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UNITED STATES

Patented December 27 1904

PA‘TENT OFFICE

~ BENNO VOM EIGEN,

OF NEWARK, NEW JERSEY. ASSIGNOR TO AUG.

GOERTZ & CO OF NEWARK NEW J ERSEY, A FIRM

_BAG—FASTENER.

SPEGIFICATION formmg pa,rt of Letters Patent No. ’778 230, dated Decembel 27, 1904.
| Appllca,tlon filed June 28, 1904, Serial Nu 214 446, |

To all whom it maz y CoOncern.:

Be it known that I, BENNO VoM EIGDN 2, citi-
zen of the United bt_ates residing at Newark
in the county of Essex and State of New J er-
sey, have invented certain new and useful Im-
provementsin Bag-Fasteners; and I do hereby

declare the followmo‘ to be a full, clear, and

exact description of the invention, such as will

~ enable othersskilled in the art to Whlch it ap-

IO

pertains to make and use the same, reference

' bemcr' had tothe accompanying drawirgs, and

to figures of reference marked thereon Whlch
form a part of this specification. |

My present invention has reference to im-

provements 1n bag-fasteners for use with the

- hinged or pivoted frame-sections of bags,
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Satchels and the like; and the invention has

forits prmclpal objects to provide a neatly and

cheaply constructed bag-fastener which shall

be of a strong and durable construction, the
parts of which can be quickly assembled, and
the complete fastener being easily secured in

position upon one of the ba,o* frame-sections,

50 as to be brought 1n holdmo' engagement
with a catch dewce upon the other b%LG‘ frame-

section to retain the said frame-sections in
their closed but separable relation.

The invention consists, primarily, in the
novel construction of bfl,o' frame fastener

hereinafter set forth; and, furthermore this

Invention consists in such arrangements and
combinations of parts, as well as in the de-

talls of the construction thereof, as will be

more fully described in the f()llowing detailed

description of the invention and then finally

~embodied in the clauses of the claim which

| 40:

locked. or holding engagement.

are appended to and which form -an essentia,l
part of this specification. :
. The invention is clearly illustrated i In the

accompanying drawings, in which—
Figure 1 is a side elevation of a bag-frame

a,nd a front view of a bag-fastener embody-

ing the principles of this invention, showing
the separable parts of the fastener in their
Fig. 2 1s a
rear view of the baﬂ'-fa,'stener and a portion
of the fra,me-sectmn sald view being made
on an enlarged scale; and Fig. 3is a top view

of the baﬂ‘—fastener and holdmcr' cateh, the -

| parts bemg represented in their separated re-

lation. Fig. 4 is a bottom view of the lock-
casing detached from the bag frame-section.
Ficr 5 is a horizontal section taken on line 5

5 in Fig. 2 of the drawings looking in the di-
rection of the arrow «. Fig. 6 is a longitu-
dinal vertical section taken on line 6 6 in Fw'

i 4 of the drawings looking in the direction of

the arrow 1 ; said View ShOWlDU‘ the inner lock
mechanism in side elevation: a,nd Flg.. 7 1s a
central longitudinal Vertleal sectlon of the

bag- fafstener taken on line 7 7 in said Fig. 4.

Fw 8isa tra,nsverse vertical section on stlll
another increased scale, sald section being
taken on line 8 8 in said Flﬂ' 1 and %howuw'
the two frame-sections and the parts of the

bag-fastener in their locked or holding en-

gagement; and Fig. 9is asimilar section show-
ing the inner mechanism of the bag-fastener

in its actuated position to permit the separa-

ble relation of the bag frame-sections. Fig.
10 1s a transverse Vertlca,l section taken on
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line 10 10 in said Fig. 1, showing the locked '

or holding engagement of an upper pivotal -

box of the bag-fastener on the one frame-sec-
tion, with a ca,tch on the other fr ame-sectlon
When the two frame -sections are in thelr

closed relation; and Fig. 11 is a similar sec-
tion taken on the same lme in sald Fig. 1, but

illustrating the parts in their separ ated rela-
tion Whe.n the two bag frame -sections are

the lock mechanism.

