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To all whom it May concern:

Be it known that I, Mary I. ABRAMS, a cltl-
zen of the United States, residing at Milwau-
kee, county of Milwaukee, and State of Wis-
consin, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Glass Bases for Furniture, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in de-

vices for insulating bedsteads and other furni-
ture from the floor. Itisclaimed to have been
scientifically demonstrated that the health of
persons is promoted by insulating the beds
upon which they sleep from connection with
the earth, and.to accomplish this desired ob-
ject casters have been heretofore constructed
having glass rollers. It has been found that
when using glass rollers in connection with a
caster-supporting bracket and bracket-sup-
porting shank for insulating furniture the
legs of the furniture are made of such a va-
riety of sizes and shapes that it 1s impractica-
ble for the canvasser who is Installing insula-
tors upon furniture previously constructed to
carry a sufficient variety of sizes and shapes to
fit the various forms of furniture with which
it is desirable to attach such insulators.

The object of my invention is to provide a
device for insulating beds and other furniture
which is adapted to be used with casters al-
ready in use and without removing the casters
from the furniture, whereby my insulators can
be attached in a moment’s time to all sizes and
shapes of furniture regardless of the casters
used therewith or the manner of connecting
the same.

The construction of my invention 1S ex-
plaied by reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents a vertical section. Kig.
9 represents a transverse section drawn on
line # = of Fig. 1, and Kig. 3 represents a top

view of the preferred form of caster-support-
“ing block.

Like parts are identified by the same refer-
once-letters throughout the several views.
A represents one of the legs of a piece of
furniture with which my caster-supporting
block is used.

B is a caster of ordinary construction com- |

prising the shank C, leg-supporting shoulder
D. and roller-supporting yoke F.

(+ represents a glass insulating-block, which |

is placed beneath the roller I, as shown in
Fio. 1. The bottom of the block & 1s made
smooth and is preferably beveled around 1ts
marginal edge, as shown at H, whereby the
same may be easily slid upon its supporting-
surface. Owing to the fact that the insulat-
ing-block G is made of glass, it 1s susceptible
of a high polish and a smooth finish, where-
by the furniture can be slid over the carpet
or other surface with minimum friction. The
center of the block H is provided with a con-
cave cavity I for the reception of the roller
E. While the cavity I may, if desired, be
made hemispherical in shape and of uniform
distance around a common center, 1 prefer-
ably form such cavity in the peculiar shape
shown in Fig. 3. in which one side of the wall
converges from its largest diameter oradually
inwardly in a circular course toward its cen-
ter until it reaches a point nearly opposite

the starting-point of said convergence, when

it terminates in a radial line at nearly right
angles therefrom toward the exterior wall of
said block, whereby the cavity is adapted to
fit caster-rollers of various diameters. Thus
't is obvious that when a caster of the largest
diameter is used the block is turned so that
the caster will extend-across said cavity at 1ts

oreatest diameter, as shown at J in Fig. 3.

When. however, the block is used with a cas-
ter-roller of the smallest dimensions, the block
is turned so that the caster will be brought to
the narrowest part of said cavity, as indicated
in dotted lines at K. When rollers of inter-
mediate sizes are used, the block 1s turned so
as to extend across the cavity at intermediate
points between J and I, as indicated at L.
Thus it is obvious that by turning the block 1t
can be made to fit rollers of any ordinary di-
ameter between the largest and the smallest 1n
common use, whéreby when sliding the furni-
ture over asurface withoutlifting the same the
liability of the caster rolling to one side of the
cavity and tipping over the supporting-block,
as might otherwise be the case, is avoided.

 To prevent the liability of the casters being

5o

53

00

70

75

30

90

95




20

25

30

35

> . 779,402

lifted from the caster-supporting block when
ralsing the furniture in the act of moving the
same, 1 preterably provide said block with a
retaining band or keeper M, which keeper is
preferably formed of thin resilent sheet metal
and 1s inserted through the yoke F of the cas-
ter and connected at its respective ends with
the exterior walls of the block, as shown in
Fig. 1. Thus it is obvious that by this ar-
rangement my 1nsulating deviee can be read-
1ly and quickly attached to turniture already
n use without change or modification, while
sald blocks are adapted by turning the same
as described to fit the rollers of various diame-
ters, while the liability of the same becoming
detached from the furniture when raising or
removing the same is entirely avoided.

While I have thus far shown and described
my invention as being used in connection with
furniture-casters, it is obvious that, if desired,
the same may be connected directly with the
legs of the furniture and the caster dispensed
with. _

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s— -

1. Aninsulating-block for furniture, formed
of glass and provided with a concave center
In which the furniture is adapted to be sup-
ported and having the marginal edge of its
lower surface beveled upwardly to facilitate
1ts being slid upon its supporting-surface,sub-
stantially as specified.

2. Aninsulating-block for furniture, formed
of glass and provided with a concave center

for thereception of a furniture-caster in which
sald caster is adapted to be supported and hav-
Ing the marginal edee of its lower surface
beveled upwardly to facilitate its being slid
upon 1ts supporting -surface and a resilient
keeper for preventing the same from belng
disengaged from the caster when the furni.
ture 1s raised, substantially as specified.

3. Aninsulating-block for furniture, formed
of glass provided with a concave center for the
reception of a furniture-caster, the walls of
which cavity upon one side thereof, converge
In a cireular course from its largest diameter
eracdually toward the center to a point OPPO-
site the startine-point of such convergence,
whereby the same is adapted to fit rollers of
various diameters, substantially as specified.

4. Aninsulating-block for furniture, formed
of glass provided with a concave center for the
reception of a furniture-caster, the walls of
which cavity upon one side thereof, converge
In a circular course from its largest diameteor
gradually toward the center to a point Oppo-
site the starting-point of such convergence,
whereby the same is adapted to tit rollers of

various diameters, and means for connecting

sald block with the furniture-caster, wherehy
the same will be raised with the furniture, all
substantially as, and for the purpose specified.
In testimony whereof I afix my signaturein
the presence of two witnesses.
MARY I. ABRAMS.

Witnesses:
Jas. B. Erwix,
N. Z. TAUGHER.
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