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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 778,474, dated December 27, 1904.
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To all whom ¢ oy concerv:

Be 1t known that I, Hexry W. C. vox Cas-
TENS, a citizen of the United States of America.,
residing in the borough of Manhattan, city of
New York, State of New York, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Hat-
Fasteners, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

This invention relates to a pin or comb de-
vice for attachment more particularly to la-
ies’ hats and adapted to antomatically lock
itself inte and with the top hair for holding a
hat or other head-dress securely upon the head
ancl permitting the hat or head-dress to be put
on or taken off without disheveling the hair.

It 1s the main object of this invention to
pr ovide a simple, easi]y operated, durable,
efficient, zmd inexpensive fastening device of
this character which may be aupphed at any
time to and within any hat and will e Tectively
hold the hat upon the head without requiring
trequent puncturing of the hat, as occurs
when hats are fastened by ordina.ry hat-pins.

The invention will
then will be particularly defined in claims
hereinafter set forth.

Reference is made to the accompanying

drawings, forming part of this specification,
in which—

Figure 1 1s an under side rear perspective
view of an ordinary flat-brimmed hat having
a preferred form of my improved fastener
applied thereto. Fig. 2 is an enlarged sec-
tional side view of crown portions of the hat
with the fastener and indicates by dotted lines
how the pwoted pin or comb may be operated
by the finger-tip to lower the pin-points to
permit the pin to be entered into and with-
drawn from the hair as the hat is put on or
removed. Iig. 3 is a detail sectional plan
view ot the pin or comb and its attachments to
the hat-crown; and Figs. 4 and 5 show by sec-
tional side and plan views, respectively, how
the hat pin or comb and its pr eferred sup-
porting-plate may be provided with finger-
con-

pieces, allowing the pin to he operated
venlently from outside the hat.
First referring more particularly to Figs. 1,

first be described and

| strain of 1ts pivot-joint with the hat.

2, and 3 of the drawings, it will appear that

the hat pin or comb 1 is pivoted at its head

portion 2 to the hat-crown 3. This pivoting
of the pin or comb to the hat is best effected
by using a metal attaching-plate 4, to which
the pin or comb head 2 is held by wire staples
5 5, clenched at the outer face of the plate.

' ”Sf:ud plate may be attached to the hat crown

or body 3 by sewing, riveting, or otherwise.
On the pin or comb head 2, between the two

hinging-wires 5 5, is loosely placed a spiral

spring 6, one end of which is fixed to the pin
or comb head, while its other end is fastened
to the attaching-plate. Thisspring acts nor-
mally and quite strongly to swing the points

of the pivoted pin or comb ‘Lutomatlcally up- .
ward or outward to or toward the top of the"

hat-crown 3, as shown in full lines in Fig.
of the dmwmcrs One edge of the dtt‘whmm
plate 4, prefer ably its lower edge, 1s extended
and curved inward at 7 to form a shield or
ouard, pr eventing catching of the hair in or
by the pin-actuating spring 6. The guard 7
1s specially extended between the two oppo-
site prongs or teeth of the pin or comb, and
thereby prevents excessive lateral play ot the
pin or comb and relieves its hinges 5 5 of ex-
cessive lateral strains, while having the fur-
ther advantage of concealing the pin or comb
hinges and spring to give a more pleasing fin-
ish to the entire hstener device.

The chief teatures of my invention comprise
a pin or comb pivoted to a hat and having an
approximately horizontal normal ac Justment
within or under the hat-crown, sa
comb being adapted when its pomts are Swung
inward to pass into the top hair or coiffure
about horizontally while the hat is being ad-
justed to the head combined with means, prei-
erably a spring, which automatically swings
outward the points of the pin or comb to cause

1t to clamp the top hair, and thereby secure the

hat upon the head. The guard preventing
entanglement of the hair with the pin or comb
actuating spring or device also is a desirable
feature, and especlally when said guard later-
ally braces the pin or comb to prevent over-
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mention also is made of the two opposing |

fineer-pieces—one on the hat and the other on
the pin or comb and permitting inward swing-
ing of the pin or comb from outside the hat
and without handling the hat-body 1tself.

To operate this fastener, the finger-tip will
be inserted within the hat-crown and wiil
press the hinged pin 1 downward at its points,
as mdicated by the dotted lines in Fig. 2 of
the drawings. This allows the lowered pin
to easily pass endwise 1nto the hair as the hat
is slipped upon the head, and when the pin is
released and about the time the hat is prop-
er
swung upward by the spring 6 to cause the pin
or comb to au*:omatieal]y clamp the top hair,
whichiis indicated by the dotted line 9, between
itselt and the top of the hat-crown, and there-
by also draw the hat doewnward to securely
hold itto the head. Toremove the hat, it only

is necessary to raise its front portion and then |

slip the hat rearward while the hair slips trom
the pin or comb. This may be done either
with or without lowering the pin by the fin-
oer-tip, and the hat may be put on and talken
off without disheve ling the hair.

