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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I. Winriam THOMAS
O’BRrIEN, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Portland, in the county of Multnomah
and State of Oregon, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Garment-
Presses; and I do declare the following to be
a Tull, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in

the art to which it appertains to make and use
the same.

This invention relates to improvements in
presses for garments.

The object of the invention is to provide a
press of this character in which garments may
be laid out smoothly and pressed, thereby re-
moving all objectionable creasesand wrinlkles.

Another object is to provide means where-
by the parts of the press may be yieldingly
held togéther, thereby accommodating gar-
ments varying in thiclkness.

A further object is to provide means where-
by damp articles may be ventilated and
quickly dried. |

Still another object is to provide a garment-
press of this character which will be simple
in construction, compact in form, and capable
of being made in various shapes, efficient
and well adapted to the purpose for which it
1s designed. |

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists of certain novel features of
construction, combination, and arrangement
of parts, as will be more fully deseribed, and
particularly pointed outin the appended claim.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a garment-pressembody-
1ng the invention, showing the same in a form
suitable for pressing trousers. Fig. 2 is a
vertical longitudinal sectional view of the
same. Fig. 3 isavertical cross-sectional view
thereof, taken on a line through two of the
fastening devices. | |

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, 1 denotes the press, which is here shown
1 a form suitable for pressing trousers, ties,
gloves, and other small articles of wearing-
apparel and consisting of a pair of boards 2,
which taperslightly toward one end, asshown,
thereby conforming somewhat to the shape

|

ot a pair of trousers when stretched and fold-

ed. The boards 2 are of a suitable thickness
and are provided with alined openings 3, ar-
ranged, preferably, as shown. On one side
of the boards is arranged a covering of cloth
or similar fabric 4, which is preferably dou-
bled or of such thickness as to form a soft
body for the garment to rest on. - The edges
of the fabric 4 are turned over the edges of
the boards and along the longitudinal edges
of said boards is secured by means of cleats
5, which are tacked or otherwise held in place.
Across the ends of the boards the fabrie is
preferably cemented or glued to the boards.
T'he narrow ends of the boards are here shown
as square, while the wider ends of the same
are curved inwardly or concaved to allow the
crotch of the trousers to rest outside of the
press, thereby permitting a more even pres-
sure on the trousers-legs. In order to connect
the boards together to cause a yielding pres-
sure on the garment arranged between the

same, spring-connecting devices are provided. -

Sald devices consist of pairs of short spring
metal rods 6, having formed on their ends
elongated eyes 7, through which and into the
ecdges of the hoards are passed screws or like
fastening means 8. The rods 6 are slichtly
bowed or bent out from the edges of the
boards, as shown. To one of the rods 6 in
each pair i1s hinged or pivoted, as at 9, one
end of a clasp or latch-bar 10, the other end of
which 1s in the form of a hook 12, with which

the other rod of the pair is sprung into en-

gagement, thereby yieldingly drgmwing said
boards in together, and thus pressing the gar-
ment held between the same. There may be

any number of said clamping devices, four

being shown in the present instance, two be-
ing arranged at each end and on the opposite
edges of the boards.

By forming openings 3 in the boards ar-
ticles that are damp when putin the press will
quickly dry out. _

While the pressisshown in a form for press-
ing trousers, it is obvious that the same may
also be constructed in other forms suitable for
pressing waistcoats, handkerchiefs, and other
articles of wearing-apparel.
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The press is compact in form, having small 100
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anobstructive clamping devices, and 1S capa-
ble of being readily placed in a trunk, taking
up but a small amount of room in the same.

From the foregoing description, taken 1n
connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction and operation of the 1nven-
tion will be readily understood without re-
quiring a more extended explanation.

Various changes in the form, proportion,
and the minor detalls of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the prin-
ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of
this invention.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 15—

A oarment-press, consisting of a pair of

suitably-shaped boards, clamping devices ar-
ranged on sald boards, said devices consisting
of spring-rods secured to the edges of the
boards one above the other in pairs, means
whereby said rods are connected to the edges
of said boards to have a yielding or sliding
movement. and a clasp hinged to one of said
rods and provided with a hook at its opposite
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end with which the other rod of the pair i1s

engaged, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses. |

WILLIAM THOMAS O’BRIEN.

Witnesses:

Epwarp H. CAHALIN,
SYDNEY H. CAwsTON.
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