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Lo all whom it may concern: | -
Be 1t known that we, Wrrxam T. Long and

Frank H. Gorrox, residing at (xlenwood, in

the county of Mills and State of TIowa, have
invented certain useful Improvements in Mail
Catchers and Receivers: and we do hereby de-
clare that the following is a full, clear, and ex-

~act description of the invention, such as will

—enable others skilled in the art to which 1t ap-

IO

pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,

- which form a part of this specification.
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-mail catcher and receiver.
broken elevation of the receiving and deliver- |

This invention relates to a new and useful
improvement in mail catchers and receivers.
The aim of our invention is to provide a
simple device so constructed that the same may

be used to simultaneously deliver and receive

amail-pouch: and ourinvention comprises cer-
tain novel combinations, as will be more fully
pointed out hereinafter. §

In the accompanying drawings we have
shown in Figure 1 an elevation of our mail

catcherand receiver. Fig. 2disclosesabroken

portion of a car equipped with the receiving
apparatus. Fig. 3 shows a broken top view,
partly in section, of the receiving mechanism
in thecar. Fig. 4 discloses a top view of our
Kig. 5 discloses a

ing mechanism as arranged in the car, while
Kig. 6 discloses the swivel-collar as used in
our invention. -

Theaim of our invention is to provide a de-
vice arranged so that a mail-pouch may be re-
celved and delivered, one pouch being depos-
1ted in the stationary receiving-standard, the
other pouch being deposited in the moving re-
celving-receptacle. |
- Incarryingout the aim of our invention we

providea suitable tubularstandard 1, as shown

in Kig. 1, provided below with the door 2, sup-
ported by means of the hinges 4 and closed by
means ot thecatch 3. Totheupperend of this
hollow stationaryreceiving-standard issecured
a head 12, from which extend the supporting-

legs 15', and turning upon this head 12, which

head is provided with the upwardly-extending
flange A’, is the plate A, as shown in FKig. 3,
the head 12 being provided with Incisions, as
1s shown at ¢, while the plate A is provided

- with the ear 13 and.-thedrop-handle 14, which

handle is adapted to work in the incisions a.
Extending: from this head-plate A is an elbow
9, communicating with the hollow standard 1,
and this elbow 5, as disclosed in Fig. 6, and
provided witha rim 6, engaged by the orooved
collar 7, secured to the scoop 8, may be turned
upon the end of the elbow 5. TFor the sake of
strength we secure the scoop 8. secured by
means of the pins 7', as shown in Fig. 1, by

meansot the brace-rod 8'. Extending upward

from the elbow 5 is a supporting-hub ¢’ pPro-
vided with suitable incisions «, and working
upon this hub and being held by means of the
pin 10 is the swinging arm B, which arm is
provided with the ear ', to which is secured
the drop-handle 4, adapted to work in its in-
cisions @, so that the swinging arm B may be

held at a suitable angle in supporting a mail-

pouch to be delivered to a passing train. The
end of the swinging arm B is forked, as is
shown at ¢, by means of the pins ¢ pivotally
holds the supporting-ears 16. to which the
mail-pouch issecured by means of its loops, the
loops being retained by means of the Springs
17, under which they are forced. As far as
described this would be the mechanism, they
would be placed at the station to hold the
pouch to be delivered and receive the pouch
deposited by the passing train, the receiv-
ing-scoop 8 to be set so.as to be at a proper
angle so that the mail-pouch, as V in Fig. 3,
would encounter the scoop 8 to be deposited
within the receiving-standard 1, the mail-
bag to be delivered, and shown at W in Fig.
4 to be held outward and be adjusted by means
of i1ts drop-handle 4.

Within the car in connection with which we
would use our mail-pouch catcher and recejver
would be secured a hollow receiving-recepta-

| cle D, as is shown in Figs. 2 and 8, the upper

end of which is elbowed and held by the
bracket 18, while within this receiving recep-
tacle is a spring-supported bottom 82, held up
by means of the spring 34 to lessen the shock
of the mail-pouch deposited within the same.
Secured within the door-opening adjacent this

‘receiving-receptacle B is the scoop 27, which

1s pivotally secured to the supporting-ears 25,

as shown in Figs. 3 and 5, so that the scoop
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may be swung outward, and this scoop is fur-
ther provided with the ear 24, to which by
means of the pin 23 is secured the bar 21
and this bar again by means of the pin ¢ be-
ing secured to the adjusting-bar 20, which
works within the stop-sleeve 19 to limit the
outward movement of the scoop 27. Held

“upon the pins 26 are the frame-bars 28, form-
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ing a swinging frame strengthened by means
of the brace e, and the swinging frame at 1ts
end is provided with the supporting-ears 30,
held by the pivot-pins 29, the spring 31 being
used to secure the loop upon the mail-pouch.

In Figs. 3 and 4 we have shown the pouches
V and W about to be delivered, one into the
standard and the last-mentioned into the re-
ceiving-receptacle D and the car z, within the
door 2z of which is secured the scoop 27, the
arrow indicating the direction the car 1s mov-
ingin. Now as the moving mail-pouch with-
in the swinging frame 28 engages the scoop S
it is freed from its supporting-cars and shot
down the standard, the force of the pouch be-
ing broken first by means ot the clbow 5 anc
finally by means of the air-cushion formecd
within the hollow standard 1,while the pouch
engaged by the moving scoop 27 would be shot
into the receptacle D and received upon the
spring-bottom 32.

Our apparatus 1s so constructed that 1t may
be placed between the rails and be swung from
side to side to receive mail and deposit mail
from cars going in opposite directions or

779,722

upon the same track or adjacent tracks, the
swinging arm A, as well as the scoop 8, being
placed lengthwise between the rails when the
device is not in operation.

These mail-pouch catchers and receivers are
made of various sizes and of any suitable ma-
terial, and,

Having thus described our said invention,
what we claim as new, and desire to secure by
United States Letters Patent, 1s— '

1. The combination with a hollow standard,
provided above with an elbow, of a swivelly-
supported scoop secured to the end of said hol-
low standard., means to rotate said elbow, a hub
extending from said elbow, a swinging arm
working upon said hub, means to adjustably
secure said swinging arm, and pivotally-held
receiving-ears at the end of said arms are ar-
ranged as set forth.

o In a device of the character described,
the combination of a hollow receiving-recep-
tacle adapted to be placed within a car, of a
scoop.adjustably secured to the car adjacent
said hollow receptacle, and a swinging irame
below said scoop said swinging frame being
provided with supporting-ears as set forth.

In testimony whereof we affix our signatures
in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM T. LONG.
FRANK H. GORTON.

Witnesses:
M. MILLER,
J. T. Morray.
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