In the modification shown 1 Kigs. 4 and 5
of the drawings the hinged pin or comb has
a stud 10 projecting outward thr ough a slot
in the hat-crown, and to this stud 1s preter-
ably fixed any suitable ornamental finger-
piece 11. The attaching-plate 4 also prefer-
ably has a fixed stud 12 projecting outward
throueh the hat-crown and provided with an
ornamental finger-piece 13, which thus forms
a fixed opposing resistance, allowing 1t and
the pin finger-piece 11 to be nressed between
two fingers or the finger and thumb for posi-
tively swinging the pin or comb points down-
ward to the full-line position of Fig. 4 of the
drawings to allow the pin or comb to enter
the hair endwise while putting on the hat or
to easily leave the hair as the hat is removed.
These two [inger-pieces allow the entire hat to
be held and h andlec by them while putting it on
or taking it off, and for thisreason the two lin-
ger-pieces may be preferred by some persons;

but as the use of said finger-pieces requires

the cuttinge of small holes or slots in the mate-
rial of the hat for their studs to pass through
the first-described construction of Kigs. 1, 2,
3 of the drawings may be preferrec by many,
as the hat-body 1s not cat in any way while
applying the fastener to the hat. The finger-
piece 13 may be dispensed with and the fin-
lone be used to swing the hinged
pin or comb from outside the hat; but in this
case the fingers should be applied to the hat-
crown to offer necessary resistance for con-
venlently operating the pin or comb. The
use of both finger-pieces 11 13, offering re-
sistance to each other, obviates the necessity
of touching the hat when operating the pin
or comb from outside the hat-crown by the

v adjusted the pin or comb points will be |

778,44

finger-piece 13, and the two opposed finger- 053

pieces are preferable when the pin or (,omb
thus 1s to be manipulated.

Any suitable lining may be applied to and
within the hat-crown and over the attaching-
plate 4 and the hinged head portion of the fas-
tening pin or comb, or the whole fastening
device may be applied directly to and within
the lining. as will readily be understood.

It is obvious that any other form ot spring
or other device may he used to swing the pin
or comb points normally to or toward the
top of the hat-crown for automatically and
securely clamping the hair and holding down
the hat, as above deseribed: but the spiral
spring shown 1s a durable and efficient device
for this purpose, and 1t also permits easy
shielding or guarding of the hair by a turned-
over portion of the attaching-plate 4 or by a
separate plece or plate applied over the head
of the pin or comb and the spring and held to
the plate. Various other modifications may
be made in this simple and effective hat-fas-
tening device without departing from the
scope and spirit of the appended claims.

I claim as my invention—-

1. A hat-fastener comprising a pin or comb
pivoted to the hat and having an approxi-
mately horizontal normal adjustment within
or under the hat-crown, said pin or comb be-
ing adapted when its points are swung inward
to pass 1nto the top hair about horizontally
while the hat is being adjusted to the head,
and means automatically swinging outward
the points of the pin or comb and adapting 1t
to clamp the hair and secure the hat upon the
head. .

9. A hat-fastener comprising a pin or comb

pivoted to the hat and having an approxi-

mately horizontal normal ‘Ld]ustment within
or under the hat-crown, said pin or comb be-
ing adapted when its points are swung inward
to pass into the top hair about horizontally
while the hat is being adjusted to the head,
and a spring automatically swinging outward
the points of the pin or comb and adapting it
to clamp the hair and secure the hat upon the
head.

3. A hat-fastener comprising a pin or comb
pivoted to the hat and having an approxi-
mately horizontal normal adjustment within
or under the hat-crown, said pin or comb be-
ing adapted when its points are swuang inward
to pass into the top hair about horizontally

' while the hat is being adjusted to the head,

a spring automatically swinging outward the
points of the pin or comb and adapting it to
clamp the hair and secure the hat upon the
head, and a guard covering the spring and
preventing entanglement of the hair there-
with.

4. A hat-fastener comprising a pin or comb
pivoted at its head portion to the hat and hav-
ine an approximately horizontal normal ad-
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justment within or under the hat-crown, said
pin or comb being adapted when its points are
swung mward to pass into the top hair about
horizontally while the hat is being acdjusted
to the head, a spring on the pin or comb head
automatically swinging outward the points of
the pin or comb, and a guard covering the
spring and preventing entanglement of the
hair therewith; said guard also extending at

side portions of the pin or comb and relieving !

1ts hinges of excessive lateral strains. |

5. A hat-fastener comprising a plate acdapted
for attachment to and withina hat and having
an approximately horizontal normal adjust-
ment within or under the hat-crown, said pin
or comb peing adapted when its points are
swung mward to pass into the top hair about
horizontally while the hat is being adjusted
to the head, a pin or comb pivoted at its head
portion to said plate, and a spring attached
at opposite ends to the pin and plate and au-
tomatically swinging the points of the pin or
comb outward and adapting it to normally
clamp the hair and secure the hat upon the
head.