~ Similar characters of reference are em-
ployed in the above-described views to 111d1—

cate corresponding parts. |

In the said drawings the reference charac-
ters 1 and 2 indicate a pair of bag frame-sec-
tions of any usual configuration and construc-
tion, the same being mvotallv connected at
thelr' lower end portlons 3 in any well-known
manner.

The bag-fastener is mdlcated bV the refer-

ence character 4, and the same comprises a
lower box or casing 5, having a marginal -

| supporting edge 6 -_and. lugs’ 7, which extend
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about to be opened. FlU‘ 12 is a collecbwe_ -
perspective view of the two boxes or casings
of the bag-fastener, and Fig. 18 is a collect—' |
1ve perspective Vlew of the various parts of -
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through suitably disposed holes or openings
8 in the upper central portion ot the frame-
section 1 and are bent over against the unden
sicdle of the frame-section, asillustrated in Kigs.
6 and 7 of the drawings. The said lower box
or casing 1s provided 1n its front edge with
one or more catch-receiving openings 9, and in

1ts upper face there are a pair of lng-receiving

openings 10 near its front marginal edge and
having also a post-receiving opening 11, as
clearly illustrated in Kig. 12. At or near the
rear marginal edge of the said box or casing
5 and In 1tS upper face are a pair of holes or
openings 13, 1n which are loosely arranged, so
as to be capable of oscillation 1n said holes or
openings 13, pivots or hinge-lugs 16 of an
upper box or casing 14, said box or casing
having the marginal edge portions 15, from
which the said pivots or hinge-lugs 16 extend,
substantially as illustrated, and have their free
end portions 17 slightly bifurcated and bent
over against the 1mner upper face of the hox
or casing 5, as shown in Figs. 4, 6, and 7, to
prevent the displacement ot the upper box or
casing 14 from the lower box or casing 5, but
still permitting of its lifting and oscillatory
arrangement in the manner of a hinge upon
sald lower box or casing 5. The said upper

‘box or casing 14 1s also made with down-

wardly -extending holding lugs or ears 18,
which preferably curve inaninward direction,
as shown in Fig. 12, and extend down into and
through the lug-receiving openings 10 in the
sald lower box or casing, and thus are mov-
ably located within the said lower box or cas-
1ng 5 directly back of the said catch-receiving
openings 9 of said box or casing. The upper
box or casing 14 is also preferably made with
an ornamental m‘Ll‘Gll’l‘Ll bead or rib 19, which
serves as a lift or finger-piece for raising the

-sald box or casing 14 when desired to separate

the two frame-sections 1 and 2.

Within the upper box or casing 14 I have
arranged and secured, by means of suitably-
constructed holding-prongs 21, which extend
into perforations in the top of the upper box
or casing and are riveted or clenched over, a
suitably-constructed spring receiving and re-
taining or holding box or shell 20, the lower
closed portion of which is preferably made to
rest directly upon the upper face of the lower
box or casing 5, substantially as illustrated.
The upper and closed portion of the upper
box or casing 14 is preferably raised, asat 292,
and as illustrated, so as to provide a slightly-
chambered part, as at 23, directly above the
open portion of the said box or shell 20, as
clearly illustrated in Figs. 6 to 11, inclusive.

Referring now more particularly to Fig.
13 of the drawings, 1t will be seen that the said
spring receiving and holding box or shell 20
1s provicded in one of its sides, as 24, with an
open or cut-away part 25, and in its opposite
side, 26, there isan open or cut-away part 27,

formed with a guide or post-receiving open-

778,230

ing 28. Resting within the receiving portion
ot the said box or casing 20 and between the
sald sides 24 and 26 against lateral displace-
ment, as clearly represented in the several
figures of the drawings, i1s a spring, which
consists, essentially, of a main body 29 and a
palr of upwardly and nwardly 111(%1111111;1;
spring-arms 30. These arms 30 extend above
the marginal edges of the sides 24 and 20 of
the box or shell 20 and into the chambered
part 23 of the upper box or casing 14, a suit-
able saddle or yoke 31 being arranged over
the free end portions of said spring-arms 30,
as shown, and the said saddle or yoke 31,
which 1s preferably N-shaped in er os%—seetion.,
having its side portions 32 and 33 normally
and 1esljectwclv arranged in the cut-away or
open parts 25 and 27 of the sides 24 and 26

