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>EPHECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 779,864, dated January 10, 1905.

Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jorx C. MoRRISON, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Louisville,
in the county of Jefferson and State.of Ken-
tucky, have invented new and useful Improve-
ments in Button-Fasteners, of which the fol-

lowing is a specification.

This invention relates to button-fasteners,
the object of the invention being to provide
a simple and inexpensive article of this char-

‘acter which can be readily connected with a

button in order to detachably unite the latter
toa garment. When the deviceis inits work-
ing position, it will hold the button firmly in
place and with an equal pressure on the gar-
The de-
vice 1s also arranged to be connected with
buttons whose shanks vary in sizes.

I have selected for illustration in the aceom-

panying drawings, forming a part of this

specification, one simple and convenient form
of the fastener, which I will set forth in de-
tail in the following deseription. This fas-
tener 1s an effective substitute for the ordi-

nary split rings used in connecting buttons

to vests, coats, and like garments. I wish to
state at this point that I do not limit myselt
to the exact disclosure made by said drawings
and description, for certain changes may be
adopted within the scope of my claims suc-
ceeding such description.

Referring to said drawings, Figure 1 is a

sectional elevation of a fastener including my
invention.

button being shown as locked.
similar view with the fastener and button
separated.
fastener, showing the parts thereof in their
unlocked or button-releasing relation.

Like characters refer to like parts through-
out the different views.

The fastener, which may be made from
brass, steel, or other material, may be plated,
1t desired, with nickel, silver, or some other
metal. Said fastener, as shown, includes in
1ts construction two disks or circular plates.
What might be properly termed the ** outer
disk is denoted by 5, while the inner disk is

50 designated by 6. The two disks are of con- |

Fig. 2 is a rear face view of the
same with a button associated therewith, the
Fig. 3 is a

Fig: 4 1s a front face view of the

| cavo-convex form and the inner disk is thin-

ner than and is crimped over the outer one,

whereby the two disks are associated for turn-
Ing movement of one with respect to the
other. Asa matter of fact each disk by this

arrangement 1s adapted to turn with respect

to 1ts companion. Ordinarily, however, in
applying or removing a button the innér disk
s turned. When one of said disks is erimpecl
over the other in the manner set forth, they
will be combined in an effective manner. The
two disks frictionally engage each other, so
that when they are in locked relation they can-
not be accidentally opened or moved to a but-
ton-releasing position. The frictional pres-
sure, however, between the two parts is not
suffictent to prevent the ready movement of
one with respect to the other by manipulation
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In order to effect the release of a button or the

securing of the same. The outer disk is slot-
ted, as at 7, the slot being of approximately
fork form and its apex or notch being in prox-
imity to the periphery of said outerdisk. The
formation of this slot produces a tongue 8,
rigid, of course, with said disk 5 and tapering
toward its free end in order to properly pass
through the eye of button-shanks ot different
sizes. To accommodate shanks of relatively
large sizes, the inner terminal portions of the
branches of the fork-shaped slot Tare widened
or laterally offset in order to properly receive
such large shanks. The slot 7 is so formed
that the resultant tongue 8 and the butt there-
of are located eccentrically with respect to
the outer disk 5, whereby when the button is
united to the fastener said two last-mentioned
parts are eccentrically connected. The inner
disk 6 has a segmental slot 9. the curved wall

‘of which is adjacent the periphery of said in-

ner disk 6, while the inclined portions of said
slot 9 converge toward the opposite side of
sald periphery.

When the two disks are in a position for
connection of the fastener with the shanl
of a button, the tongue 8 will substantially
bisect the segmental slot 9, at which time the
free end of the tongue will extend short of
the outer curved portion of the said slot 9 a
cdistance sufficient to accommodate the shanlk

of a button. To connect a button of the gar- 100
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ment, the shank thereof will be passed through
an eyelet in such garment and the shank will be
introduced into the outer portions of the two
slots Tand 9, with the eye of the shankin line
with the free portion of the tongue 8, so that
said tongue can be introduced into said eye.
When the tongue isintroduced into the eye, the
inner disk 6 is turned so as to cause the tongue
3 to extend across the solid portion of the in-
ner disk 6. The tongue 8 is of course some-
what resilient or springy, and as it moves 1n
contact with the solid portion of the disk 6
it will firmly and fisedly engage the same, so
as to prevent absolutely separation ot the
button from the fastener. Thisresultof course
is aided by the frictional engagement between
the solid portionsof both disks, whereby when
the fastener is in its effective position the but-
ton will be securely held.

By virtue of the eccentricity of the tongue
8 a considerable portion of the length of said
tongue will be caused to overlap the solid
portion of the inner disk 6 when the fastener
is in its working position, so that the stress
or pressureapplied by the button to the tongue
is transmitted by the latter to the said solid
portion to prevent buckling or bending of said
tongue. '

By reason of the tapering of the tongue 8
from its butt toward the free end thereof said
tongue is adapted to accommodate shanks of
varylng sizes.

I have hereinbefore described the manner
of connecting a button with a garment. Lo
disconnect the button from the garment, the
inner disk 6 will be turned, say, by the right
hand, while the button is held in the left
hand, in order to carry the free portion of
the tongue 8 from off the solid portion of said
disk 6. the movement being continued until
the tongue again approximately bisects the
segmental slot 9, at which point the shank
of the button can be slipped from off the
tongue and removed from the two registering
or coinciding slots.

1t will be obvious from the foregoing de-
seription, taken in connection with the draw-
ings accompanying same, that my improved
button-fastener has two circular concentric
plates, one of which has a tongue and the other
of which has a slot, the two plates being as-
sociated for the turning of one with respect
to the other on an axis passing through the
common center of said plates to cause the free
portion of said tongue to overlie the solid por-
tion of the slotted plate.

779,864

Havine thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Lietters
Patent, 18—

1. A button-fastener having two circular
concentric plates, one of which has a tongue,
and the other of which has a slot, the two
plates being associated for the turning ot one
with respect to the other on an axis passing

through the common center of said plates to

cause the free portion of the tongue to overlie
the solid portion of the slotted plate.

9. A button-fastener having two circular
plates, one of which has a tongue rigidly as-
sociated therewith and the other of which has
a slot, one of sald plates being crimped over
the other for assembling them for turning
movement and for causing the free portion of
said tongue to ride onto or off of the solid por-
tion of the slotted plate.

3. A button-fastener having two circular
concentric plates, one of which has an eccen-
trically - disposed tongue rigidly associated
therewith, and the other of which has aslot, the
two plates being associated for the turning ot
one with respect to the other on an axis pass-
ing through the common center of said plates
to cause the free end of the tongue to overlie
the solid portion of the slotted plate.

4. A button-fastener having two plates, one
of which has a substantially fork-shaped slot,
to thereby form a tongue, and the other of
which has a substantially segmental slot, the
two plates being suitably associated for the
turning movement of one with respect to the
other, to thereby cause the tongue to substan-
tially bisect the slot or to engage the solid por-
tion of the segmentally-slotted plate. |

5. A button-fastener having two plates, one
of which has a substantially fork-shaped slot,
thereby forming a tapered tongue, the ter-
minal portions of the branches of the slot be-
ing laterally widened, and the other plate hav-
ing an approximately segmental slot, said
plates being associated for turning movement
of one with respect to the other, to cause the
free portion of said tongue to ride onto or ofi
of the solid portion of the segmentally-slotted
plate.

~In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subseribing wit-
nesses.

JOHN C. MORRISON.

Witnesses:
Epw. K. HorRNUNG,
W. L. HarLr.
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