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UNITED STATES

Patented December 20, 1904.

PATENT OFFICE.

ROSCOE 8. SHELDON, OF WEST ALLIS, WISCONSIN.

CLOTHES-POUNDER.

SPECIFICATION .forming part of Letters Patent No. 777 y (96, dated December 20, 1904,
Application filed April 16,1904, Serial No, 203,464,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Roscor S. SHELDON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at West
Allis, county of Milwaukee, and State of Wis-
consin, have invented new and useful Improve-
ments in Clothes-Pounders, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. .

My invention relates to improvements in
clothes-washers; and it pertains to that class
by which the clothes are washed in an ordi-
nary washtub or other similar receptacle by
an upward-and-downward movement of the

‘washing instrument upon them.

The construction of my invention is ex-
plained by reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which— .

Figure 1 represents a top view thereof.
Fig. 2 isa bottom view, and Fig. 3 is 1 longi-

tudinal vertical section.

Like parts are identified by the same refer-
ence-letters throughout the several views.

- A represents the operating - head of the
washer, by which pressure is applied to the

clothes when washing them. The head A com-

prises a concavo-convex shell which is secured
to an operating-handle with its concave face

downward. Thehead A is preferably formed

of sheet metal, subdivided into a plurality of
tight compartments C by the radial partitions
D. The lower edges of the partitions D are
preferably provided with strengthening-rods
K, which extend transversely at right angles
to each other across the center of the head
and are affixed at their respective ends to the
vertical walls of the head, while the lower

edges of the several partitions are bent over

and secured around said rods.

F isa cylindrical tube which forms a socket

for the reception of the handle B, which is
secured therein by a fastening-pin G or in any
convenlent manner, while the downward pres-
sure upon the handle B is resisted by contact

with the intersecting rods D at the center of |

the head, the inner portion of said cylindrical
tube F being supported and reinforced by the
converging ends of said partitions, which are

secured thereto.

The several compartments ¢ of the head
are provided with check-valves, which valves

respectively comprise a block H, elastic

washer I, and valve-retaining center pin J ,
provided with retaining-heads K. A plural-
ity of apertures L are formed around the cen-
tral aperture M beneath said valves, which
are adapted to be closed thereby. The object,
of said valve is to permit the free escape of
alr from beneath the
pressed upon the clothes.

I am aware of the fact that metallic clothes-
pounders of similar external construction but
of smaller area have previously been used for
pounding clothes. It is a well-known fact,
however, that when forcing a pounder of the
ordinary construction upon the clothes which
are submerged in water the air which is
trapped beneath the lower edge of the pounder
serves as a cushion to the pounder and pre-
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head as the same is

6o

vents the same from being used with that ef- |

tect that it would otherwise be were the stroke
of the pounder not thus resisted by the air
beneath it. To overcome this objection, I
have provided the several compartments of
my washer with the apertures L, through
which the air is free to escape with each down-
ward stroke of the washer, while the several
apertures are closed with the upward move-
ment of the washer by the several valves lo-
cated above them. Thus it will be obvious
that with the downward stroke of the washer
the entire weight of the blow is brought to
bear upon the clothes, while with the upward
movement of the same the valveis closed and
a partial vacuum is formed beneath the washer,
which causes the water to rush in through the
clothes from the exterior, whereby a circula-
tion of water is produced through the clothes,
which has the effect to remove the dirt there-
from. |

- While with the ordinary pounders referred
to the clothes are washed by a succession of
downward strokes, by my washer the clothes
are washed by applying a tilting or vibratory
movement to the upper end of the handle of
the washer backwardly and forwardly in a
horizontal direction, whereby the exertion of
lifting the instrument direct, as heretofore, is

avoided. Another important object 1s at-

tained by subdividing the head A into a plu-
rality of compartments C by the partitions D.
By thus subdividing the head when the han-
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dle is rocked in one direction a downward
pressure 1s applied to the clothes from one
side of the head, while a partial vacuum is
formed in the compartments upon the oppo-
site side of the head, whereby an induced cur-
rent of water is drawn through the clothes
beneath the compartments which are being
raised, when by the reverse rocking move-
ment of the handle the action of the washer
upon the clothes beneath the respective sides
of the head is reversed. Thus the water 1s

alternately forced from and drawn through
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the clothes in opposite directions by the rock-
ing movement of the washer until the clothes
are cleansed. | -

1t will of course be understood that the ef-
tectiveness of the washer will be increased by
increasing the area of the contact-bearing sur-
tace of the head, the same being preferably
made much larger than that of the ordinary
pounders, which are operated by applying a
succession of downward strokes upon the
clothes. While with the ordinary pounder
the work is performed by repeatedly lifting
the entire pounder from the clothes vertically,
by my construction and method of washing
the exertion required to operate the same 1s

“very much reduced, as the handle through

which the power is applied serves as a lever
by which a tilting movement is applied to the
head in raising the edges thereot from the
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clothes, while the greater part of the weight
of the washer isatall times supported by the
clothes and the necessity of lifting the same
is thereby avoided.

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, 1s— |

A clothes-pounder of the described class
comprising a convavo-convex shell subdivided
into a plurality of compartments by a plurality
of radial partitions, each compartment being
provided with a plurality of apertures; avalve
located above and adapted to close the aper-
tures of the several compartments; means for
holding said valves in place above said aper-
tures in combination with a vertical tube cen-
trally located in said shell at the converging
ends - of said radial partitions, said tube be-
ing adapted to serve the twotold purpose ot
supporting the converging ends of said par-
titions and as a ferrule for the operating-han-
dle, while the converging ends of said par-
titions cooperate with said shell to hold said
central tube in place. S

In testimony whereof T affix my signature in
the presence of two witnesses. |

ROSCOE S. SHELDON.

Witnesses:
Jas. B. ErRwIN,
N. Z. TAUGHER.
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