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To all whom 1t may concern..

- Be it known that I, JouNy Macl.acHLAN, a
subject of the King of (Great Britain, remdmo“
at Jersey City, in “the county of Hudson and
State of New Jersey, have invented certain
new and useful Improvementsin Paper-Files,
of which the following is a specification, such
as will enable those skilled in the art to which
1t appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to file boxes and cabi-
nets for use 1n filing papers of various kinds
and classes, such as letters, policies, invoices.
cdaily reports, and the like; and the object
thereof 1s to provide a box-file for the pur-
pose specified which may be used independ-
ently or separately or a number of which may
be placed in or built in a cabinet or case, the
box or box-file being provided with a hinged
box-shaped door which opens forwardly and
downwardly and is held when open in a hori-
zontal position, the construction and arrange-
ment being such that the papers within the

box or box file when the door is closed lie

horizontally in the door, and when the door is
open sald papers stand on one edge in the
door, a further object being to provide a box-
file of the class specified in which the papers
or documents are held in the door part of the
box and securely retained in place in any po-

sition of the door; and with these and other

objects in view the invention consists in a de-
vice of the class specified constructed as here-
1naftter described and claimed.

This invention is an improvement on that
described and claimed in an application for
Letters Patent of the United States filed by
me April 18, 1904, Serial No. 202,908, and
the invention is hlllv disclosed in the follow-
ing specification, of which the accompanying
drawmﬁ's form a part, in which the separate
parts of my improvement are designated by
suitable reference characters in each of the
views, and 1n which--

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of a single
file-case provided with one of my nnproved
box-files; Fig. 2, a central vertical section
thereof on the hne 292 of Kig. 5; Fig. 3, a
vertical section on the line 3 3 “of FIU "4 and
showing the door open: Fig. 4, a horizontal

| zontal section on the line 5 5 of Fig. 2, and

Fig. 6 a side view of a detail of the construc-
131011 |

In thedrawings forming partof this speci-
fication T have shown at ¢ a single upright
1le bo*z or case having a single top compart-
ment ¢°, below which in the form of construc-
tion shown 1s a bottom _por tion containing a
plurality of drawers «’, which may be used
for any desired purpose, but which form no
material part of this invention. The front of
the compartment «° is provided with a rectan-
oular vertically-arranged opening «', at the
bottom of which is hinged, as shown at «¢’, a
box-door 6, whichisadapted to swing in a ver-
tical plane, and the front wall of the compart-
ment ¢’ forms d‘[rame for the door, and around
the opening « in the form of constructlon
shown are secured cleats or strips ¢, and said
door when open is held in a hOIlZOHt‘Ll POS1-
tion by means of arms 4°, secured to the oppo-
site sides thereof and pI‘OVi(]Gd with ont-
wardly-directed members /°, which operate in
corresponding notches or recesses §° in the
side cleats or strips ¢ or which may operate
1n connection with the side walls of the open-
ing ¢ in which the door is hinged. The bot-
tom end &° of the door & is projected so that
it extends a predetermined distance above the
door, as shown 1n Fig. 3, when said doorisin
a horizontal position, and the top end /° of
sald door is similarly projected and segmen-
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tally curved, as shown in Fig. 3, and formed

' in the extreme end thereof and centrall y there-

of 1s a rectangular recess ¢, in which is placed
a transverse catch-piece ¢’

‘Secured to the bottom of the lower end 7’
of the door / in the form of construction
shown are side cleats or strips ¢, and hinged
to the bottom of the opening «', centrally
of the bottom of the door, as shown at ¢,
and in the same manner as the door 4, is a

| triangular member or guard ¢, comprising a

bottom arm «° and a top arm d *, and secured
to the upper end of the arm ¢° of the mem-
ber or guard ¢ is a plate ¢*, (shown in detail
in Fig. 6,) to which is pwoted a pawl ¢°, hav-
Ing an upwardly-directed finger
adapted to strike against or engage the top of
the door frame or opening aa*., in which the
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door 7’ is hinged, when the door b is closed, as
shown In 1*10‘ .,.f.md the pawl d° engages the

transverse catch- -plece ¢ in the top “end #° of
the door 4, and the bottom arm ” of the meni-
ber or guard occuples the space ¢’ between

the cleat% or strips ¢ on the bottom of the
door b, and the arm ¢’ of said member or
cguard fits snugly against the pm]ected end
portlon of the bottom 4° and top 0° of the door.
Secured to the back of the file box or case
« and centrally thereof and substantially in
the same horizontal position as the bottom
of - the door 6 18 Vohe—shaped spring e, which
when the door & is in a horizontal position, as
shown in Fig. 3, holds the member or guard
¢ in the position shown in said ﬁO‘ure and
when the door & is closed the member or
onard ¢ moves downwardly against the force
ot the spring ¢, which latter occupies the po-
sition shown in Fig. 2. In the form of con-
struction shown the yvoke-shaped splmcr ¢ 18
connected with a transverse rod ¢, around
which the qu']e..h of said spring are coiled, as
shown at-¢
sides of the spring ¢ are secured in a strip.¢,
which In turn 1s secured to the back of the

cured in position in any desired manner.

