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To all whom & may concern:

Be 1t known that I, CHARLES B. STEVENS, a
citizen of the United btateq residing at (/um—
berland, in the county of Guemsev State of
Ohio, haveinvented certain new and useful Tm-
provementsin Mail-Bag Fastenings, of which

Ncation.
T'his invention relates to mail-bag fasten-

1ngs, and especially to that class of iastemncrs
1n Wthh the fastening is effected by thread-—

ing a strap through staples

The object of the invention is to provide
means whereby the strap may be easily and
accurately threaded thirough the staples and

1s securely held in place aiter it has been so
threaded. |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a Tace view of a mail sack or bacr provlded
with a fastening means embodymw this in-
vention, the strap being shown as partlally
threaded through the sta,ples

tion on the lme 2 2 of Fig. 1 lookmo' in the
he arrow.
he threadincr—key Fig. 4 is

tive view of -

view of the back side of the strap, ShOWlI]O'

metal plates secured thereto whereby crimp-
ing of the strap laterally is prevented. Fig.
5 1sa section similar to Fig. 2, showmo‘amodl—
fied form; and Fig. 6is a 81de view, partlally
n sectlon of the s strap shown 1in Fw 5 with
a modified form of threading - key secured
thereto.

In the accompanying drawings the mail-
bag comprises front and back portions A and
B. To one of the sides B issecured a flap C,
which 1s adapted to fold over the other side
of the bag A, as shown in Fig. 2. To one
side B of the bag are secured Staples D by riv-
eting 1n any sultable manner. In the other
side A of the bag and in the flap C are slots
through which the staples D may pass. A
strap E which may be secured to the bagin
any su1table manner so that its presence Wlll
always be assured, may be threaded through
the staples D, which project through the slots
1n the bag and flap, and thereby secure the
closing of the mouth of the bag. The strap
may be locked in the staples bV means of a
padlock or other suitable device in a well-

50 known manner.

Fig. 2 1sa sec- -

Fw' 3 1S a perspec-

[

The device thus far described is well known.
The threading of thestrap, however, throuch
the staples has been attended with conmder-
able difficulty, as the threading has been ef-
fected by pushing upon the strap, which was

| hable to catch against the staples and buckle,

thereby causing delay and annoyance. Ac-
cording to the present invention it is pro-
posed that the strap shall be drawn through
the staples instead of pushed, and in order
that this may be accomplished readily a key-
hole ¥ is formed in the strap and a key G,

adapted to engage with the keyhole, pr ovides

a means for accomphsl]mt:r the desired result.
As the key projects outwardly from the strap,
1t 1s obvious that it will catch against the or-
dinary form of staple—that is, one which is
completely inclosed—and the progress of the
strap would be thereby arrested. According
to the pr esent invention, therefore, what may
be termed °‘open s_-,tapleq 7 are employed-——
that 1s, staples which have openings 1, through
which the shank of the key may pass.

Referring to Figs. 1, 2, 3, and 4, which
illustrate the pretewed embodlment of my
invention, the keyhole F comprises a recess
2 and inwardly—projecting lngs 3, which over-
hang the edges ot the recess and extend for a
portion only of the length of the recess. The
kevhole may be formed in a metal block,
which is then secured to the end of the strap,-
or 1t may be formed by making the recess
within the material of the strap and tacing it
with metal plates 4 and 5, to the former of
which the lugs 3 are secured. The preferred
form of key (see Fig. 8) comprises a plate. 6
of such width that there is a slight clearance
between its edges and the edges of the recess
when 1t is placed therein and is of such length
that 1t may be slid longitudinally beneath and
out from under the lugs 3. Fixed to the
plate 6 1s an outwardly-projecting L-shaped
flat handle 7, having a hole 8 in its end, by
means of which the key may be placed on a
key-ring or secured in any other suitable
manner when 1t 1s not in use.

