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No. 780,311,

UNITED STATES

Patented J a,nua,ry. 17, 1905.

PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE P. STEINBACH, OF BALTIMORE, MARYLAND.

CONVERTIBLE FURNITURE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 780,311, dated J anuary 17, 1905.
Application filed May 8, 1904, Serial No, 206,100,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GrorGE P. STEINBACH,
a citizen of the Umt@d States, residing at Bal-
timovre, State of Maryland, have 111V6nted cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Con-
vertible Farniture, of which the following is
a9, specification.

My mthlon relates to convertible furni-
ture, and has for one of 1tsobjects to construct
a piece of furniture whichmay readily be con-
verted into a .chair or table or a combined
chair and desk and which may be folded in a
compact manner.

The invention consistsin the novel construc-
tion, combination, and arrangement of the
parts, as will hereinafter be more fully de-
scribed, and pointed out in the claims.

The accompanying drawings 1llust1"L‘te the

invention, in which-— |
Kigure 1 illustrates a perspective view of
the device when arranged as a table. Fig. 2

~also 1llustrates a perspective view of the de-

vice when arranged as a chair. Fig. 3 1llus-
trates another perspective view of the device
when formed into a combined chair -and desk.
Fig. 4 illustrates a vertical section of the de-
vice, on anenlarged scale, whenin the formofa
table and also shows by broken lines the rela-
tive position of the parts when the same are
folded. Kig. 5 1llustrates a sectional detail ot
the upper portion of the device with the two
sections of the table-top separated. Fig. 61is
a slde elevation of the same. Fig. 7 1s a ver-
tical section on the line 7 7 of Fig. § looking
in the direction of the dart. Iig. 8 is a ver-
tical section on theline 8 8 of Kie. 6 also look-

1ing In the direction of the dart, and Fig. 9
1lustrates a sectional detail through the slot-
ted leg and shows a pin extending through

the same.

In the drawings, « designates two parallel
front legs, one at each side, and 4 designates
two parallel rear legs, also one at each side
of the device. In the present instance the
two front legs @ are each provided with a slot
@ , which extends in a direction parallel with
the length of the said legs, and these two slots
terminate at a point where the front and rear
legs at each side cross each other. The front
legs @ extend upwardly and rearwardly and

| terminate at a point substantially above the

lower end of the rear leg b, while the said
rear legs extend upmrdly and forward and
terminate substantially above the lower end
of the front leg. A thumb-serew /', carried
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by each of the rear legs 4, serves to bind the

two legstogetherafter thw have buen acljusted
to their proper positions.

A rod ¢ extends horizontally between the
two front legs ¢, but at a point above and to
the rear of the slot ¢'. This rod has its.ends
rigidly secured in the said legs ¢ and 1s pro-
vided with a spring-arm ¢, which projects
toward the front for a purpose to be presently
described.

A seat d 1s provided with two brackets ¢,
one at each side and alittle to the rear, which
latter are pivotally supported on said rod e,
and said seat extends toward the front and
normally rests on a cross-bar §° on the legs b.

"When the device is folded, as 11‘1(110%@(:1 by
broken lines in Fig. 4, the spring-arm ¢" con-

tacts with the under side of the seat and sup-

portsit in an elevated position after the cross-

bar ° has been withdrawn from beneath it.
A pin ¢ extends through the legs ¢ above

the slots ¢’ and serves to prevent Spllttmg of

sald legs above said slot.
~ A horizontal arm ¢ pivotally connects the
front and rear legs ¢ and & at their upper ends,

the upper end of the front leg ¢ being seat-

ecdd 1n a recess ¢ on the exterior of the arm e,
while the upper end of Lhe rear leg 0 is seat-
ed 1n a similar recess ¢ on the interior of
sald arm. Thus it will be understood that
each arm ¢1s provided with two recesses, one,
¢, at the rear and on the exterior side and
the other, &, at the front and on the inside.
it i1s obwous that this construection 1s for the
purpose of compactness when the device is
tolded. The arms ¢ at their top surfaces are

each - provided with & laterally - projecting

tongue ¢, which in the present instance is on
the outer side, and these tongues eatend mn 4
lengthwise direction of Lhe arms, but are
shm ter than said arms.