6. A hat-fastener comprising a plate aclapted
for attachment to and within a hat and having
an approximately horizontal normal adjust-
ment within or under the hat-crown, said pin
or comb being adapted when its points are
swung mward to pass into the top hair about
horizontally while the hat is being adjusted
to the head, a pin or comb pivoted at its head
portion to said plate, and a spring attached
at opposite ends to the pin and plate and au-

tomatically swinging the points of the pin or

comb outward and adapting it to normally
clamp the hair and secure the hat upon the
head; said attaching-plate carrying a portion
extending between the pin or comb teeth and
covering the spring to guard the hair there-
from and also obviatine excessive lateral
strains on the pin or comb hinges.

7. A hat-fastener comprising a pin or comb
pivoted to the hat and having an approxi-
mately horizontal normal adjustment within or
under the hat-crown, said pin or comb being
acdlapted when its points are swung inward to
pass into the top hair about horizontally while
the hat is being adjusted to the head, and
means such as a spring automatically SWing-
ing outward the points of the pin or comb
and adapting it to normally clamp the hair
and secure the hat upon the head; said pin or
comb having a finger-piece extended to per-
mit 1ts operation from outside the hat.

5. A hat-fastener comprising a pin or comb
pivoted to the hat and having an approxi-
mately horizontal normal adjustment within or
under the hat-crown, said pin or comb being
aclapted when its points are swung inward to
pass into the top hair about horizontally while
the hat is being adjusted to the head, means
such as a spring automatically SWINnging out-

&

ward the points of the pin or comb and adapt- 6

Ing it to normally clamp the hair and secuare

the hat upon the head, and opposing finger-
pieces, one being fixed to the hat and the
other to the pin or comb and both extended
to permit swinging of the pin or comb from
outside the hat. |

- 9. A hat-fastener comprising a pin or comb
pivoted to the hat and adapted to engage the
halr, a spring normally swinging outward the
points of the pin or comb, and a guard cover-
ing the spring and preventing entanglement
of the hair therewith.

10. A hat-fastener comprising a pin or comb
pivoted to the hat and adapted to engage the
hair, a spring normally swinging outward the
points of the pin or comb, and a guard cover-
Ing the spring and preventing entanglement
ot the hair therewith; said guard also extend-
Ing at side portions of the pin or comb and
relieving its pivot-joint of excessive lateral
strains. *

11. A hat-fastener comprising a pin or comb
pivoted to the hat and adapted to engage the
halr, and opposing finger-pieces one being
fixed to the hat and the other to the pin or
comb and both extended to permit inward
swinging of the pin or comb by them from
outsicde the hat and without handling the hat-
body. |

12. A hat-fastener comprising an attaching-
plate 4, a pin or comb 12 pivoted to said plate
and having an approximately horizontal nor-
mal adjustment within or under the hat-crown,

said pin or comb being adapted when its points

are swung mward to pass into the top hair
about horizontally while the hat is being ad-
Jjusted to the head, and a spring 6 on the pin
or comb head antomatically swinging the pin
or comb points outward, said plate carrying
a portion 7 covering the spring and prevent-
Ing excessive lateral strains on the pin or
comb hinges.

13. A hat-fastener comprising an attaching-
plate 4, a pin or comb 1 2 pivoted to said plate
and having an approximately horizontal nor-
mal adjustment within or under the hat-crown.
sald pin or comb being adapted when its points
are swung inward to pass into the top hair
about horizontally while the hat is being ad-
justed to the head, and a spring 6 on the pin
or comb head automatically swinging the pin
or comb points outward, said plate carrying
a portion 7 covering the spring and prevent-
ing excessive lateral strains on the pin or
comb hinges; said pin or comb also having an
extended finger-piece 11 permitting SWInging
of the pin or comb from outside the hat.

14. A hat-fastener comprising an attaching-
plate 4, a pinor comb 12 pivoted to said plate
and having an approximately horizontal nor-
mal adjustment within or under the hat-crown,
sald pin or comb being adapted when its points
are swung inward to pass into the top hair
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about horizontally while the hat is being ad- | of the pin or comb from outsicde the hat by 1o
justed to the head, and a spring 6 on the pin | the opposed finger-pieces.
or comb head automatically swinging the pin Signed at the city of New York aforesaid
or comb points outward, said platg, carrying | this 4th day of March, 1904.
¢ g portion 7 covering the spring and prevent- . y |
ing excessive lateral strains on the pin or HENRY W. C. VON CASTER®.
comb hinges; and opposing finger-pieces 11, Witnesses:
13, one fixed to the pin or comb and the other E. J. CROKER,
ixed to the plate 4, and permitting swinging Kare A. Vox CASTENS.
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