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To all whom it mary coneceri:

Beitknown that1,Joserpr MESSINGER, a c1ti-
zen of the United St%tes residing in the city
and countv of Phlladelphm State of Pennsyl-
vania, have invented new and useful Improve—

‘ments in Horseshoes, of which the following

18 a specification.

My invention consists of a horse or other
animal shoe having novel features, as will be
heremafter deserlbed and pomte,d out in the
claims.

Figure 1 represents a
horseshoe embodying my invention. Fig. 2
represents a bottom plan view thereof. Kig.
3 represents a front view thereof. Fig. 4 rep-
resents a transverse 560131011 thereof on line «
v, Hig. 1.

Similar Ietters of reference indicate corre-

side elevation of a

- sponding parts in the figures.
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Referring to thedrawings, A designates the
body of a horseshoe, the same having in the
under side thereof the groove B, in which is
inserted the cushion C, formed of soft rubber,
which is valeanized within said groove, where-
by 1t retains its connection with the walls
thereof, the sides of said walls being some-
what rough in their nature.

D designates the toe portion of the shoe,
the same having thereon the tapering block

H, the widest part of which i1s above and the
downward extension or toe-calks F of said

portion below the bottom line G of the body
of the shoe, the under side of said extension
and block being flush with the under face of
the cushion C, said face being below said line.

On the sides of the body are the tapering
blocks or side calks H, of the same depth as
the tread or flange of the oroove B and form-
1ng abutments thereot th@ Wldest portions of
which blocks are above, sald blocks being
separated from each other by the channels J,
the narrow portions of which are above, said
channels being in communication with the
nail-openings K which are formed in the rim
1., which extends around the top of the body
A and joins the upper ends of the blocks H.

The front portion of the cushion C is re-
cessed at the toe portion, forming shoulders
M, which engage with the sides of the toe por-

50 tion D. The grooves of the heel portions of

-the shoe are widened to receive the correspond-
Ing portions N of the cushion C, thus pre-
senting broad surfaces at said heel and increas-

ing the frietional contact of the tread of the
shoe with the streets, roadway, &e. The ex-
treme ends of the shoe have vertical imbs or
heel-calks P thereon,the same extending down-
wardly below the body of the shoe and hav-
ing their under faces flush with the widened
heel portions N of the cushion.

It will be seen that the cushion provides a
resilient and consequently a soft and yield-
ing tread, so that the shoe may be worn with
ease ancd c«:}mt(}rt, and owing to the block K
and depending portion E of the toe of the
shoe the front portion of the cushion C is
ouarded against the direct and severe action
of blows received on the toe portion. The
limbs P also protect the heel portions of said
cushion and prevent severe wearing action on
the cushions at the
will also be seen that the heads of the se-

curing-nails employed occupy the upper por-

tions of the channels between the blocks H,
so that said heads are guarded and prevented

from striking the street or being struck on

their sides hv any object or obstacles that may
exist on the street or roadway. It will also
be seen that the heads of the nails are re-
moved from contact with the street, road, &c.,
and so cannot bestruck and force up the nails
and release the clenches. Again, owing to
the tapering nature of the channelsJ, the nar-
row portions of which are above, the heads
of the nails are wedged between the walls of

said channels, and so are held firmly therein.

Furthermore, the side blocks H present broad
and comparatively flat faces, which will pre-

vent any serious injury to the animal should

1t strike 1tself with said blocks.

Yarious changes may be made in the det{uls
of construction Wlbhout departing from the
ceneral spirit of myv invention, and 1 do not,
therefore, desire to be limited in each case to
the same.

Having thus described my 11’11"'6111]]011 what
I claim as new, and desir e to secure by Lctmm

Patent, 15—

1. A horseshoe having a toe portion consist-
ing of a tapering block, laterally-projecting

heel portions thereof. It
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2.

calks extendmo rearwardly from said block,
the sides of %ald calks forming shoulders, a

ogroove 1n the under side of the shoe, and a
cushion in said oroove, the under faces of said
block and calks being flush with the under
face of said cushion.

9. A horseshoe having atoe portion consist-
ing of a tapering block, laterally-projecting
calks extending rearwardly of said block, the
sides of said calks forming shoulders, a groove
in the under side of the shoe, and a cushion
in said shoe, said block and calks having their

faces flush Wlth the under face of said cushlon |

said cushion having in its toe portion, shoul-
ders which interlock with the shoulders of

said calks.

3. A horseshoe having a toe portion consist- |

777,684

ing of a tapermﬂ* block, laterally-projecting
calks extending rearwar le of said block, the

under faces of said block and calks bemo

the bottom line of the bodv of the shoe and
flush with the under face of the cushion and
side calks, channels intervening between said

side calks and a ri
side calks and overhanging said channels with
nail-openings therein. the under faces of said

side calks beme* above the under face of said
cushion.

J OSEPH MESSINGER.

Witnesses:
JouN A. WIEDERSHEIM,
C. D. McVar.

m jolning the tops of said
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flush with each other and extending below
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