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principles of my invention.
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To all whonv it may concern:

Be it known that I, FrEEgman N. CoTTLE, 2

citizen of the United States of America, and
a resident of Chicago, Cook county, Illinois,
have invented a certain new and useful Im-
provement in ¥Frames, of which the following
18 a specification. |

My invention contemplates an 1mproved |

construction of frame for pictures, signs,
looking-glasses, and the like and .involving
top and bottom and side pieces which are
made of sheet metal, the said pieces being
lapped at the back of the frame and provided
with miter or other suitable joints in front,
and means, such as nails or picture-wire or
other keys, being applied to the lapping por-
tions to hold the different pieces or sections
of the frame together, as will hereinafter
more fully appear. |

In the accompanying drawings, Kigure 1 1s
a front elevation of a frame embodying the
Fig. 2 1s a back
elevation of thesame. Iig. 3 1s a view simi-
lar to Mig. 1, but showing a different arrange-
ment for holding the frame-pieces together.
Fig. 4 1s a rear elevation of the frame shown
in Fig. 3. ~Fig. 5 is an enlarged perspective
view of one corner of the frame as shown 1n
Hig. 1. If1g. 6 1s an enlarged perspective of
one corner of the frame as shown 1n Hig. ¢

Fig. T1s a perspective of one end portion ot

the upper frame-piece shown in Fig. 2. HKig.
3 1s a perspective of one of the 61{’16 pieces

shown 1n FKig. 2. FKig. 9 is a cross-section

through one of the frame-pieces on line 9 9

1n FIC“ 1, showing a glass, pwbm e, and back-

ing in dotted lines.
Refel ring to Figs. 1 and 2, the very simple

and I‘B&d]LY-‘LSSOHlbIGd metallic frame A may

be composed of top and bottom frame-pieces
« and «', together with two side pieces «*and
«’. The top and bottom pieces can be dupli-
cates, and the two side pleces can also be the
same In all respects. In other words, in my
improved construction it 1s only necessary to
manufacture two Kkinds of - frame - pleces.
Those of one kind will be provided at their
ends with the openings or recess «', while

those of the other kind will have their ends

frame with miter-joints «".

provided with hollow or loop-shaped lugs «°,
which, it will be seen, are preferably portions
of the sheet metal pr'esbcd out from the back
of the frame-pieces. Kor example, the top
and bottom frame or horizontal pieces ¢ and
@', as shown in Ifigs. 1 and 2, are provided at
their ends with the sald openings or recesses,
while the vertical frame-pieces are provided
with the said lngs. Each frame-piece, whether
of one form or the other, 1s provided with
the relatively narrow front flange ¢’ and also
with the relatively wide back flange &'. It is
on this relatively wide back flange in both
cases that the lugs and recesses are formed.
When assembled in place, the end portions
of the back flanges lap upon each other, thus
causing the lugs to project through the re-
cesses.  1he front flanges can be beveled at
their ends, so as to provide the corners of the
As a simple and
effective means for holding together the parts
thus assembled small pins or wire nails &

can be inserted through the projecting loop-

shaped lugs ¢°, so as to key the parts tightly
together. It wi.
the position of the frame 1s unimportant and
that, 1f desired, the frame can be turned on
its side. F urthermore it will be readily un-
derstood that the %lmp(., or dimensions of the
frame can be varied to suit requirements. In
fact, the frame-pleces can bhe made of various
lengths, so that a frame of any size or shape
can be Instantly wn%ructed without incon-
venience.

In Figs. 3 and 4 the construction is the
same as in KFigs. 1 and 2, with the exception
that a picture wire or chain f"fll 1s employed
in place of the pins or keys &', as in the pre-
vious case. This chain or wire can be thread-
ed through the loop-shaped lugs, and with
this provision and arrangement the frame can
be talken apart without removing the wire or
chain. In this way the frame is in readiness

to be assembled about a picture, looking-glass,
or the like, 1t being only necessary to apply
the frame-pileces to the edges of the picture
or glass and to then draw “the. wire: or chain
taut, as shown in Fig. 4. |

In Fig. 9 the frame- -piece 1S shown twhtly
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applied to the edges or marginal portions of
a olass, picture, and backing. The' olass 1s
ot course just inside the flange «°, the picture
is next, and then the bfwhmo comes next and
1s held in place by the ﬂfmue a'. 1t will be
understood that any suitable or desired means
can be employed for pressing the backing
tightly against the picture and the back of the
glass. Thus constructed it will be seen that
my Invention consists of a frame adapted for
various uses—such, for example, as framing
pictures, signs, looking-glasses, or other like
articles. It will also be observed that with a
desion such as illustrated the frame partalkes
of the nature of passe-partout, and as such 1s
designed to afford a meansfor qulchlv and con-
Vemently mounting pictures, or = passe-par-
touting ” them, as itiscalled. Thus considered
my invention further contemplates a metallic
passe-partout for pictures, &c. The frame-
pieces can, however, if such is desirable, be
of different design and of a character to cause
the frame to resemble the ordinary picture-
frame. Consequently I do not limit myself
to any particular form or design for the frame-
pleces.
It will be seen that the nails and picture-
wire are both keys, the only difference being