The top or back of the device 1s compoqed
of two sections 7 and ¢.

prmflded on the bottom side with two brackets
', which are pivotally connected to the up-

The section £ 1s
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per ends of the legs ¢ and also to the rear
ends of the arms e. At the outer sides of the
bracket 7' the section 7 is also provided with
short strips:- 7, each of which hasa tongue or
side flange 7” along its lower edge. When
the section 7 is folded over on top of the arms
¢, these tongues or flanges #° register with the
tongues ¢* on the arms for a purpose as will
presently appear. The edge of the section 7,
against which the section ¢ abuts, 1s provided
with a groove #*, which receives a tongue ¢’
on sald latter section and serves to rigidly
unite said sections at theilr abutting edges
when brought together. The under side of
the sectmn g 18 prowded at each side with a
strip ¢°, which extends bevond the tongued
edge ¢, and these strips are each provided
with a groove ¢°, which latter when the de-
vice 1s formed into a table receive the tongues

20 ¢ on the arms and also the tongues or flanges
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7° on the strips #* of the section 7, and when
thus engaged the table-top 1s securely locked
down on thearms e. When in the form of a
chalr the grooves ¢° receive only the tongues
or flanges #° on the short strips F* asseenin
Fig. 2, and when converted into a combined
chair and desk the said grooves ¢° engage
only the tongues ¢’ on the arms, as seen in
Figs. 3and 7. By thisconstruction, arrange-
ment, and operation ot the tongues and
grooves the device is rigidly secured together
whether the same 1s in the form of a chair,
table, or combined chair and desk.

- Having thus fully described my invention,
what 1 claim as new, and desire to secure by

1. Inanarticleoffurniture the combination
with the legs, of an arm pivotally connected
to the upper ends of said legs; acombined top
and back of two sections one section of which
18 pivoted with respect to said arms and the
other section of which 1s provided with means
for slidably engaging said arms.

9. Inanarticle of furniture the combination
with the legs, of an arm pivotally connected
to the upper ends of said legs and provided
with one member of a tongue-and-groove con-
nection, and a combined top and back of two

sections one of which is provided with the

other member of a tongue-and-groove connec-
tion for engagement with the other member
on the said arm.

3. Inanarticle of furniture the combination
with the frontand the rear legs, of a seat pivot-
ally supported between said tfront legs: arms
connecting the upper ends of said front and
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rear legs and a convertible top and back of
two sections, one of which is pivotally sup-
ported with respect to said arms while the
other is slidably connected to said arms.

4. Inanarticleof furniture the combination
with the legs, of two arms pivotally connecting
the legs at their upper ends and each having
a laterally-projecting tongue, and a combined
top.and back of two sections, one of which is
pivoted at the rear end of said arms and the
other section having strips provided with
grooves which engage the tongue on the arms.

5. Inanarticle of furniture the combination
with the legs, of two arms pivotally connecting
the legs at their upper ends and each arm hav-
ing a laterally-projecting tongue; a top sec-
tion pivoted at the rear of said arms and pro-
vided at each side with a tongued strip, and
another top section having a grooved strip
which engages the tongues on the arms and
also the tongues on the strips of the first-
named section.

6. Inanarticleof furniture thie combination
with the legs, of twoarms pivotally connecting
the legs at their upper ends and each arm hav-
ing a tongue; acombined top and back of two
sections one of which 1is pivoted to the rear
ends of said armsand the other having grooved
strips which engage the tongues on said arms
and a seat pivotally supported by said legs.

7. Inanarticle of furniture the combination

with the two front legs each of which is pro- -

vided with a longitudinal slot: of the two rear
legs crossing said front legs and carrying a
clamp device; arms connecting the upperends
of said legs; a seat pivotally supported be-
tween said tfront legs, and a combined top and
back of two sections, one of which is pivoted
at the upper ends of the front legs and the
other section being provided with means for
slidably engaging ‘said arms.

8. The herein-described article of furniture

having in combination the folding legs, a seat

pwotm.ly supported between the legs, arms
pivotally connecting the front and rear legs,
and a top made 1n two separable sections of
which one section is connected with said rear
legs, and said parts adapted to be adjusted so
that they will form either a table, a chair hav-
Ing a back, or a combined chair and desk- -top.
Tn testimony whereof laffix my signature in
presence ot two witnesses.
- GEORGE P. STEINBACH.
Witnesses:
J. A. HiLLEARY, Jr.,
CHARLES B. Maxn, Jr.
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