The sides 6" of the box-shaped door & are
each provided adjacent to the front wall of
said door with a longitudinal groove #°, and
mounted in said door is a follower #, to the
top or outer side of which and Gentr ally
thereof is pivoted, as shown at /* , & Spring-
operated pawl ¢, which operates in connec-
tion with a longitudinal row of recesses ¢,
which form corresponding teeth in the front
wall of the door 4, and the follower f 1s pro-
vided at its ends with projections #°,which fit
in the grooves #® in the sides 6' of the door b.
The follower 7 is provided in the form of con-
struction. shown with a transverse strength-
ening-piece #*,with which the pawl ¢ 1s con-
nected and on which the projections /* are
formed, and it will be understood that in
practice the papers to be filed are placed in
the box-door & between the follower 7 and
the bottom §° of said door, and said papers
may be securely held in place by manipulat-
ing the follower £ so that it will press there-
on, and sald follower may be conveniently
moved in either direction whenever necessary.

The door & is held in the closed position, as
shown in Fig. 2, by its own weight and the
weight of the papers filed therein, and said
papers may be securely and compactly held
by means of the follower £, and when the
door is in its closed position, as shown 1n said
figure, the papers filed therein lie flat, or in
a horizontal position, as will be I‘G&dII}T un-
derstood, and when said door is open, or 1n a
horizontal position, as shown in FKig. 3, the
papers filed therein stand on their edges and
may he conveniently examined, and it will
also be understood that index-cards may be

in Fig. 4, and the ends of s‘ud,,f

ile box or case @, but said spring may be se-\[.
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placed in the door b in the tsual matiner for
indexing all papers filed therein, and the said
papers are thus always kept m proper torm.
It will also be seen that the member or guard
d or the part ¢° thereof closes the inner side
of the box-door when the latter 1s 1n a closed
position or extends between the projected
ends of said door, as clearly shown 1n Fig. 2;
but when said door is in an open or horizon-
tal position the said member or guard ¢ re-
mains in the box or case, as shown 1n KFig. 3,
and is held in proper position by the smincr
¢, and the force of said spring is only sufh-
ment to hold the member or guard ¢ 1n the
position shown mm FKig. 3 when the door is
open and is not sufficient to force the opening

top thereof with a handle 4, by which 1t may
be raised or lowered.

Although I have shown but one file or box
door in the file box or case ¢, it will be ap-
parent that sald file box or case may be made
in the form of a cabinet, and in practice the
files or hinged doors may be placed therein
side hy s1de, and various changes in and modi-
fications of the details of the construction here-
in described may be made without departing
\from the spirit of my invention or sacrificing

168 advantages, and 1 reserve the right to
malke all such alterations therein as fairly
come within the scope of the invention.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is-—— |

1. A file of the class described, comprising
an upright box or case open at the front and
having a front door-opening, a box-shaped
door hinged at the bottom of said opening and
adapted when open to be held in a horizontal
position, and a spring-supported triangular
ouard member hinged at the bottom of the
door-frame centrally of the door and provided
at its free end with a pawl which 1s adapted
to engage the top of the door when the door
is closed and the top of the door-frame when
the door is open, substantially as shown and
“described, |
- 2. A file of the class described, comprising
an upright box or case open at the tront and
having a front door-opening, a box-shaped
door hinged at the bottom of said opening and
adapted when open to be held in a horizontal

' position, and a spring-supported triangular
ouard member hinged at the bottom of the
door-frame centrally of the door and provided
at its free end with a pawl which is adapted
to engage the top of the door when the door

s closed and the top of the door-frame when
the door is open, said door being provided
with a follower, substantially as shown and
cdleseribed.

3. A file of the class described, comprising
an upright box or case having a front opening,
a box-shaped door hinged at the bottom of
salid opening, means for holding said door in

of the door, and said door is provided at the

70

75

30

Q0

95

IO.

1G5

110G

IIS

120

125

TSO

3




779,951 . e 3

a horizontal posifion when open, a triangular
guard member hinged. at the bottom of the
door-frame centrally of the door and provided
at 1ts free ena with a pawl adapted to engage
the top of the door when the door is closed
and the top of the door-frame when the door
1s open, and a spring for supporting the tri-
angular guard member when the door is open,
substantially as shown and described.

~In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 10
my invention I have signed my name, in pres-

ence of the subscribing witnesses, this 29th
day of August, 1904.

JOHN MacLACHLAN.

- Witnesses:
K. A. STEWART,

C. J. KirIn.
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