~that in one case the keysare separated or dis-
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connected, while in the other case the keys
are all connected and in the form of a wire or
other flexible connection. By theterm ** keys,”
as hereinafter employed in the claims, 1 mean,
broadly, any form ot key, such as either a nail
or wire, while in other claims I have specified
the wire or other flexible connection as a spe-
key. |
What I claim as my invention is—

1. A frame comprising upper and lower
horizontal pieces, vertical side pieces, said

pleces being formed with relatively narrow

front ianges, and having also relatively wide
hack flanges adapted to lap at their ends and

fastening devices applied to said lapping por-

tions to hold said frame-pieces together, said
fastening devices including a flexible suspend-
ing member,

2. A metallicframefor pictures, signs,look-
ing-glasses, or the like, consisting of sheet-
metal frame-pieces provided with front and
back flanges, the back flanges being adapted
to lap at their end portions, and the said lap-
ping portions being provided with registering
lugs and openings, “and keys inser ted throuo*h
the said lugs.

3. A frame composed of sheet-metal frame-
pieces, each frame-piece being provided with

tront and back flanges, the back flanges of two

reing provided with openings,
langoes of the other two pieces
socketed lugs acapted to

of sald pleces
and the back _
being provided with

engage and project through said openings,
and keys inserted in the sockets of said lugs
t0 hold the said pileces together.

4. A metallic passe~partout consisting of

holding

777,079

| sheet-metal frame-pieces provided with front

and back flanges, the rear flanges having lap-
ping end 1)011310113 aclapted to be fastened to-

oether and suitable fastening devices applied

to said lapping portions fmd acdapted to de-
tachably hold said frame-pieces together, saic
fastening devices including a flexible suspend-
Ing member. |
5. A frame for pictures, signs, looking-
olasses, or the like, consisting of sheet-metal
frame-pieces, each frame-piece having a rela-
tively wide back flange and a 1ehtwelv nar-
row front flange, the Sclld back flanges being
_‘Ll)]}ed at the corners of the ir‘Lme, the said
front flanges providing each corner of the
frame with a miter -j0int in front, and means
applied to the lapping portions of the back
langes for holding the frame-pieces together.
6. A frame comprising a plurality of sheet-
metal frame-pieces, each frame-piece having
front md back flanges, the end portions of the
back flanges being hpped at the corners of the
frame, some ot the lapping portions of the
back flanges being provicded with openings,
and the other lapping portions of the back
langes being provided with loop-shaped lugs
adapted to project through said openings, and
keys inserted through said loop-shaped lugs
to hold the frame-pieces together. |
A frame comprising a plt.mlity of sheet-
metal frame-pieces, each frame-plece having
front and back flanges, the end portions of the
back flanges being lapped at the corners of the
frame, some of sald lapping portions being
provided with openings, the other lapping
portions being provided with Iugs adapted to
project through said openings, and a flexible
member for suspending the .frame and ex-
tending through said lugs to serve as keys for
the frame-pieces together.
8. A framecomprising a plurality of frame-

pieces, each frame-plece consisting of a piece

of sheet metal bent into such :hfbpe as to pro-
vide front and back flanges, the front flanges
being heveled at their ends to provide each
corner of the frame with a miter-joint, the
end portions of the back flanges being lapped
at each corner of the frame, some of the lap-
ping portions of the back flanges being pro-
vided with openings, the other lapping por-
tions of the back flanges being provided with
loop-shaped lugs pressed out trom the frame-
pieces and projecting through said openings,
and keys inserted through said lugs to hold
the frame-pieces tog ether

9. A frame composed of a number of hol-
low sections, the ends of the front wall or part
of each section being cut off on one angle and

the ends of the rear wall or part of the same

section being cut off on a different angle,
whereby portions of the rear wall or part pro-
ject beyond the front wall at the ends of each
section, sald sections being arranged with the
projecting ends of the rear walls of adjacent

' sections overlapping each other, and means
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applied to the backs ot sald lapping portions
for connecting said sections.

10. A ir'am_e composed of a number of hol-
low sections, the front wall or part of each
section being cut off in an oblique direction at
one end and the corresponding end of the rear
or back wall of the section being cut off on a
different angle, the sections being assembled

so that the ends of the rear or back parts of
adjacent sections overlap, and means applied
to the backs of said lapping portions for con-
necting said sections.

- 11. A frame consisting of a number of hol-
low sections, the front wall or part of each |

sectlon being cut off 1n an oblique direction at
both ends and the ends of the rear part or wall
of said section being cut off in a different di-
rection, said sections being arranged so that
the ends of the rear parts of adjacent sections
overlap each other, and means applied to the
backs of said lapping portions for connecting

“said sections.

Signed by me at ChIC‘“LG{} Coolt countv, 11]i-
nois, this 29th day of January, 1903. |
FREEMAN N. COTTLE.
Witnesses:
Wu. A. HArDERS,
Harry P. BAUMGARTNER.
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