The operation of the device is as follows:
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The sides and flap of the mail-bag having

been placed in position and the staples in-
serted in the slots, as shown in Fig. 2, the
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end of the strap is introduced within the left-
hand staple (see Fig. 1) of the alined row of
staples, the key G having been previously in-
serted in the keyhole I by placing the plate
6 within the recess 2 at that point which has
no lugs and drawing it forward beneath the
lugs 3. The handle 7 may then be grasped
and drawn to the right, when the strap will
be drawn with 1t. In its passage trom left
to right the shank of the key will register
with and pass through the openings 1 of the
staples, so that a clear path is provided.
Preferably the end of the strap i1s made taper-
ing, as shown, so that the lhability of its
catching upon the staples is reduced to a mini-
mum. The strap having been threaded
through the staples, the key may be removed
by sliding 1t backward from under the lugs 3,

and the strap may be secured 1n position.

The openings 1 should be made as narrow as
possible consistent with the free passage of the
key -shank, so that the danger of the strap
escaping therethrough may be as small as
possible. To prevent the strap from being
moved through these openings by crimping
it laterally, as might be done where the strap
is flat and thin, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the
strap may be reinforced by means of metal
plates 9, which are longitudinally separated,
so that longitudinal flexure is permitted while
lateral ﬂexm ¢ 1s prevented.

In Figs. 5 and 6 is shown a modified form
comprising a strap having one side curved,
while the other side 1sflat. This shape of the
strap prevents lateral flexure without the aid
of reinforcing-plates. It is preferably flat
on one side, so that 1t may engage with the
staples in such manner as to prevent twist-
The end of the strap 1salso made taper-
ing in this form, while the keyhole K 1s merely
a metal-faced recess, and the key (> comprises
a shanlk having a hook at one end for engaging
in said recess.

While I have illustrated my invention In 1ts
preferred form and also in a modification
thereof, it i1s to be understood that 1t may be
embodied in a variety of structures and should
not, therefore, be limited to the construction

~or constructions shown.
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Having described my invention, what 1
clalm 1S—

. Thecombination with a mail-bagof arow
ot open staples secured to said bag adncent
to the mouth thereof, a strap, having a key-
hole formed therein, adapted to be threaded
through said staples, and a threading-key

779,74

adapted to engage the said strap within said

keyhole, substantially as described.

9. The combination with amail-bag,of arow
of open staples secured to sald bag and adja-
cent to the mouth thereof, a strap adapted to
be threaded through said staples, said strap
having a keyhole, and a threading-key hav-
ing an outwardly-extending shank r egistering
with the openings in sa,ld staples, “substan-
tially as deseribed.

3. The combination with amail-bag, ofarow
of open staples secured to said bag and adja-
cent to the mouth thereof, a strap adapted to
be threaded through said staples, said strap
having a keyhole comprising a recess having
inwardly-projecting lugs beneath which said
key slides, said lugs extending but a portion
of the length of said recess, and a threading-
key engaging within said keyhole, substan-
tially as described.

4. The combination with amail-bag, ofarow
of open staples secured to said bag and adja-
cent the mouth thereof, a strap adapted to be
threaded through said staples, said strap hav-
ing a keyhole comprising a recess having 1n-
wardly-projecting lugs, and a key having a
plate sliding within said recess beneath sald
lugs and an outwardly-extending shank fixed
to said plate and registering with the open-
ings in said staples, substantially as de-
scribed. _

5. The combination with amail-bag, ofarow
of open staples secured to said bag and adja-
cent to the mouth thereof, a strap adapted to
be threaded through said staples, said strap
having a keyhole comprising a recess having
inwar dly -projecting lugs, and a key having a
plate sliding within said recess beneath said
lugs and a flat L- shaped shank fixed to said
plate and registering with the openings 1n
said staples, substantially as described.

6. Thecombination with amail-bag, of arow
of open staples secured to said bag and adja-
cent to the mouth thereof, a strap adapted to
be threaded through said staples, said strap
having a keyhole adapted to pass beneath the

openings in said staples as said strap isthread-

ed through them, substantially as described.

Intestimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification inthe presence oi two sub-
scribing witnesses.

CHARLES B. STEVENS.

Witnesses:
J. A. WATSON,
H. M. GIiLLMAN, Jr.
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