of said box or shell 20. Suitably connected
with the side portion 33 of the said saddle or
voke 31 1sadownw ardly-extending postor har
34, which i1s arranged in the o nide 28 of sl
box or shell 20 dnd extends into .:111{1 throueh
the post-receiving opening 11 1n the lower

box or casing 5. That the said parts will he
retained in their operative positions, (indi-
cated in the several figures of the drawings,)
with the upper box or casing 14 normally
resting divectly upon the upper surface of
the lower box or casing 5 to bring the hold-
ing-lugs 18 cirvectly back of the "'u]l(l receiv-
ing -openings 9 In sald box or casing 5, the
said post or bar 34 1s made at its lower end
with oppositely-extending projections 35, he-

tween the apper edges of which and le 11~
ner and upper surface of the lower hox or
casing 5 I have slipped a slotted holding-plate
36,as illustrated in Figs. 4, 5, 3, and 9, wherehy
the said post or har 34 1s held In place against
the opposing spring action of the said sprine-

arms 30, and when the upper box or casing

14 is raised the edge portions of the open
part 27 in the side 26 of the hox or shell 20
and the lower edge portions of said projec-
tions 35 are brought in contact with one an-
other, as will be clearly evident, and the
upward pivotal or tipping movement of the
parts 1s Iimited and any distortion of the suaid
parts to too severe pressure against the up-
per box or casing by the operator is clearly
overcone.

A holding or locking clasp 37 1is secured
upon the side of the other framec-section 2 by
means of pins or rivets 38 or any other suit-
able fastening devices, the said plate heing
preferably provided with a knob 39, havine
a pivoted pull-piece 40. The said plate is also
provided with upwardly - extending holding
members 41, which are bent downwardly, as
at 42, and then formed with mwardly-pro-

Jectmo* fingers 43, provided with suitable hold-

Ing portions or catches 44, substantially
lustrated.

When the two frame-seetions 1 and 2 arve in
fingers 43 and

thelr closed relation, the said
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~front face to the positions indicated in Figs.

| 778:230

their catches 44 have been made to enter the |
chambered portion of the lower box or casing
5 through the openings 9, the said catches 44

having pa%sed beneath the holding-lugs 18 of
the upper casing or box 14 until the hOldll’lU'

edges of said catche% become located back ot_

the said lugs 18, as clearly indicated in Figs.
8 and 10 of the drawings.  To open or sepa-

rate the two tra,me-sectlons all that is neces-
sary is to raise the upper box or casing 14 by

the application of a slight pressure against its

-9 and 11, whereby the holding-lugs 18 are

15
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be clearly evident.

raised above the catches 44, and the two frame-
sections can then be readlly separated as will

From the foregoing deqcrlptlon it will be
seen that I have devised a neat and simply-

constructed bag-fastener of but few parts and
of such construction that the parts can be

readily assembled in their operative positions

and when assembled will not get out of order.
- I'am aware that some changes may be made-
in the arrangements and combinations of the

devices and parts, as well as in the details of

the construction of the same, without depart-
ing from the scope of my present invention.
~Hence I do not limit my invention to the ex-

act arrangements and combinations of the de-

vices and parts as described in the foregoing

specification and as illustrated in the accom-

- panying.drawings: nor do I confine myself to

35

the exact details of the construction of anv of

the said parts.

