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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that we, James Josera Hickey
and MarTIN CHARLES WICKENS, citizens of
the United States, residing at Anderson, in the

5 county of Madison and State of Indiana, have
invented certain new and useful Improvements
in Coupler-Shanks; and we do declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others

1o gkilledin the artto which it appertains to malke
and use the same. |

This invention relates to improvements in
coupler-shanks.

The object of the invention is to provide a

15 coupler-shank formed in two parts whereby
“should a coupler-head become broken the fore
part of the shank carrying said head may be
quickly removed and replaced without dis-
turbing the rear part of the same or the draft-
20 rigging. B - |
A further object is to provide a coupler-
shank of this character which will be simple

- In construection, strong, durable, and which

may be quickly coupled to any form of stand-
25 ard draft-rigging. | |
With these and other objects in view the in-
vention consists of certain novel features of
~construction, combination, and arrangement
of parts, as will be more fully described, and
30 particularly pointed out in the appended
claims.
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side view of a coupler-stem constructed in
accordance with the invention. Fig. 2 is g
35 similar view showing the parts of the same
separated, and Fig. 3isalongitudinal sectional
view of the same.
Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, 1 denotes the coupler-shank, which is
‘40 preferably rectangular in cross-section, and
- consists of a forward section 2, having formed
on one end thereof a coupler-head 3, which
may be of any suitable construction. The Op-
posite or inner end of said forward section 9
45 of the shank is reduced to form a tongue 4,
which is preferably square in cross-section,
and tapers toward its free end and is aclapted
to enter a square tapering socket 5, formed

in the outer end of the rear section 6 of the

coupler-shank. In the side walls of sald rear
section 6 of the shank are formed alined ob-

| long slots 7, and in the tongue 4 of the for-

ward section of the shank is formed a slot 8,
which when said parts are assembled coincides
or registers with the slots 7, and through said
alined slots is disposed a flat bar 9, forming
a key, whereby said parts are locked together.
In the rear section 6 and forming a continua-
tion of the socket 5 is a cavity 10, which 1s
adapted to receive the head of a coupler-stem.
(Not shown.) In theend of the shank-section
6 1s formed a passage 12, which communicates
with the cavity 10, and through this passage
said coupler-stem 1s adapted to pass.

In the sides of the rear section 6, near the
inner ends of the same, are formed holes 13
for the passage of yoke-rivets, (not shown,)
by which said shank may be connected to the
draft-rigging. The inner end of the tongue
4 of the forward section of the shank is re-
cessed, as at 14, to permit the same to enter
the socket 5 of the shank-section.

Any suitable form of draft-rigeing may be
employed in connection with this coupler-
shank, whereby the same may be attached to
a car. | ,

From the foregoing deseription, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction and operation of the inven-
tion will be readily understood without re-
quiring a more extended explanation.

Various changes in the form, proportion,
and the minor details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the prin-
ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of
this invention.

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s—

L. A coupler-shank, consistine of an outer
head-section having formed on its inner end
a reduced, tapering tongue, an inner section
having initsouter end a tapering socket adapt-
ed to receive said tongue, and means wherehy
sald parts are detachably locked together, sub-
stantially as described.

2. A coupler-shank, consisting of an outer
head-section having formed on its outer end
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22 777,785

a coupler-head, a reduced inwardly-tapering
tongue formed on its 1nner end, said tongue
being provided witly a slot, an 1nner section

B | |

having formed in its outer end a tapering

)|

“alined slots formed in its sides, a locking bar
or key adapted to be inserted through the slots
in said socket-section and said tongue, and
means whereby said inner socket-section may

10 beconnected to the draft-rigging of acar, sub-
stantially as described.

3. A coupler-shank, consisting of an outer

head-section, having formed on its inner end

a square, inwardly-tapering tongue, an inner

15 section having in its outer end a square, taper-

socket to receive said tongue, and having

ing socket adapted to receive sald tongue,
means for detachably locking said parts to-
oether, means whereby said shank may be at-
tached to a draft-yoke and means whereby a
coupler-stem may be connected to the inner
section of said shank, substantially as de-
seribed. |
In testimony whereof we have hereunto set

our hands in presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses.
JAMES JOSEPH HICKILEY.
MARTIN CHARLES WICKENS.
Witnesses:
C. OCrowLEyY,
Wn. RowLaxp.
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