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Yo all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that I, Caarres F. M. Fisu, a
citizen ot the United States, residing in Chelms-

ford, inthe county of Middlesex and Common-

wealth of Massachusetts, have invented a cer-
tain new and useful Improvement in Horse-
shoes, of which the following is a Speciﬁcﬂw
tion. -

The object of ths invention is to o1ve an

elastic Suppmt to the heel of a horse and to
“elevate the heel relatively to the toe to relieve

the strain of the tendonsof the leg and at the

~back of the foot caused frequently by par-

ing away too much of the hoof at the heel by
careless or ignorantshoers.
1s so made and applied that the pressure comes
equally on the heel fm{: toe when the horse
stands on a level surface the horse is not prop-
erly shod.
relatively to the toe, there is a CDH&JB‘LHL strain
on the tendons caused by the turning up of
the toe when the horse is standing and when
the horse strikes the ground in traveling.
This invention furnishes a readv means of

adjusting the height of the heel relatively to

the toe and also of cushioning the heel with-
out heating the foot and does not prevent a
rigid attachment of the shoe to the hoof and
a hoof-contact of the shoe substantially
throughout its length.

1 raise and support the heel bv rubber or
similar elastic plugs inserted in holes in the
heels of the shoe and projecting from the hot-
tom thereof to the proper distance. These
plugs are secured in said holes by enlarged

heads, the heels of theshoe being offset down-—‘

ward to receive said heads and to permit the

top of the shoe to bein close contact with the

bottom of the hoof in the usual manney ot
applying ordinary shoes.

The elastic plugs may be removed from the

shoe and others substituted for them without
taking off the shoe. By thus changing one

plug where the foot is crooked or where the
foot is out of level from unequal paring of
opposite sides of the 11001’ the foot may be
leveled up.

The plugs to a great extent prevent slip- .

| ping

Unless the shoe:

When the heel isnot long enough

nHigs. 3 and 4.

in winter, even after the toe-calk has
become dulled, and thus diminish the num-
ber of sharpenings necessary.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
1s an oblique view of a horse’s foot with my
improved shoe attached there eto; Kig. 2, atop
plan of the shoe detached; Fig. 3, a side ele-
vation of the same; Fig. 4, a central ver LICELI
longitudinal section of the heel portion of
the same; Migs. 5 and 6, respectively, a plan
and a longitudinal vertical section of a heel
portion, showing a modification of my shoe.

The plate or body A of the shoe is of the
usual form and construction (except at the
heel, as heretnafter described) and is provided
with the usual crease (not shown) on the un-
der side and with nail- l_mlus B, through which
nalls are driven in the usual manner into the
hootf. The shoe is also provided with a toe-

calk C of any usual form, whichmay besharp
or otherwise, as 1equ1red. The heel portions
of the shoeare provided with circular enlarge-
ments I K, having holes ¢ concentric there-
with and circular in horizontal section to re-
celve the elastic plu os ' . The holes ¢ have
rounded edges ¢ ¢ at the top and bottom to
avold cutting the plugs F K, and said holes
are preferably shightly larger at the top than

at the bottom to allow the upper portions of

sald plugs to expand under the weight of the
horse.

The plugs I' I have each a cylindrical or
downwardly-t ...Lperinﬂ body / and anenlarged
cdisk-like head 77, which rests in a depressed
or downwar dly-oﬂset 1301'131011 a of the top of
the plate A, the head 7' extending to the edge
of the circular enlargement and fitting the
arc - shaped shoulder ¢, where said enlarge-
ment meets the body of said plate the plate
being thickened or reinforced ‘?Lt o' on the un-
der side below sald shoulder #'.

When a shoe is to be applied . to the hoof,

55

60

70

75

S0

(0

the plugs K are first inserted in the holes in

the heel portions, their heads 7' projecting
slightly above the top of the shoe, as shown
The shoe is then applied to
the foot and 1s secured closely to the bottom

{ the hoof and in contact therewith all the
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way from heel to toe on both sides, compress-
ing said head between the top of the shoe and

the bottom of the hoot.

Without removing the shoe from the hoof
the old worn plugs may be removed and new
plugs inserted by pushing them through ta-
pering or conical tubes, as corks are forced
1nto bottles-——*thqt is, a plug 1s forced head
foremost through a tapering tube, the small
end of which enters the lower end of the hole
¢ in the shoe, so that the head of the plug at-
ter passing thlouoh the shoe expands and fills
the space or depressmn a designed therefor.

The plugs should be made long enough to
allow the shoer by trimming off their lower
ends to level the shoe as may be desired and
according to circumstances. The metal of
the shoe may entirely surround the plug, as
shown in Figs. 5 and 6, and be in contact

with the hoof from the toe to the heel.

I claim as my invention—

1. A horseshoe having a metallic body pro-
vided with a solid hoof-contact throughout its
length and having its heel portion Tater ally
with depres-
ugs arranged

enlar oed Inwar dl;ﬁr and provided
S10NS havmo holes, and elastic p:

780,274

in said holes and projecting below said body,
said plugs being adapted to be placed in said
holes when the shoe is attached to the hoot
and to beremoved from said shoe without re-
moving said shoe from said hoof, said plugs
hav’mfr enlarged heads adapted to retain said
plugs in said shoe and to be compressed to
pass upward through said holes.

2. A horseshoe having a metallic body pro-
vided with a soiid hoof-contact throughout its
length and having its heel portions laterally
enlarged inwardly and provided with circular
depressions having circular holes, and elastic
plucr's cucular in horizontal section ar ranged
in said holes and projecting below sald body,
said plugs being adapted to be placed in said
holes when the shoe is attached to the hoot
and to be removed from said shoe without re-
moving sald shoe from the hoot.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-
nature in presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES F. M. FISH.

Witnesses:
A1BERT M. MOORE,

Joux F. RiLey.
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