, as shown in Fig. 1.

These wires serve

promded with a wooden back 5. All the parts 5o

55

to keep the cake of soap in proper position

while being used, and being made with sharp-
ened under edges, as indicated at 7 in Fig. 4,
the soap is pressed upward against them, and
thus the wires cut into the soap, so that the

rubbing-surface of - the soap will alwa,vs pro-

Ject above them and present 1ts surface in po-
sition to be applied to the clothes.

To the rear face of the plate 8 is positioned
a box-frame 8, made of some suitable non-
corrodible . sheet metal and of such dimen-

6o

sions as will suit to the purposes intended of

permitting -the cake of soap to be inserted

and to provide room for the convenient hous—
ing of the mechanism. The box-frame is
formed with base-flanges 9, through which
fastening screws or naﬂs are pro;lected to hold
the box-frame in position to the plate and
with the inner walls in registration with the
walls of the opening in the plate, substan-
tially as seen in the drawings. A follower 10
is fitted in the box-frame and provided with a
finger-piece 11, whereby the follower may be
Wlthdrawn a,nd replaced in the box as occa-
sion may require. ‘This follower is adapted to

| set withitsinner face againstthe soap cale and

by the means provided push the cake into con-
tact with the bars 6 and, asmentioned, keep the
rubbing-surface of the soap always in position
for supplying the soap to the wash material.

To the upper edge of one side of the hox is
hinged a cover 12 which 1s made up of a metal
top 13, having a downwardly - extending
flange 14 along its free front edge to lap down
over the upper edge of the box side and hay-
ing its ends turned down vertically and then
under parallel with the cover, as seen at 15,

.to form channels or ways in which the ends

of a wooden plate 16 are loosely disposed, as
indicated in Fig. 4 of the drawings. In the

wooden plate are secured staples or eyes 17,
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wherein are mounted two torsional springs 18,

and on the central bars of the spring are piv-
otally mounted the arms of yokes 19, having
the spring-acting arms of the torsional springs
secured to one of the side arms of the vokes,
as seen at 20, in such a manner as that the
yokes will be swung upward by the force of
the springs, which force will be continuously
exerted. To the cross-bar of each voke are
slidably connected the ends of a lifting-bar
21. This bar 21 is made of some reasonably
stiff wire and formed with loops 22, which
loosely embrace the cross-bars of the yolkes,
as indicated in Fig. 4 of the drawings. The
bar 21 may be somewhat arched or bent to in-
cline upward from their connections toward
the middle and then have a straight middle
portion, so that the bar will set over the
springs and also bear with its middle portion
against the follower. The lower or rear wall

L)

of the box-frame is provided with a series of

perforations 23, through which the drippings
from the soap escape, and to hold the cover

or lid in place when the device is in use.a hook

and staple 24 are properly placed to serve the
purpose. _ |

The utilization of the device is apparent
from the description taken in connection with
the drawings. All that is necessary to suc-
cesstully use it is to place the cake of soap in
position, then put the follower in place, and
then close down the cover and secure it.

It will readily be seen that the device is
cleanly and economical in use, that it will al-
ways automatically move the soap into the po-
sition for handy application of the wash mate-
rial, and the washer will never have to hunt for
missing soap, since it can neither be knocked
off the board onto the floor nor be lost in the

780,408
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use, a new cake can bhe placed behind it, and
thus the diminished cake be entirely used up.

What we claim is—

1. The combination of a washboard having
a soap-opening in its upper portion, bars se-
cured across the opening to prevent the soap
from passing out of the opening, a box-frame
secured to the rear face of the washboard in
registration with the soap-opening, a follower
in the box, a cover hinged to the box-frame,
yokes pivotally secured to the cover, a bar
slidably connecting the free ends of the yolkes,
springs to swing the yokes to lift the bar
against the follower, and means to hold the
cover closed.

2. The combination of a washboard having
a soap-opening 1n its upper portion, bars se-
cured across the opening to prevent the soap
from passing out of the opening, a box-frame
secured to the rear face of the washboard in
registration with the soap-opening, a follower
In the box, a cover hinged to the box-frame,
a wooden plate detachably secured to the in-
ner face of the cover,torsional springs secured
to the wooden plate, yokes pivotally supported
on the torsional springs and swung therechy,
a bar formed with loops at the ends to slid-
ably engage over the cross-bars of the yolkes
and adapted to bear against the follower, and
locking means to hold the cover down on the
box.

In testimony whereof we afl
In presence of two witnesses,

CHRIS. ROWE CHAPMAN,
WILLIAM SHERMAN KENNELL.

X our signatures

Witnesses:
Thuro. A. WHEELER,
C. A. WEBBER.
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