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To all whonv it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Lrororp Lewis, a sub-
ject of the Emperor of (rermany, reSIdmg at
Str asbm;_., Alsace, Germany, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Sur—
gical Knives, of which the followingis a speci-
hcation.

This invention relates to a new and im-
proved surgical knife having a sheath-handle.

The knives now commonly employed for
surgical
dles and are single or combined in sets in a
case. lIn this arrangement it is necessary for
one to alwm*% carry the entire case, even if
only a single knife isto be used. In order to
avoid this objection, the present invention has
for 1ts object to provide a knife of this char-
acter the handle of which also acts as a sheath.,
which latter permits antiseptic manipul lation.

Figure 1 illustrates a side view of the knife
in condition tor use. Fig. 2showsa plan view
of the same. Fig. 3 shows a side elevation,
the blade being closed and the lid of the case
open; and Flg. 4 1s a top view of a modifica-
t1ion. |

The blacle £ 1s adapted to be opened and shut
and to this end turns upon a pivot-pin d and
18 mounted In a casing ¢, of metal, which may
be closed by means of a sliding or hinged lid
s.- 1That portion of the knife- Dlade for ming
the pivot portion p is prismaticin form in or-
cler that the lid may be readily shid over this
portion whether the knife is open or shut. In
the first case the slide s, which is feathered,
rests upon the prismatic portion in such man-
ner as to firmly hold the blade in the casing,
and 1n this position it is ready for use.

» 1indicates a roughened portion by means
of which the slide is moved. Asindicated at
@, the handle-casing is provided with a cut-
away portion which admits of access to the
blace to open the same. The pin 4, carried by
the lid and extending into the casing, is for
the purpose of preventing the slide s from be-
ing pulled entirely out of the casing or moved
n the direction of the blade further than is
necessary. In the former case said pin is
acdapted to strike against the bottom of the

purposes are firmly fixed in their han- |

- casing—iIn the latter against a stop-pin 7, se-

cured on the inside of the casing.
As indicated in Fig. 4, the slide is provided

with edge portions engaging the outer sides

o, where%% in the first-described
form it moves in a groove . The pivot-pin
d can be made removable and the knife-blades
arranged to be interchangeable. Instead of
a knife- blade an eating implement may he em-
ploved.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 1s—

1. A knife for SUI‘GIC‘LI purposes having a
sheaEhthmdlej a knife- blacle pivotally mount-
ed in one end of said handle and adapted to
close within the same and provided with flat
sicles at the pivot portion, and a lid, coexten-
sive 1n length with the handle, and mounted
to slide longitudinally thereon, said lid being
shd bele outwardly in one dir ectwn a distance
sufficient to permit its inner end to clear the
point of the blade whereby the latter may be
opened and being adapted in its closed posi-
tion to rest upon the flat portion of the blade

to hold the same in firm fixed position w1thm
the handle.

of the casing

2. A knife for surgical purposes having a

sheath-handle, a knite-blade pwotcmllvmount—
ed on one end of sald handle and adapted to
close within the same and provided with flat
sides at the pivot portion, a lid, coextensive
in length with the handle, and mounted to slide
longitudinally thereon, said lid being Slld&b e
outwardlyin one direction a distance suf ficient
to permit its inner end to clear the point of
the blade, whereby the latter may be opened,
and bemg adapted in its closed position to rest
upon the flat portion of the blade to hold the
same 1n firm fixed position within the handle.
and stops for limiting the movement of said
lid in either direction. |

In testlmom whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscr 1b1nﬂ wit-

nesses.
LEOPOLD LEWIS.

Witnesses: -
Irvin Mervine Luwis,
GUsTAV SD. WEISS.
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