Having thus described my 1nvent10n,, what
I claim is— '

1. A bag-fastener, compusmcr 3] lower box

or casing adapted to be secured upon a bag

4.0
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.frame-sectlon sald box or casing being pro-
vided in its upper surface with a post-receiv-

Ing opening and also with lug-receiving open-
1ngs, and in one of its sides with a catch-re-

ceivin’a‘ opening for the entrance into said box

or casing of a holding-catch secured to an-

other fr@me—sectlon an -upper box or casing

arranged upon sald lower box or casing, a
Sp1‘1n0*-retaln1no‘ box or shell in said upper
box or casing havmcr an upper open portion,

-means for securing said spring-retaining box

or shell in said upper box or casing, a spring

_1n sald spring-retaining box or shell having

an upwardly-extending spring portion, a sad-

dle placed over said spring portion, a post ex-

tending from sald saddle through said post-
recelving opening in the lower box or casing,

- means for securing said post in p081t10n and

holding-lugs on said upper box or casing ex-
tendmo' throuo*h the lug-receiving openings
in said lower box or casing for engagement
with the holding-cateh, substantmllv as and
for the purposes set forth

2. A bag-fastener, comprising a lower box

or casing adapted to be secured upon a bag
frame-sectlon sald box or casing being pro-

vided in its upper surface with a post-receiv-

or shell in said upper box or casing
in sald spring-retaining box or shell having
an upwardly-extending spring portion, a sad-

ing opemnﬁ' and also with lug-receiving open-

a

ings, and in one of its sides. with a catch-re-

celving opening for the entrance into said box

or casing of a holding-catch secured to an-

other frame-section, an upper box or casing
arranged upon s
SprmO-retammO‘ box or shell in said upper
box or casing having an upper open portion,
means for securing said spring-retaining box
, 4 Spring

dle placed over said spring portion, a post ex-
tending from said saddle through said post-
recelving opening in the lower box or casing,

. -0pp051tely extending projections upon said
- post, a slotted holdmg plate arranged over -

sald projections for securing said post in po-

‘sition, and holding-lugs on said upper box or

casing extending throuwh the lug-receiving
openings in S&ld lower box or casing for en-
gagement with the holding - cateh, Substan-
t1a,]1y as and for the purposes set forth.

3. A bag-fastener, comprising a lower box

or casing adapted to be secured upon a bag
frame-section, said box being provided in its
upper face with a post-receiving opening and

also with lug-receiving openings, and in one

sald lower box or casing, a
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of 1ts sides with a catch-receiving opening for

the entrance into said box or casing of a hold-
ing-eatch secured to another irame-sectwn an

upper box or casing hinged upon the upper

face of said lower box or casing,.a spring-re-
taining box or shell in said upper box or cas-

1ing havmcf an upper open portion, means for

securing said spring-retaining box or shell in
sald upper box or casing, a spring in said
spring-retaining box or shell, consisting, es-

| sentially of abody 29 and a pair of upwardly-

projecting and inwardly - extending spring-
arms 30 extending from the upper open por-
tion of said spring-retaining box or shell, a

95
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N-shaped saddle arranged over the end por--

tions of said spring-arms, a post extending
from sald saddle through the post-receiving
opening in the lower box Or casing, means for
securing sald post in p081t1011., and holding-
lugs on “said upper box.or casing extendmw
throuo*h the lug-recelving openings in “said

lower box or casing for engagement with the

I1IO

115

holding - ecatch, substa,ntlally as and for the

purposes seb forth.

4. A bag-fastener, comprising a lower box
or casing adapted to be:secured upon a bag
frame-'-section, sald box being provided in its
upper face with a post—recewmw opening and
also with lug-receiving openings, and in one

of 1ts sides Wlth a catch- -recelving opening for

120

the entrance into said box or casing of a hold-

ing-catch secured to another fra,me-sectlon an
upper box or casing hinged upon the upper
face of said lower box or casing, a spring-re-

