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To all whom 1t muay concermn.: |

Be it known that I, Wirriam H. Rosg, a citi-
zen of the United States. and a resident of
Catonsville, Baltimore county, State of Mary-

land, have invented certain new and useful

Improvements 1n Telephone Disinfecting De-
vices, of which the following 1s a specification.

This invention consists in a device for dis-
infecting the mouthpiece ot a telephone to
avoid the spread ot disease. | |

It comprises a cap fitting over the mouth-
piece of the transmitter, sald cap being pro-
vided with a fabric which extends over the
mouthpiece and a receptacle for disinfecting
material and means for holding the device
upon the transmitter. The cap is provided
with an opening registering with the opening
of the mouthpiece, and the tabric extends be-
tween these openings and 1s preferably pro-
tected by a fine-wire screen.

The invention will be fully described in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings, in
which— | |

Figure 1 1saside view of a telephone-trans-
mitter with the disinfecting device applied
thereto and shown in section. Fig. 21sa front
view of the disinfecting device, and Fig. 3 18
a view of a modified elamp for holding the dis-
infecting device on the transmitter.

Referring to the drawings, 1 indicates the
telephone-transmitter, and 2 the mouthpiece
thereof. These parts, as shown, are of the
design in common use; but they may be of any
desired design or construction.

The disinfecting device comprises a vessel
or casing «, which is preferably circular and
plowde(l with a conical wall 3, an inturned
flange 4, adapted to fit over the outer edge of

the mouth yiece 2, and a deeper inturned flange
ey
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to fit against the transmitter.

5 on the larger end of the vessel and adapted

surrounds an opening which 1is substantially
of the size of the opening at the outer end of
the mouthpiece,and across this opening is pretf-
erably fixed a wire-gauze diaphragm 6. With-
in the gauze diaphragm 61s a tabricdiaphragm
7, preferably of l;elt,, although any suitable
textile material may be emploved which is
preferably united to or integral with a fabric

vessel or casing «.

The flange 4

' lining 8, extending around the inner surface

of the conical wall of the casing ¢. A ring or
packing 9 of fabric is preferably connected to
the outer surface of the flange 5 to prevent
possible rattling or noise uxused vy contact ot
the vessel or casing ¢ with the transmitter and

also to protect the transmitter.

The disinfecting device may be held in place

on the transmitter by any suitable means. 1

preferably useaseries of spring-clips 10, which
may be connected directly to the conical w all
of the vessel @, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. 1

may, however, connect similar clips 11 to a

shevt-—-nmml ring 12 or malke them integr :,Ll with

said ring, as shown in Fig. 3, the ring being

adapted to engage the vessel @, and the Qllpq
adapted to engage the back of the transmitter
and hold the parts together.:

While in some instances a dry disinfectant
might be used with my disinfecting device, 1

prefer to use a fluid.

It will be seen that a c,{mf-:ldnmbl amount
of fluid may be held in the receptacle formed
by the flange 5 and the conical wall 3 of the
Thedevice may be charged
by first dampening the lining 8 and diaphragm
7 and then pouring into the vessel or cfxali‘m
¢ an additional amount of the (hfsmtec,tma
fluid, as shown at 13. The diaphragm 7 wﬂl
be kept moist through the capillary action of
the fabric, which will act as a wick. The
vessel is closed excepting at the front opening
and evaporation will Lhwelox*e be slow ¢ and
the disinfectant will only need renewal at long
intervals. 1t will be evident that the dmﬂce
will hold the disinfecting fluid in any posi-

tion in which it may be placed on the transmit-

ter. Experiment has shown that the fabric dia-
phragm 7 does not in any way interfere with
the use of the telephone.
fitted together so that the diaphragm 7 will
be clamped between the outer flange 4 and
the mouthpiece 2. When the lining 8
the diaphraem are formed 1n one I)IBCG or 1n
separate piecesconnected, the diaphragm will
be held in place S.:Ltlbhmtmlh WlLllUuL being
clamped; but it is preferable to so proportion
the parts that some pressure will be exerted

upon the diaphragm between the flange 4 and

The parts may be
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the mouthpiece. 'The wire-netting 6 may be
either separate or permanently attached to
the vessel or casing ¢.

Having described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

1. A telephone disinfecting device compris-
ing a circular casing adapted to fit over and
surround the telephone-mouthpiece and hav-
ing an opening adapted to register with the
telephone - mouthpiece, a felt or textile dia-
phragm extending across said opening, and a
receptacle for disinfecting material.

9. A telephone disinfecting device compris-
ing a vessel or casing adapted to fit over the

telephone-mouthpiece and having an opening

registering with said mouthpiece, a recepta-
cle for a fluid disinfectant within said vessel
or casing, afabricdiaphragm extending across
the opening in said casing, and a portion of
fabric connected with said diaphragm and ex-
tending into said receptacle, whereby the dia-
phragm is kept moistened by the fluid in said
receptacle.

3. A telephone disinfecting device compris-
ing a circular vessel or casing open at its ends
and adapted to fit over the telephone-mouth-
piece, sald casing having inturned flanges at
its ends, in combination with a fabric dia-
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phragm extending over the telephone-mouth-
piece, and a fabric lining extending around

the inner surface of the casing, and connected
with the fabric diaphragm, for the purpose
set torth. |

4. A telephone disinfecting device compris-
ing a conical casing adapted to fit over the
telephone-mouthpiece and provided with 1n-
turned flanges at its ends, wire-gauze and tab-
ric diaphragms extending- across the smaller
end of said casing, a fabric lining conforming
to the conical portion of said casing and con-
nected with the fabric diaphragm, and means
for holding said device upon the telephone-
transmitter. |

5. A telephone disinfecting device compris-
ing a casing or vessel adapted to fit over the
telephone-mouthpiece, a fabric diaphragm ex-
tending over said mouthpiece, a receptacle for
disintecting fluid with which said diaphragm
communicates, and clips for holding said de-
vice in place upon the telephone-transmitter.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

WILLIAM H. ROSE.

Witnesses:
BERNARD A. SCHMITZ,
Frank M. MERRIKEN.
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