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To all whom it may concern:

Be i1t known that I, ALEXANDER JOHNSON, a
citizen ot the United States,l esidingat Pehm

China, have invented a certain new and use‘[ul

Improvement in Devices for Catching Mail-
Bags, of which the following is aSpeclﬁmtlon

\IV invention r elates to anew and usetul im-
provement 1n mail-bag-catching devices, and
has for 1ts object to provide a device carried
by the mail-car which will operate in conjunc-
tion with a iatch attached to a stationary sup-
port, whereby the mail-bag may be muoht by
the moving car without stri ting the bfw

With these ends in view this invention COn-
sists in the details of construction and combi-
nation of elements hereinafter set forth and
then specifically designated by the claim.

In order that those skilled in the art to which
this invention appertains may understand how
to make and use the same, the construction and
operation will now be described in detail, re-
ferring to the accompanying dr AWINgs, fox m-
ing a part of this specification, in which—-

Figure 1 is a section throuo*h a portion of a
car, showing my device in the act of detach-
ing and catching a bag; Fig. 2, a section
th ough the hor izontal suppmt Showmg a bag
SUSpended from the latch; Fig. 3, a perspec-
tive view of the lateh and a portion of the bas-
ket 1n which the bag is canght; Fig. 4, a side
elevation of the bqshet

It 18 the usual practice now in mail-cars to

catch a mail-bag by having an arm pivoted to
the car which strikes the mail-bag in the cen-
ter, and the operator moves the arm inwaid,
mln ing the mail-bag intothe car.
elpal_cllsam*antag'e of this system 1s that the
arm striking the mail-bag while the train is
coming at a great speed is liable to injure the
mail-matter, particularly in case of packages
contalning ir{ul articles.

My 1nvention is for the purpose of avoiding
the mall-bag being struck, it simply being de-
tached au tomatmllv and allowed to dmp into

the basket and then carvied into the car.

A represents a support.

B 1s a ring depending from the horizontal
member of ti e support.

C 1s a latch which is provided W1th a finger
D, which protrudes through the ring or eye-
let B, and the mail-bag E is promded with a

The prin-

ring K, adapted to hang upon the protruding
encl of the finger D. .
Fisan arm pivoted in the mail-car and adapt-
ed to be thrown out horizontally. G isa bas-
ket suspended from the outer end of this arm,
and this basket may be made of rope or any

other material having a large mesh to do away

with any resistance to the air.

H 1s a contact-arm extending upward from
the arm F, and the latch Cis provided with a.
heel end ', and thus when the arm F is thrown
outward the basket ( will pass so that the bag
I will hang directly over the same, and at that

time the contact-arm H will strike the heel end

C’ of the latch and withdraw the finger D from
the ring K’ of the bag and the bao will then
drop into the basket and may be carried mto
the car. The latch is provided with two fin-
gers D, extending out from the opposite sides,
so that said latch may be reversed when the
train 1s traveling in the opposite direction.

Of course I do not wish to be limited to the
exact construction here shown, as slight modi-
qcations could be made without depal ting from
the spirit of my invention.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new and useful is—

Inadeviceof the character described, a sup-
port provided with a horizontal member, a
ring or eyelet depending from said horizontal
member,a latch pivoted to the horizontal mem-

ber, a finger formed with a latch achpted to -

pr0t1 ude throu-gh theeyelet, a mail-bag, a ring
secured to the mail-bag ada,pted to pass over
the protruding end of “the finger, a heel end
provided upon  the latch upon the 0pp081te side
of the pivot, a movable arm adapted to be
thrown out horizontally from the car, a bas-
ket carried upon the outer end of said mov-
able arm, a contact-arm carried by the mov-
able arm and adapted to strike the heel end of
the latch to disengage the mail-bag When the
basket is underneath the same, as specified.

In testimony whereot I h:;we hereunto af-
fixed my signature in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

ALEXANDER JOHNSON.

Witnesses:
- G. W. DroLLETTE,
Hexry P. FrLeTcHER.
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