taining box or shell in said upper box or cas-

ing, comprising a pair of longitudinally-ex-

' tending side portlon% 24 and 26 ha,vmﬁ' cut-

123
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away portions, and said spring-retaining box
or shell being provided with a main upper
open portion, “and one of its sides having a
guide 28, means for retaining said spring-re-
taining box or shell in said upper box or cas-
Ing, a spring in said spring-retaining box or
shell, consisting, essentially, of a bodv 29 and
a pair of upwar dly -projecting and inwardly-
extending spring -arms 30 extending from
the upper open portion of said sprmO'-retmn-
1ing box or shell, a N-shaped saddle arranged
over the end portions of said spring-arms,
sald saddle having its side pieces extending
into the cut-away parts of the sides 24 and
26 of the said spring-retaining box or shell,
a post extending from said saddle._. sald post
being arrang ed in said guide 28 and extend-
Ing throuah the post - recelving opening in
the lower box or casing, means for securing
sald postin position, and holding-lugs on said
upper box or casing extendmﬂ' throucrh the
lug-receiving openings in said Tlower box or
casing for engagement with the holding-
ca,tch substantlally as and for the purposes
set forth

5. In a bag-fastener, the combination, with
a movable lock ca,smof' or box and a holdmﬂ'
catch-recelving means, of a SpI‘lllU-I etmnmﬂ
box or shell in said casing, comprising a pair
of lono*ltudmally-extendmﬂ‘ side portions, and
said spring-retaining box or shell being pro-
vided with a main upper open portion, aspring
arranged 1n said spring-retaining box or shell
sald spring having arms extending from the
upper open portion of said spring-retaining
box-or shell, and means connected with said
spring-arms for returning the lock casing or
box to its normal initial position after havmfr
been moved, substantially as and for the pur-
poses set iorth.

6. In a bag- fastener, the combination, with

a movable lock casing or box and a 1101d1110

catch-recelving means, of a Sprmﬁ*-retamlno
box or shell in said casirg, comprising a pair

of lon 0‘1tudma,llv—extendmo side portions hav-
Ing cut-away parts and one of said side por-
tions being provided with a guide, the said
spring-retaining box or shell being providecd
with a main upper open portion, a spring ar-
ranged in said spring-retaining box or shell,
said spring having arms extending from the

| ha,vmﬁ‘ spring-armsextending al

778,230
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upper open portion
box orshell, asaddle arranged over said sprine-
arms and having its side portions extendine
1nto the cut-away parts of the side portions of
sald spring-retaining box or shell, an arm con-
nected with said saddle and ar hmuod In sald
guide, and a securing means on said arm, all
mmnﬂed to return the lock- casing Lo its nor-
mal 1111131&1 position after 1t has been moved,
substantially as and for the purposes set for h.

7. Ina bag-fastener, the combination, with
a lower box or casing, .-:Ln upper box or casing
pivotally connected with said lower hox or cas-
g, and a holding catch-receiving means in
sald lower box or casing, 0[ 2 U- Hlmpul shell
in sald upper box or casing, means for sccur-
1Ing the same in position, a smi ne 1n sald shell
hmrmo* spring-arms extendinga rove said shell,
a N- shaped saddle upon sald spring-arms, and
means connected with said saddle havi Inga por-
tion connected with the lower hox or casing,
and all arranged to return the upper box or
casing to 1ts nmmal mitial posttion after hav-
Ing heen moved, substantially as and for the
purposes set forth.

8. In abag-tastener, the combination, with
a lower box or casing, an upper box or casing
pivotally connected with said lower hox ore: L5-
ing, and a holding catch-receiving means in
said lower box or casing, of a U-slmpul shell
In said upper box or casing, means for secur-
Ing the same in position, a spring in said shell
ove sald shell,
a, n-sha,pe,d saddle upon said spring-arms, and
means connected with said saddle consisting
of a downwardly-extending post, opptmtdy-
extending projections upon ) the lower end POT-
tion of said post, and a lock-plate for sccuring
sald post to a portion of the lower hox or cas-
ing, all arranged to return the upper hox or
casing to 1ts normal initial.position after it has
been moved, substantially as and for the pur-
poses set forth.

In testimony that I claim the invention sot
torth above I have hereunto set my hand this
24th day of June, 1904.

BENNO VOM EIGEN.

Witnesses:
FrEDK. C. FrRAENTZEL,
(xr0. D. Ricuarps.

of sald spring-retaining
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